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PART Il

CATALOGUE OF BUCHAN’S UNCOLLECTED JOURNALISM

INTRODUCTION

This catalogue has been prepared to assist Buchan specialists and other scholars of all levels and
interests who are seeking to research his uncollected journalism. It is based on the standard
reference work for Buchan scholars, Robert G Blanchard’s The First Editions of John Buchan: A
Collector’s Bibliography (1981), which is generally referred to as Blanchard. The catalogue builds
on this work by including an additional 100 items which have come to light since Blanchard was
originally published, and by providing more detailed information in a format specifically designed
to aid researchers. In particular, it divides Buchan’s essays into various categories by subject-
matter and summarises the contents of every article and review, features which have not

previously been available to scholars.

Blanchard’s original work is divided into five parts. Sections A-C deal with books and pampbhlets
written by Buchan, works edited by him, and his contributions to other books. Section D contains
his uncollected contributions to periodicals and public documents, while section E lists his
contributions to the Spectator. It is these last two sections, D and E, which form the starting point
for researchers into Buchan’s uncollected journalism, and accordingly they form the basis of this

catalogue.

Blanchard included in these sections sixteen articles subsequently collected or published
elsewhere, seventeen letters, a considerable number of lectures, speeches and addresses, four
poems, three short stories, and two Transvaal Ordinances, which were prepared with Buchan’s
participation while he was working as Private Secretary to Lord Milner in South Africa. All of these
have been excluded here on the basis that the catalogue is intended to cover only essays and
reviews which Buchan wrote specifically for journals and newspapers, and which have not

subsequently been reprinted in collected editions or elsewhere.

Blanchard’s bibliography excluded Buchan’s contributions to the Scottish Review between
February 1907 and December 1908, which were subsequently collected in Comments and
Characters (1940), and his writing for Nelson’s History of the War (1915-19), later revised and
condensed in A History of the Great War (four volumes 1921-22). Blanchard referred to Buchan’s
columns as ‘Auspex’ for the Spectator under the title ‘A Spectator’s Notebook’ from 2 January to
19 March 1932, but omitted to mention his regular contributions as ‘Atticus’ for the Sunday Times

under the title ‘Men, Women and Memories’ (June 1932 — September 1935), although both of
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these columns were known to Buchan scholars at the time. Blanchard also did not identify a little-
known monthly diary that | discovered during my researches, which Buchan wrote for the
magazine English Life under the title ‘English Tidings’ between September 1926 and November
1927 (see pages 9-10 for details). All of these columns usually contained a number of short items
which tended to be more lightweight, even gossipy, compared with Buchan’s longer, more serious

journalism, which forms the basis of this catalogue, and | have therefore excluded them.

After all of these omissions and exclusions, what remains from Blanchard sections D and E as the
basis for the catalogue is the very substantial number of articles and reviews that Buchan wrote
for the Spectator and other magazines and newspapers which have not subsequently been

reprinted.

The vast majority of Buchan’s articles for the Spectator, and many of those for other journals,
were unsigned. In the introduction to section E of his bibliography Blanchard explains that
Buchan'’s articles for the Spectator were identified as a result of meticulous research in the
journal’s archives by its librarian, Charles Seaton (201). However, the shorter pieces, often only a
paragraph in length, which Buchan regularly contributed to the News and Review sections of the
Spectator, could not be reliably identified and were excluded from Blanchard, and hence from this
catalogue. Blanchard does not explain how the unsigned pieces in section D of his bibliography
were identified, but nothing in my researches or in the style, tone, and content of the articles has
provided any reason to doubt that they were indeed written by Buchan, with the exception of
‘The Judgment of Posterity’ (see H18). Therefore, subject to this single exception, | have accepted
that all the unsigned articles attributed to Buchan by Blanchard in his bibliography were indeed
written by Buchan. All articles actually signed or initialled by him are noted as such in the

catalogue.

Since Blanchard was originally published in 1981, a number of additional articles and reviews by
Buchan have come to light. My researches uncovered a total of 100 such items, which | have
included in the catalogue. They are listed separately at the end of this introduction (see pages 6-

9), divided into three principal sources:

(i) From the Times Literary Supplement. Since Blanchard was published the Times
Literary Supplement online archive has become available, which has identified from
the paper’s internal records thirty items written by Buchan that were originally
published unsigned, and accordingly were not identified by Blanchard. | have
accepted the paper’s authentication of Buchan as the author of these articles.

(ii) From The War. This was a short-lived and little-known Nelson’s magazine, which was

published between August 1914 and March 1915. Buchan’s contributions to it were



first brought to light by Kate Macdonald in her 2007 essay ‘Translating Propaganda:
John Buchan’s Writing during the First World War’ (181-87). | have included thirty-
three items from this magazine in the catalogue. The majority are signed by Buchan;
the seven that are unsigned were authenticated by Macdonald from letters or
manuscript evidence in the Nelson’s archive.

(iii) From Other Sources. Buchan’s scrapbooks, available on microfilm at the National
Library of Scotland, contain cuttings of a number of his articles from various
magazines and newspapers which were omitted by Blanchard. | have included all
those that | was able to identify, together with other items which | discovered from
books and articles during my researches’. All of the items are signed or initialled, with
the exception of H15 ‘British Settlements in the New Colonies’, which was
authenticated by Michael Redley from Buchan’s correspondence with the Spectator’s
editor, St Loe Strachey (‘John Buchan and the South African War’ 69 and 231, note
30).

In total the catalogue contains 1020 articles and reviews, including the 100 omitted by Blanchard.
However, it should be noted that Buchan’s contributions to journals and newspapers were so
numerous and varied throughout his career that no catalogue can be regarded as fully
comprehensive. Further articles will almost certainly be discovered, while others, especially those

unsigned, may never be identified.

In the Preface to his bibliography Blanchard states that ‘it is designed to function as a working tool
for the collector, dealer, and librarian’ (ix). It is, as its full title indicates, primarily ‘A Collector’s
Bibliography’, and as such it presents several problems for the researcher which this catalogue
seeks to overcome. Sections D and E in Blanchard do not always give full publication details of the
articles, especially their volume and page numbers. As a result | have been unable to trace one of
the articles listed by Blanchard (see €120). This catalogue provides the publication details of every
article in standard MLA (Modern Language Association of America) format, which includes volume
and page numbers. Where the item is a review rather than an article, this fact is stated and details
are provided of the authors and titles of the books under discussion. Occasionally, a review is

much shorter than Buchan’s normal length, and this is noted where appropriate.

Perhaps the main drawback of Blanchard from a researcher’s point of view is that, although it lists
the articles in each section in chronological order, it merely gives the title of the article without
any further indication of its content. The title may give a clear idea of the theme of an article, but

equally it may lead researchers into areas which are not really relevant to their enquiries. The

" Here | am indebted to Kenneth Hillier, Chairman of the John Buchan Society, who provided me with copies
of several articles from his extensive private collection of Buchan’s writing and answered my queries.
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catalogue seeks to overcome this problem by providing a short summary of each article,
indicating its main content or argument, and paraphrasing or quoting directly from the article
wherever possible to give an idea of its style and tone. Page references are given for all
guotations. Where the page is divided into two or more columns, the column reference is given in
the form of a letter after the page number (eg reference 323b is to the second column of page

323).

The catalogue also divides the items into various categories by content, so that articles on similar

themes are grouped together as an aid to research. The categories are as follows:

Volume One
A: Literature and Books
B: Poetry and Verse
C: Biography, Memoirs, and Letters
D: History
E: Religion
F: Philosophy and Science
G: Politics and Society
Volume Two
H: Imperial and Foreign Affairs
I:  War, Military, and Naval Affairs
J: Economics, Business, and Trade Unions
K: Education
L: The Law and Legal Cases
M: Travel and Exploration

N: Fishing, Hunting, Mountaineering, and Other Sports

References to the catalogue are alpha-numeric, beginning with the category letter followed by
the number of the article (eg H53). The articles within each category are listed in chronological
order by date of publication, and are not divided between the Spectator and other journals and
newspapers as in Blanchard. The aim is to provide researchers with a more useful tool for their
enquiries, so that they can identify and pursue articles which are of direct relevance to their areas
of interest. However, Buchan’s essays are often so wide-ranging that their content could be
classified in several categories. | have therefore allocated articles to the individual categories
consistent with their main theme or argument, but it is advisable for researchers to consider two
or more categories where the contents may overlap (for example Biography and History, or

Politics and Economics), rather than confine themselves to a single category. The article



summaries also provide cross-references to other articles within the catalogue where these are

directly related, as a further aid to research.



CATALOGUE ITEMS OMITTED BY BLANCHARD

Listed below are the 100 items included in this catalogue which were omitted by Blanchard,
divided between the three types of sources discussed in the introduction (see pages 2-3). The

catalogue references are given in bold, where full details of each item can be found.

(i) From the Times Literary Supplement

1. A26 ‘Jock of the Bushveld'.

2. A51 ‘Africanderisms’.

3. A53 ‘Biography for Boys'.

4. A55 ‘The Literature of Autumn Sport’.
5. B71 ‘Scott and The Border Minstrelsy’.
6. B72 ‘The Ballad of Tradition’.

7. €93 ‘Cecil Rhodes and his Secretaries’.
8. €95 ‘Up and Down South Africa’.

9. €99 ‘An Afrikander Patriot’.

10. C107 ‘Ulysses Grant’.

11. C108 ‘Charles Lister’.

12. C112 ‘Dr Jameson’.

13. C113 ‘South African Memories’.

14. C114 ‘Sir John Moore’.

15. C116 ‘Meditations on an Ancestor’.
16. D84 ‘Bannockburn’.

17. D88 ‘The Origin of Parties’.

18. H71 ‘Transvaal Problems’.

19. H79 ‘The Africander Land’.

20. H139 ‘The South African Native’'.

21. H167 ‘Lord Milner in South Africa’.
22. H168 ‘The Newest South Africa’.

23. H171 ‘Rhodesia in the Making’.
24.153 ‘The War Correspondent’.
25.178 ‘Ordeal by Battle’.

26.1102 ‘The Pipes of War’.



27.1106 ‘A Boy in the Boer War’.
28.1112 ‘Anti-Commando’.
29. N39 ‘An Anthology of Shooting’.

30. N4O0 ‘A Stalker’'s Memories’

(ii) _From The War

31. C105 ‘The Late Sir James Grierson’.
32.138 ‘The Great Shadow’. Signed.

33.139 ‘The Situation’. Signed.

34.140 ‘The Fight Against Time’. Signed.
35.141 “Many Inventions™’.

36.142 ‘The Day of the Little Peoples’.
37.143 ‘The Week of Sedan’. Signed.
38.144 ‘The Spy Peril’.

39.145 ‘The Counter-Attack’. Signed.

40. 146 ‘The Retreat to the Frontiers’. Signed.
41.147 ‘The Battle of the Aisne’. Signed.
42.148 ‘The Aisne — And After’. Signed.
43.149 ‘A Simple Explanation of the Russian Campaign’.
44.150 ‘The Wheel to the Sea’. Signed.
45.151 ‘The Week of Saint Crispin’. Signed.
46.152 ‘The Alien Peril’.

47.154 ‘A Left-Handed Campaign’. Signed.
48.155 ‘The Toll of War’. Signed.

49.156 ‘Some War Conundrums’.

50. 157 ‘The Future of the War’. Signed.
51.158 ‘The Invasion of Germany’. Signed.
52.159 ‘The Achievement of Russia’. Signed.
53.160 ‘Waiting on the Verdict’. Signed.
54.161 ‘Loss and Gain’. Signed.

55.162 ‘Christmas Week'. Signed.

56. 163 ‘The First Five Months of the Land War in Europe’. Signed.
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

1 64 ‘The Initiative with the Allies’. Signed.

1 65 ‘Some Questions and a Prospect’. Signed.
1 66 ‘Waiting for Reinforcements’. Signed.

1 67 ‘Birthday Celebrations’. Signed.

1 68 ‘Six Months of War’. Signed.

1 69 ‘The Struggle in the East’. Signed.

1 70 ‘Check and Counter-Attack’. Signed.

(iii) From Other Sources

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

A52 ‘The Hynde Let Loose’. Golden Hynde. Signed.

A54 ‘My War Reading’. Book Monthly. Signed.

A57 ‘Adventure Stories: From Defoe to Stevenson’. John O’London’s Weekly. Signed.
A59 ‘Dissatisfied with Scotland’. Daily Express. Signed.

A60 ‘The Importance of Writing and Speaking Good English’. Daily Express. Signed.
A61 ‘The Decline of the Novel’. John O’London’s Weekly. Signed.

A62 ‘The Novelist’s Moral Code’. John O’London’s Weekly. Signed.

A64 ‘The Christmas Tradition in Our Literature’. John O’London’s Weekly. Signed.
A66 ‘Books | Have Never Read’. Bookman. Signed.

C118 ‘The Asquith Memoirs’. Glasgow Herald. Signed.

C122 ‘Mr Churchill’s Youth’. Week-end Review. Signed.

D90 ‘Robert the Bruce’. Times. Signed.

D92 ‘History in Stone’. SMT Magazine. Signed.

E14 ‘End in Sight’. Glasgow Herald. Signed.

G65 ‘The New Age’. Daily Mail. Signed.

G67 ‘The Mentally Defective’. Scotsman. Signed.

G69 ‘1920 to 1930: A Review of Ten Years of Troubled Human History’. Morning Post. Signed.
G70 ‘The Mother of Parliaments’. Sunday Times. Signed.

G72 ‘Twenty Years a King'. Daily Mail. Signed.

G75 ‘Modern Kingship’. Week-end Review. Signed.

G76 ‘After All, Ours is a Better World’. Daily Express. Signed.

G78 'Something of Interest to Motorists’. Daily Express. Signed.

G79 ‘Leisure Misused’. Graphic. Signed.



87. G81 ‘Fame and Fitness’. Daily Express. Signed.

88. G83 ‘Journalism’s Influence: Past and Present’. Daily Telegraph. Signed.

89. G87 ‘The Past’s Uncertain Glory’. Graphic. Signed.

90. G103 ‘At the Word “Go!”’. Ashridge Journal. Initialled ‘JB’.

91. G111 ‘A True Career for Men of Brains’. Daily Mail. Signed.

92. G112 ‘Romance of Parliament’. Daily Telegraph. Signed.

93. H15 ‘British Settlements in the New Colonies’. Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine.
94. H174 ‘After Ten Years of Peace’. Daily Mirror. Signed.

95.199 ‘The Landmarks of the War’. Glasgow Herald. Signed.

96. 1100 ‘The Epic of Ypres: The Great Battles of the Famous Salient’. Journal of American History.
Signed.

97.1104 ‘The Empire’s Effort in the War’. Empire Review. Signed.
98. J29 ‘The English Land’. Empire Review. Signed.
99. K21 ‘At the Universities’. Apes and Angles. Signed.

100. N41 ‘A Sporting Pilgrimage’. Glasgow Herald. Signed.

English Life

The introduction mentions (page 2) the little-known monthly diary that Buchan wrote for the
magazine English Life between September 1926 and November 1927, which was not identified by
Blanchard. Although | have excluded this from the catalogue for the reasons noted in the
introduction, publication details of the diary are set out below for researchers who may wish to

investigate it.

Buchan’s diary was announced in the August 1926 issue of English Life (vol.7.3, p.163a). His

column subsequently appeared under the title ‘English Tidings’ in the following issues:

7.4 (September 1926): 239-41.

7.5 (October 1926): 315-17. Signed.

7.6 (November 1926): 395-97. Signed.

8.1 (December 1926): 7-9. Signed.

8.2 (January-February 1927): 75-77. Signed.
8.3 (March 1927): 147-48.

8.4 (April 1927): 219-20.

8.5 (May 1927): 291.



8.6 (June 1927): 363.
9.1 (July 1927): 7.

9.2 (August 1927): 63.

9.3 (September 1927): 119.

9.4 (October 1927): 167.

9.5 (November 1927): 215.
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A: LITERATURE AND BOOKS

Al ‘A Note on Common-place Books’
Bookworm 7 (February 1894): 83-86. Signed.

This article is a defence of common-place books against the criticisms that their use produces
work which is more of a literary mosaic than a sustained intellectual effort, and that they weaken
the memory and make the mind less robust and independent. Buchan argues that some of the
great men of letters have produced excellent work by using common-place books as storehouses
from which to draw appropriate quotations. Such books also provide a record of an individual’s
mental growth and changes in tastes. The article contains wide-ranging literary references to
Francis Bacon, Goethe, Ruskin, Swinburne, Emerson, Hazlitt and Lamb.

A2 ‘A Gossip on Books and Places’
Bookworm 7 (July 1894): 241-43. Signed.

Displaying a wide range of reading, this article argues that the surroundings in which a book is
read often have a powerful influence over the effect produced on the reader. Much tediousness
and disappointment will be saved if the reader first considers his surroundings and then chooses a
book accordingly. Buchan outlines the most appropriate reading for angling, an old country
garden, high hills and windy moorlands, towns, and long journeys. Reading must also be
appropriate to moods as well as places: a quiet, unassuming style for calmer moods, something
more stirring after a vigorous day outdoors. He finds that his own favourites, the novels of Sir
Walter Scott, Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress, and Walton’s Complete Angler, are suitable for most
occasions, although Walton’s book was once too light and pleasant for a wild and lonely place
high up in the Border hills.

A3 ‘A Note on Parodies and Parodists’
Bookworm 7 (October 1894): 311-13. Signed.

This essay considers the meaning of parody, being a fair and just imitation of any false
mannerisms or eccentricities which disfigure a work of poetry or prose. Parody is a corrective of
artistic blemishes; if it has anything of a moral aim it becomes satire. ‘Some people are of so lofty
a mind that they affect to despise it as so much buffoonery’ (312), but when used correctly it can
become one of the most searching criticisms. Some of the greatest writers have occasionally used
parody, including Shakespeare, Dr Johnson, and Sir Walter Scott. Buchan discusses Charles
Calverley’s parodies of Tennyson and Browning, quotes Arthur Clements Hilton’s parody of
Swinburne, and mentions Andrew Lang and Arthur Quiller-Couch as contemporary writers of
excellent parodies.

A4 ‘Robert Louis Stevenson’
Glasgow University Magazine 7 (9 January 1895): 141-43. Initialled ‘JB’.

This is a literary assessment of Stevenson, who died in December 1894. It covers his essays,
novels, short stories and, briefly, his travel writing and poetry. Buchan admits that he ‘has long
been an enthusiastic admirer’ (141a), seeing Stevenson as ‘the supreme stylist of our age’ (142a),
especially in his essays, with an extensive influence on the present generation of writers, including
WE Henley, Richard le Gallienne, and SR Crockett. But his fame rests chiefly on his novels, of
which the ‘Scotch romances — Kidnapped, The Master of Ballantrae, and Catriona — form perhaps
his greatest claim to immortality’ (142a). They blend together the romantic plot with a realistic
reproduction of past Scottish life and an idealism for ‘truth and beauty and human goodness’
(143a). He is ‘the greatest of all English essayists, the best master of romantic narrative since
Scott’, and ‘in a querulous age he left us an example of a manly and chivalrous life’ (143b).
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A5 ‘Greek Studies’
Glasgow University Magazine 7 (6 February 1895): 196-97. Review. Initialled ‘JB’.
Walter Pater. Greek Studies: A Series of Essays.

This is a posthumous collection of essays compiled from the papers which Pater left behind when
he died in 1894. Although most were written many years ago, Buchan says that all were subject to
Pater’s mature revision and therefore may be regarded as authoritative. He groups the nine
essays into three divisions, mythological, critical, and aesthetic. Much of the review concentrates
on the mythological essays concerning Demeter, Persephone, and Dionysus, with some
consideration of the critical essays on the poetry of Euripides, and brief mention of the aesthetic
studies of Greek sculpture, about which Buchan confesses to be ‘in the most Stygian darkness’
(197a). He goes on to praise Pater’s style, which in this book has ‘something graver and more
mellow’ (197a) than his earlier work, and the review ends with a long quotation from one of the
essays.

A6 ‘Nonconformity in Literature’
Glasgow Herald (2 November 1895): 4e-f. Signed.

The ‘nonconformity’ referred to in this article is the contemporary desire to find something new,
or at least odd, and then to proclaim it as great, a lasting contribution to literature. This immodest
pride is the besetting sin of the present nonconformity. It applies not only to the ‘cult of the
decadent and sickly’, or that literature ‘dealing with the seamier side of life and lauding it as the
very core of the matter’ (4e); it also applies to those writers who ‘in a hatred of morbidity fly to ...
the opposite extreme, and enter the land of vapidity and prosiness’ (4e). Here Buchan attacks in
particular writers of the Scottish Kailyard school, such as SR Crockett, and those critics who over-
praise their work and the ‘message’ (4f) it is supposedly conveying. This article caused some
controversy and brought a stinging retort from Robertson Nicoll, the chief proponent of the
Kailyard school, in the British Weekly of 7 December 1895.

A7 ‘Walton and Cotton’
Glasgow University Magazine 8 (12 February 1896): 163. Review. Signed.
Charles Hill Dick (ed.). The Complete Angler of Walton and Cotton.

This is not a review of the book itself, because the authors’ fame is ‘so well established that it
were superfluous to speak of them’ (163a). Instead the review considers in some detail the
‘excellent introduction’ (163a) written by Charles Hill Dick, Buchan’s friend who had been at
Glasgow University with him and reviewed his book of essays, short stories and poems, Scholar
Gipsies, for the Glasgow University Magazine. The review is not entirely laudatory, pointing out
some minor faults of emphasis in the narrative of Walton'’s life, the assessment of his character,
and the style of the introduction. In general, however, the review considers it to be ‘one of the
best essays we know on a subject which has suffered from an inundation of literature’ (163b).

A8 ‘The Country of Kidnapped’
Academy 53 (7 May 1898): 502-03. Signed.

Buchan has travelled the country covered by David Balfour and Alan Breck in Kidnapped, and here
compares the countryside he saw with that described in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel. He
argues that in much of his fiction Stevenson ‘romanced with his landscapes’ (502a), preferring to
be subtly correct in atmosphere rather than precisely accurate in description. But in tracing David
Balfour’s course in Kidnapped Buchan finds that for the most part ‘the correctness of the itinerary
is marvellous’ (502b). He also considers whether the historical character of Alan Breck, as
depicted in the novel, is corroborated by local tales. This article gave rise to letters from Andrew
Lang, D Stewart, and D L Cameron which were published in subsequent issues of the Academy on
14 and 21 May 1898 (53: 532, 561-62). These concerned the responsibility of Alan Breck for the
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Appin murder, a central feature in the plot of the novel. Buchan’s reply to the correspondence
was published on 4 June (53: 612).

A9 ‘The Decline of the Memoir’
Spectator 84 (21 April 1900): 546-47.

This article deplores the excessive number of memoirs now being published. The public want to
know all the petty details of anyone whose name is in the papers for any length of time, and many
of these public figures ‘make it their business to forestall the biographer and publish their annals
in their lifetime’ (546b). The consequence is that there are too many memoirs of dull and
pompous people who have no possible historical interest. Their books are filled with
inconsequential trivialities, with the result that the memoir itself has become rather an exercise in
padded journalism than a discriminating work of literature. The article argues that ‘memaoir-
writing is an art and not a catalogue. The memoir is an essay in the science of selection, as difficult
a form as any in literature’ (547b). But it is now too common and too careless.

A10 ‘The Celtic Spirit in Literature’
Spectator 85 (28 July 1900): 113-14. Review.
Fiona Macleod. The Divine Adventure; lona; By Sundown Shores: Studies in Spiritual History.

The Divine Adventure is ‘the symbolical presentation of a spiritual truth in a kind of romance’
(113b), but it fails because its underlying ideas are too common and its moral is too obvious. lona
and By Sundown Shores are more successful, as they weave together Celtic legends with a
romantic commentary. The particular Celtic spirit derives from myth and folk-tale in which there
are ‘certain curious qualities, notably a passion for the soil of the homeland, an ever-present
sense of the mystery of life, and a power of seeing in the changes of Nature a reflex of the soul’s
drama’ (114a). The best work in the book, the short studies of By Sundown Shores, seize upon this
fanciful world of the Celtic spirit and interpret it for the non-Celtic reader.

A11 'Sir Leslie Stephen'
Spectator 92 (27 February 1904): 325-26.

An obituary article, which sees Stephen as 'one of the best types of the genuine man of letters’,
who act as a kind of literary trustee to keep 'the average man in the path of good literature'
(325b). Matthew Arnold and Dr Johnson were similar figures in earlier periods. His most durable
work will probably be the Dictionary of National Biography, in which his articles 'are models of
what biography should be, — accurate, succinct, and well balanced' (325b). He had a rationalist
mind which disliked gaps in argument and laziness in conclusion, but this merit led to a defect in
his criticism. His analysis of an author's work is clear, logical and coherent, but lacks 'that
indefinable quality of charm which at once establishes sympathy between reader, author and
critic' (326a). There is insufficient insight and interpretation to provide any new meaning of a
work for the reader.

A12 'An Eastern Fantasia'
Spectator 93 (3 September 1904): 327-28. Review.
F W Bain. A Heifer of the Dawn.

This book is the latest in a trilogy of Oriental tales which have the appearance of being
translations of Sanskrit originals, complete with introduction and footnotes. The review is unable
to say whether the author has really unearthed some historic manuscripts, or whether they are
part of his imaginative creation. It does not really matter, 'for he has caught the spirit of old folk-
literature in its simplicity, directness, and humour. There is no trace of the sham Orientalism with
which we have become painfully familiar of late' (327b). The book is a cycle of tales in the
manner of the Arabian Nights, about a misogynist king who is eventually tempted into the love of
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a Princess. It has a strong sense of narrative and drama, but it is laced with humour, and with the
sense of the mystery and poetry of the natural world. ‘The author, whoever he is, has caught the
true spirit of mythology’ (328a).

A13 'Mr Saintsbury's History of Criticism'

Spectator 93 (22 October 1904): 596-97. Review.

George Saintsbury. A History of Criticism and Literary Taste in Europe from the Earliest Texts to
the Present Day. Vol. lll: Modern Criticism.

This is the third and final volume in this 'monumental work' (596b), which is 'a remarkable and
valuable achievement' (597a). However, the review finds that the book has serious blemishes. 'A
true history of criticism should be a history of critical principles and methods, with particular
examples used only as illustrations' (596b). But Saintsbury provides far too many examples of
specific criticism. He is also too judgmental of individual critics rather than critical attitudes. The
review sets out its own interpretation of the critic's functions. He must be 'an interpreter,
capable of seeing to the deeps of meaning in a writer's mind', and he should be 'able to compare
the work of an author with the best of it kind', which means he must have 'a wide knowledge of
literature'. Overall, it is 'the depth of his insight and the breadth of his knowledge that determine
his value' (597a).

A14 'A Gallery of Old Scholars'
Spectator 94 (21 January 1905): 87-88. Review.
Charles Whibley. Literary Portraits.

The review considers this to be the best of Whibley's volumes of essays, the most mature in style
and thought, with sound judgment based on a wide reading of literature. It concentrates on
Rabelais, the longest study in the book, and agrees with Whibley's contention that Rabelais
invented the literature of digression, and that 'few will find matter of offence in Rabelais who
have not the seed of it in themselves' (87b). He was 'mirthful, tolerant, kindly, and abundantly
wise', and 'the greatest of the humanists' (87b) in times when humanity needed an advocate. The
review includes briefer comments about Whibley's essays on Montaigne, Casanova, Robert
Burton, the French statesman and historian Philippe de Comines, the English scholar Philemon
Holland, and the Scottish poet William Drummond of Hawthornden.

A15 'The Unfinished "Disraeli"
Spectator 94 (28 January 1905): 134.

The Times has published the fragment (a few chapters) of a novel by Benjamin Disraeli which
remained unfinished at his death. The article finds it to be rather disappointing, a comedy in
Disraeli's ironic style, but not in the first rank of his work, lacking the 'strong, serious spirit which
inspired Sybil, and the wisdom and acumen which are apparent in the fantasies of Lothair' (134b).
However, it does contain one feature of special interest. The main character, Falconet, is clearly
meant to be a portrait of Disraeli's great political opponent, Gladstone. The article's main
evidence for this is that Falconet's career is a mirror image of Gladstone's. This raises the
fragment to a higher level, making it 'full of romance and interest. It was the true way [for
Disraeli] to write his autobiography, — to understand his antithesis, and expound in him the ideals
and methods which it had been his life's work to contest' (134b).

A16 'The Dramatist Shakespeare'
Spectator 94 (28 January 1905): 140-41. Review.
A C Bradley. Shakespearean Tragedy: Lectures on Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth.

Bradley is Oxford Professor of Poetry and the aim of this book, according to the review, is to
interpret the drama of each of the four tragedies in the title, and to reincarnate each character as
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Shakespeare conceived it. Although he restricts himself to the drama of the plays, and deals only
incidentally with questions of poetry, Professor Bradley's book is 'a unique piece of constructive
criticism' (140b). Its 'freshness of method and distinction of form' (140b) puts it far above any
contemporary Shakespeare criticism, so that it must rank as the most important critical work
since Matthew Arnold's two series of Essays in Criticism (1865 and 1889). The review considers
Bradley's discussion of the nature of Shakespearean tragedy and its special methods of dramatic
construction. It then moves on to the argument that every character is psychologically intelligible,
and considers his interpretation of Hamlet and lago. The review also contains two long
guotations from the book.

A17 'Two Fairy-Tales'

Spectator 95 (9 December 1905): 979-80. Review.
W H Hudson. A Little Boy Lost.

Lady Ridley. The Sparrow with One White Feather.

Few modern fairy-stories, according to the review, can take their place beside the old classics.
They may be too full of irrelevant detail, or too clever, or too eager to point a sophisticated moral.
But, above all, they are too ignorant of childhood psychology. They forget that what the child
reader requires is food for the imagination, the raw stuff of romance, a stimulus to dream.
Hudson's book provides this in abundance, but it is not entirely successful, because the
adventures of his lost boy are too far from homeliness, too wild and distant to be linked in any
way to the daily life of a child. This is where Lady Ridley's book succeeds. There is just enough
realism to convince a child's mind that such adventures could happen, so that she manages to
capture the child's point of view, which is all too rare in modern fairy-tales.

A18 'Emerson’

Spectator 96 (10 February 1906): 219-20. Review.

The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson (12 vols.). Centenary Edition (no editor's name
given).

The review states that the centenary of Emerson's birth is an appropriate time to consider a
revival of his literary reputation, which has suffered considerably since his death in 1882. This loss
of prestige has occurred because his lifetime fame and popularity inevitably caused an adverse
reaction in some critics, and the moral philosophy which he advocated has now fallen out of
fashion. But the article believes that a revival must surely come because Emerson has 'two
qualities which must assure him immortality, — insight into the nature of man, and some share of
the poetic fire' (219b). There are many imperfections in Emerson's philosophy, but it is the poetic
quality of his prose which illuminates his philosophical writing. There are also technical defects in
his poetry, but it is so simple, wholesome, serene and kindly that it cannot be forgotten by
posterity.

A19 'Edgar Allan Poe'
Spectator 96 (24 February 1906): 300-01. Review.
James A Harrison (ed.). The Complete Works of Edgar Allan Poe. (17 vols.).

The review welcomes this scholarly edition which should enhance Poe's reputation in America,
where he was largely rejected during his lifetime because of his scandalous opinions and lifestyle.
It ranks Poe second only to Hawthorne in the hierarchy of American prose, and among the
masters of the short story. After giving some biographical details and a brief assessment of Poe's
verse, the review concentrates on his prose, to which he brought 'the constructive imagination
which can reproduce a realm of fancy with the minute realism of everyday life. He shows all
around us the shadowy domain of the back-world, and behind our smug complacency the
shrieking horror of the unknown' (301a). The review attributes the unique power of his stories to
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'‘the mathematical accuracy of his mind', so that 'in all his tales there is a clear sequence of cause
and effect which gives them an imaginative coherence and verisimilitude' (301a).

A20 'The Elizabethan Voyagers'
Spectator 96 (17 March 1906): 422. Review.
Walter Raleigh. The English Voyages of the Sixteenth Century.

The author is Professor of English Literature at Oxford. His book argues that the spirit of the great
age of Elizabethan literature came from the voyagers and adventurers of the period, who set out
on their explorations with all the optimism and vitality of youth. Elizabethan literature was
similarly youthful, 'robustious, undisciplined, scornful of modes and traditions' (422b). Although it
derived much from the past, 'the spirit which inspired it was the belief in the tremendous
destinies of the future' (422b). The author traces this spirit in the whole range of Elizabethan
literature from Marlowe to Shakespeare, but for the review its epitome is the figure of the
author's namesake, Sir Walter Raleigh, who united the twin Elizabethan impulses of action and
literature.

A21 'A Mirror for Journalists'
Spectator 96 (23 June 1906): 979-80.

This article is prompted by the recent publication of The King's English, whose anonymous authors
have subjected the everyday writing of English to a rigorous analysis and found it wanting. But
the article considers that the standards they set are a little too high, because every-day writing,
such as that employed by journalists, does not seek to be a model of perfect style. Itisa
conscious compromise between colloquial speech and more formal writing that makes it readily
intelligible to its readers. No prose, especially when written to a deadline, can be entirely free
from errors. The distinction between good and bad writing is the frequency of such errors. The
article goes on to consider journalese, neologisms, Americanisms, English slang, archaisms and
other types of vocabulary and style.

A22 'The Urban Sentiment'
Spectator 97 (22 September 1906): 394-95.

This article appears to have been written in response to a new book by E V Lucas, A Wanderer in
London. It defines the urban sentiment as 'a special zest for civilisation', especially that civilisation
‘with all the small and intimate comforts which man has devised to fend his life from the rude
simplicity of Nature' (394a). In literary terms it rejoices in the many homely intricacies of man's
creation, and therefore tends towards humanism and comedy. It also has an historical sense
which sees romance in the creations of the past. It was once a common note in English literature,
in the work of Pepys, Johnson and Dickens, and was epitomised by the portrayal of London as
both a disorderly metropolis providing the best that civilisation can offer, and a palimpsest of
history, where 'every street is haunted, every corner recalls a vanished past' (394b). But modern
London is changing rapidly and becoming 'new, rational, utilitarian' (395a), while at the same time
losing its romantic sense of history. Consequently, the urban sentiment is fast disappearing,
moving paradoxically to country places where the type of civilisation which it seeks may still be
found.

A23 'Local Colour'
Spectator 97 (29 December 1906): 1070-71.

This article responds to a recent letter in the Times from the American novelist Gertrude
Atherton, in which she claimed that the description of an actual location in a novel should be
meticulously accurate, and that there is an aura about any place which is in itself suggestive and
an aid to creation. For these reasons the author must personally visit the location, rather than
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rely on second-hand descriptions. The article disagrees fundamentally with the first contention,
especially where the description is required merely to provide 'local colour' (1071a). It argues
that there is no artistic value in absolute fidelity to bare fact —that is 'the kind of realist creed
which is, we hope, now an exploded superstition' (1071a). The article finds no fault with the
second contention, except that the true aura of a place cannot be gained by a 'literary tourist'
(1071a) who spends only a few days there, as Gertrude Atherton seems to suggest. The writer
seeking inspiration must be 'steeped body and soul' (1071b) in a location and 'so absorb the
atmosphere of a place that its spirit seems to brood over his pages' (1071a). Thus Joseph Conrad
and West Africa, Thomas Hardy and the English southern counties, Stevenson and the Scottish
moorlands.

A24 'Landscape and Literature'
Spectator 98 (5 January 1907): 10-11.

This article observes that every newspaper today contains passages telling of some natural
beauty, but the descriptions are too mannered and 'instead of literature we get journalese' (10a).
It was the same in the eighteenth century, when a rather grandiloquent but sham classicism
influenced poetic descriptions of nature, and they were mannered and lifeless. Romanticism
swept this away by providing impressions of nature in which the writer sought honestly to present
things as he saw them, uninfluenced by previous traditions. But later there was a reaction against
this, which today has gone too far and developed vices of its own. Second-rate poets and
essayists will claim reality and merit for descriptions which use strange and spasmodic language
and have no relation to truth. The article states that all good descriptions of Nature require the
writer to see keenly, clearly and intensely, and then to translate his vision exactly in adequate and
appropriate language. 'Of all the moderns, Stevenson seems to us to have been the most
consistently successful' (10b), and the article ends by quoting a passage from Weir of Hermiston
which it considers 'the finest, because the least strained, piece of landscape description in
modern English' (11a).

A25 'Jock of the Bushveld'
Spectator 99 (12 October 1907): 529-30. Review.
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. Jock of the Bushveld.

This is a children's book which relates the adventures of a bull-terrier named Jock, whose owner is
a boy struggling to make a livelihood in the bush-covered plains of the Transvaal. It is set in the
early days of South African development, before the building of the railway and the
commercialisation of the gold-mining industry. The review praises it as the best children's book
since Kipling's Jungle Book. The author never forgets that he is writing for children, but at the
same time does not write down to them, realising that 'strict fidelity to fact is the surest passport
to a child's interest' (530a). The book is also in its way an epic of the Bushveld, because Sir Percy
travelled the country as a young man, his heart is in the land, and he incorporates stories of old
bushmen, fragments of native folk-tales, episodes of pioneering, and the humour of camp and
trek life. The result is a children's book which is also 'worthy of a grown man's attention' (530a).

A26 'Jock of the Bushveld'
Times Literary Supplement 6 (24 October 1907): 322. Review.
Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. Jock of the Bushveld.

This children's book was reviewed previously in the Spectator (see A25). But whereas the first
review emphasised the South African setting of the book and the author's own experiences, this
review stresses the importance of conveying a sense of truth and accuracy in children's literature
in order to tell a convincing story — the young reader must believe that the story is true, which is
largely the case here. In fact, this review criticises the author from a child's point of view for
including too much description and digression, which holds up the pace of the tale. It also gives
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more emphasis than the previous review to the main native character, Jim Makokel, the big Zulu,
whose depiction is 'the most faithful and sympathetic study of the unspoiled savage which we
remember in fiction' (322b).

A27 'The Waverley Novels'
Spectator 100 (11 January 1908): 62-63. Review.
Sir Walter Scott. The Talisman. Ivanhoe. Kenilworth.

The review welcomes these new de luxe illustrated editions from the '"Waverley Novels'. It notes
that although Scott remains a popular novelist, his work has been attacked by contemporary
critics for imperfections of form and style, and for a lack of moral earnestness and psychological
insight. The review answers these criticisms by asserting that Scott is 'a great painter of life' (62b)
like Homer, Cervantes and Shakespeare, and that on such a broad canvas there are bound to be
imperfections, which it readily acknowledges. The morality and psychology of his characters are
revealed in their actions rather than their thoughts: 'we see their souls stripped bare in some
great crisis of destiny' (62b). The review admits that this approach can lack subtlety, but Scott
does not fall into 'the foolish modern habit of dissecting a character before the reader's eyes'
(63a). Overall, it regards Scott as 'a test case of a critic's insight. No good judge of literature has
failed to rank him among the highest' (63a).

A28 'William Clarke'
Spectator 100 (15 February 1908): 264-65. Review.
Herbert Burrows and J A Hobson (eds.). William Clarke: a Collection of his Writings.

Clarke was a journalist who died in 1901, aged 48. He wrote leaders for the Daily Chronicle and
many literary articles for the Spectator, as well as contributions to magazines in England and
America. The review gives brief biographical details. Clarke was a convinced anti-Imperialist and
a member of the Fabian Society, and the first half of the book contains many of his political
essays, which have been judiciously selected by the editors to show both his strengths and
weaknesses. The second half is concerned only with his literary essays, for which the review has
'nothing but praise' (265a), especially his studies of Milton, Wordsworth, Nietzsche, Emerson and
Whitman. It recommends above all his essay on Bismarck, 'which is one of the best things we
know on the subject' (265a).

A29 'Profitable Wonders'
Spectator 101 (18 July 1908): 97-98. Review.
Thomas Traherne. Centuries of Meditation.

Bertram Dobell, who originally discovered this forgotten poet (see B12), has now edited and
published Traherne's prose writings. The review considers these to be even better than his poetry
and 'to deserve rank with the great seventeenth-century masters' (97b). It agrees with Dobell
that "this obscure Herefordshire clergyman struck a new note in style', a combination of
imagination and clear-cut thought that reflected his creed, which was compounded of 'mystical
ecstasy and a great love of the simple things of life' (97b). His meditations begin with his
childhood visions, then go through the disillusionment which comes with age, before finally
seeking the child again so that 'he may enter into the Kingdom of God' (97b). The review
compares this psychological progress with John Bunyan in Grace Abounding, and finds that there
was no fear of hell or punishment in Traherne's quest, only a longing to recover the lost joy of his
childhood. He eventually found it in 'a sense of God's immanence, and the belief that the world
was only the garment of the divine' (97b). The review gives three long quotations from
Traherne's prose.
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A30 'Gentlemen Errant'

Spectator 102 (3 April 1909): 539-40. Review.

Mrs Henry Cust. Gentlemen Errant: being the Journeys and Adventures of Four Noblemen in
Europe during the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries.

According to the review, it is no easy matter to achieve a true reconstruction of an earlier age.
The writer must be a combination of the historian, who records events and facts, the romancer,
who adds a sense of picturesque detail, and the student of thought, who provides some insight
into ideas. This book attempts such a combination and reconstruction. The author has taken four
old German chronicles of adventurous knights who travelled around Western Europe in the later
Middle Ages, applied her considerable historical knowledge of the events and thought of the
period, and then retold their story in her own way, adding that element of romantic artistic
interpretation which turns the result into a true reconstruction of the period. It is 'in its essentials
brilliant fiction’, so that: ‘We are inclined to call the book the best historical novel which has
appeared for many years' (539b). The review outlines the adventures of the four men and
concludes with a long quotation from the book to illustrate the author's 'ornate style, with many
conceits and mannerisms, and a passion for quaint and beautiful phrases' (540a).

A31 'George Meredith'
Spectator 102 (22 May 1909): 809-10.

This is an obituary article on Meredith, who died a few days previously. It concentrates on the
nature of his work and the philosophy underlying it. It views Meredith as a novelist of the highest
rank, who takes 'a large fragment of life in all its detail and variety' (809a) and shapes it according
to his imaginative spirit. He emphasises the dramatic moment, when his characters 'in a single
crisis of destiny stand revealed in their essential truth' (809b). That moment may be 'romance, or
comedy, or tragedy' (809b). His heroes are average men, because he looks 'not to the outside,
but to the soul' (809b). He is an optimist who believes that the universe, created by God, 'is on
the side of man's moral strivings. He believes in the regeneration of the world' (809b), an
unfashionable philosophy today 'when men tend to strip morality of rigour, and dally idly with
weakness' (810a). The article ends by praising Meredith's power of reproducing the atmosphere
of a scene and his range of characters, drawn from every type of English man and woman, so that
his novels are 'the true history of an age' (810a).

A32 'The Cockney'
Blackwood's Magazine 186 (July 1909): 1-16. Signed 'An Outlander'.

This extended article takes a somewhat satirical view of the cockney, not as a Londoner with a
certain accent, but as a human type with a certain attitude of mind. '‘Cockneyism'is a view which
is essentially urban, comfortable, and middle class, lacking both a sense of proportion and a
perspective on the outside world. It is normally rather decadent, and tends towards the mystic
and irrational. 'Cockneyism is a civilisation which has become self-conscious' (2b). The article
finds that the term was first applied in the early years of the nineteenth century to 'the Cockney
school of letters' and was originally associated with a writer's birth or residence in London. Leigh
Hunt, editor of the Examiner, was 'the very deacon of the craft' (3b). In modern times the article
finds it 'vigorous in our midst' (2a) with J M Barrie as 'the most conspicuous modern instance'
(5a). Later the article moves on from literary circles to examine the cockney attitude in the worlds
of politics, foreign affairs, the Empire and social questions.
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A33 'The Poetics of Aristotle'

Spectator 103 (4 September 1909): 345-46. Review.

Ingram Bywater. Aristotle on the Art of Poetry: a Revised Text, with Critical Introduction,
Translation, and Commentary.

The author, an Emeritus Oxford Professor, is one of the world's leading scholars of Greek, and his
book is a 'most valuable' guide to Aristotle's Poetics (345a). Guidance is required, says the review,
because the Poetics is not a formally argued treatise on aesthetics but is more in the nature of
notes and jottings. Aristotle is simply analysing the work of Greek dramatists and poets in the
prevailing conditions of the time. Nevertheless, he 'formulated principles of art which are as vital
today as when he wrote' (345a). The review discusses some of these principles. 'Character
revealed in action, the significant dramatic moment' are preferred to 'elaborate psychology' and
'an exquisite style' (345b). The artist should not describe something that has happened, but
should imagine the kind of thing that might happen, a principle that 'demolishes the crude
theories of realism, which would make art a photograph' (345b). In preferring these and other
Aristotelian principles to modern literary developments the review adopts a conservative
approach to literary criticism.

A34 'Mr Maurice Baring on Russian Literature'
Spectator 104 (16 April 1910): 629-30. Review.
Maurice Baring. Landmarks in Russian Literature.

The review regards the book as 'a very notable piece of criticism' (630a) in which the author 'has
achieved that rare combination, a book which is at once brilliant and judicious' and manages to
keep the reader's interest 'through remote and often perplexing masterpieces' (629b). Baring
finds that the predominant qualities in Russian literature are realism or naturalism, simplicity, and
a sense of pity, and he identifies two principal types: the fallen angel and 'God's fool' (629b).
Tolstoy is the personification of the first type, Dostoevsky of the second. Tolstoy longs to become
God's fool, but cannot humble himself to achieve it, whereas it was Dostoevsky's by birth-right.
The review says that Baring clearly regards Dostoevsky as the dominant name in Russian
literature. He had 'a core of madness and passion, which enabled him to see as no other novelist
has seen into the heart of darkness' (630a).

A35 'Shakespeare's Roman Plays'
Spectator 104 (16 April 1910): 630. Short review.
H W MacCallum. Shakespeare's Roman Plans and their Background.

The review considers this to be 'the first important work in literary criticism and history that has
come to us from the Antipodes' (630a). The author is an Australian Professor whose book, while
not quite in the same class as Professor Bradley's Shakespearian criticism (see A16), is 'a genuine
contribution to the history of English literature' (630a). He shows that Shakespeare took his
Roman stories straight from Plutarch, and as well as a chapter on 'Shakespeare's Treatment of
History' there are studies of Plutarch and his translators. The book then makes a detailed
examination of the three Roman plays — Julius Caesar, Antony and Cleopatra, and Coriolanus —
studying their origins, structure and meaning. The review observes: 'Professor MacCallum
sincerely endeavours to get at the truth of the poet's intention — the soundest of all critical
standpoints in the presence of a great master —and his chapters are illuminating and convincing'
(630a).
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A36 'Walter Pater'
Spectator 104 (25 June 1910): 1075-76. Review.
Walter Pater. The Works of Walter Pater (10 vols.). New edition (no editor’s name given).

The review ranks Pater among the lesser classics, 'like De Quincey and Peacock and Landor'
(1075b-1076a). His work was so serious, thoughtful, laborious and morally sincere that it was
‘one of the ironies of literary history' that he became associated with aestheticism and was
'adopted as the gospel of a school of facile impressionists' (1076a). Indeed, 'far from deifying
sensations, it was the intellectual element in them, the discipline of their evaluation, which
interested him' (1076a). The review considers in some detail Pater's intellectual development.
From his Fellowship at Oxford in philosophy he never developed any unified metaphysical theory.
He insisted that sensation, 'the phenomena of our everyday life' (1076a), had a value in itself,
instead of merely regarding it, like other thinkers, as the raw material for a philosophical concept.
For him the beauty of Nature and art epitomised sensation and was 'alive with a vast and spiritual
significance' (1076a). The review concludes with a discussion of Pater's style, which in general is
too thoughtful and laborious to sustain the many moments of beauty and pure melody. 'Pater
wrote great sentences, sometimes great paragraphs, but he rarely wrote a great page' (1076b).

A37 'Essays in Fallacy'
Spectator 105 (23 July 1910): 136-37. Review.
Andrew Macphail. Essays in Fallacy.

This review begins by criticising contemporary essayists. They occasionally write well but do not
have the moralist point of view of earlier essayists such as Lamb, Hazlitt and Stevenson, who
'evolved a kind of working philosophy of conduct' (136b), using logic and reason in their
endeavour to reach conclusions which gave practical counsel. Nowadays the essayist is merely an
epigrammist, who prefers a clever turn of phrase to the rigour of a reasoned argument. The
author of Essays in Fallacy has these faults, but he has also many of the qualities of 'the true
essayist' (136b). He is widely read, 'in love with his argument' (136b), and makes the reader think.
His book consists of four long essays: 'The American Woman', 'The Psychology of the Suffragette’,
'The Fallacy in Education’, and 'The Fallacy in Theology'. The article discusses each essay and
includes three long quotations from the book.

A38 'Theocritus in English Literature'
Spectator 105 (3 September 1910): 351-52. Review.
Robert Thomas Kerlin. Theocritus in English Literature.

This book is a Yale University PhD thesis published by the author. It is a detailed study of the
influence of Theocritus in modern English literature, and the review considers it 'a sound and
scholarly piece of work' (352a). It then summarises the influence of this classical poet on the
Elizabethans, Milton, Dryden and the Romantics (especially Keats), and finds that he was
particularly important in the second half of the nineteenth century, 'an era of craftsmanship and
scholarship among the poets' (352a). Matthew Arnold's Scholar-Gipsy and Thyrsis reproduced his
spirit, and Andrew Lang's translation of his verse was 'one of the two or three best renderings of a
classical poet in our tongue' (352a). The review then considers the reason for Theocritus's abiding
influence and suggests it is his love of beauty, both of form and imagination, combined with his
intimate humanity, which takes the reader inside Greek life as few others do.

A39 'A South African Bibliography'
Spectator 105 (3 December 1910): 944. Short review.
Sidney Mendelssohn. Mendelssohn's South African Bibliography (2 vols.).

The review observes that bibliography 'is becoming a very important science nowadays', and gives
its 'sincere congratulations' to the author for this 'magnificent work' (944b). Its publication
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coincides with the opening of the first Parliament of the recently united South Africa.
Mendelssohn has formed a huge library of South African books which he is leaving in his will to
the new Parliament as the foundation for a school of South African arts and letters. The catalogue
has a greater scope than the collection, because it includes many works which Mendelssohn does
not yet possess, as well as lists of South African government publications, a cartography, and
bibliographies of South African periodicals and of articles on South African subjects in periodicals
throughout the world. It also includes an introduction by lan Colvin which is 'a delightful survey of
the field of South African literature' (944b).

A40 'Mr Whibley's Essays'
Spectator 106 (18 February 1911): 252. Short review.
Charles Whibley. Studies in Frankness. A Book of Scoundrels. The Pageantry of Life.

Whibley's 'three chief volumes of essays' (252a) have just been reissued by a different publisher,
and the review takes the opportunity to praise the work of 'one of the most delightful essayists
and acutest critics of our day' (252a). It regards Studies in Frankness as the best of the three, with
its essays on the Greek poet Herodas, Laurence Sterne, Edgar Allan Poe, and the seventeenth
century Scottish author and translator of Rabelais, Sir Thomas Urquhart. A Book of Scoundrels is
'a study of various forms of ruffianism, for Mr Whibley has all Henley's and R L Stevenson's taste
for rascals, provided they be dashing and high-coloured' (252a-b). The Pageantry of Life is 'a
study of the grand manner in higher circles' (252b), and includes a portrait of the young Disraeli
which 'seems to us almost the best thing written upon the subject' (252b).

A41 'The Ashes of a God'
Spectator 106 (8 April 1911): 524. Short review.
F W Bain. The Ashes of a God.

This is another of Bain's Eastern fables, apparently translated from the original manuscript (see
A12), and 'no less delightful than its predecessors' (524b). Itis an Indian romance about a
Brahman who offends the gods after becoming unnecessarily suspicious of his wife's
unfaithfulness and condemning her without any enquiry. The review praises the author's style in
telling the tale. 'In his delicate prose, which remains good prose though instinct with poetry, we
get the superfine essence of the Indian mythology' (542b).

A42 'The Comic Spirit in George Meredith'
Spectator 107 (16 September 1911): 417-18. Review.
Joseph Warren Beach. The Comic Spirit in George Meredith.

The review observes: 'lIt is always risky to interpret a writer from the point of view of one
function; the critic is apt to exaggerate its importance and construe everything in terms of it. But
in Meredith the comic is fundamental' (417b). The author, an American critic, recognises this.
The basis of Meredith's comedy is the incongruous, but his target is not the blatant hypocrite of
the ordinary humorist. Meredith goes deeper and exposes 'the subtle self-deceiver' and the
pretensions into which the vain and idle drift, 'the aberrations of the civilised and the intelligent'
(418a). The review considers the author's analysis of Meredith's various comic types: the
wiseacre, the snob, the sentimentalist and, above all, the egoist. It also discusses the
development of Meredith's comic art and philosophy in his novels. 'The Egoist is high-water
mark, for the earlier comedies are less profound and the later less amusing' (418b). The review is
illustrated throughout with examples from the novels.
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A43 'The Scott Originals'

Spectator 108 (24 February 1912): 310-11. Review.

W S Crockett. The Scott Originals: An Account of Notables and Worthies, the Originals of
Characters in the Waverley Novels.

The review considers this to be 'a very delightful book for lovers of Sir Walter' (310b). The author
has taken the best-known characters in the Waverley novels and attempted to trace their
genealogy. 'As a rule Scott himself or Lockhart [Scott's first biographer] has revealed their source,
and the book is quite free from over-ingenious identifications' (311a). The review discusses some
of the book's findings, including suggestions for the originals of characters such as the Baron of
Bradwardine and Davie Gellatley in Waverley, and Di Vernon, the heroine of Rob Roy. It makes
the point that Scott was no 'crude photographer. Like all great artists he transmuted his materials
in the crucible of his genius. His portraits are composite, taking a trait here and a trait there, and
producing a whole for which no specific original can be traced' (311a).

A44 'The Greek Genius'
Spectator 109 (6 July 1912): 18-19. Review.
R W Livingstone. The Greek Genius and its Meaning to Us.

This book is an account of the things which are 'eternal legacies' (18b) from Greek civilisation to
the modern world. The author locates them in his analysis of the constituents of the Greek
genius: beauty, 'a perfection of form, a sense of rightness'; freedom, 'the power of seeing the
world truthfully'; directness, the ability to view the world ‘steadily and directly’ without glossing
over its faults; humanism, an exultation in 'life for its own sake, taking man as the measure of all
things'; and lastly, sanity and variety, 'for to see life sanely is to see it whole' in all its variety
(19a). The Greek spirit is embodied in men of letters who are also men of action. Greek
philosophers and poets did not lead cloistered lives, they 'lived in the heart of things' (19a). Their
culture also embraced those who were alien to the true Greek spirit. These are the main features
of the Greek legacy which are relevant to the modern world. The review's only criticism is that
the author is too ready to draw parallels with modern writers such as Wells, Shaw, and
Galsworthy, so that he does not always stop to consider their true relevance.

A45 'Mr Stephen Reynolds's Tales and Travels'
Spectator 109 (20 July 1912): 95-96. Review.
Stephen Reynolds. How ‘Twas! Short Stories and Small Travels.

According to the review, the author's previous work has concentrated on sociological inquiries
into the life of the poor, in which he revealed 'remarkable powers of description and an acute
interest in subtleties of character' (95b). This and the material provided by his researches should
have facilitated the transition to fiction represented by the new book, but the review finds that
the result is a disappointment. The sketches of 'small travels' are fine, full of vivid descriptions
and racy humour. But the short stories, which predominate, have been badly selected. 'They are
surprisingly unequal in merit, and some have no merit at all' (95b). The 'fine realism' of the tales
is marred by 'a tendency to caricature’, and they either 'tail off into a flat undistinguished close'
or, in a search for vigour, 'end in something not unlike melodrama' (95b). But there are some
good stories, by far the best being 'An Unofficial Divorce'.

A46 'Andrew Lang'
Spectator 109 (27 July 1912): 120-21.

This is an obituary article which views Andrew Lang as 'a great man of letters' (120b) in the old-
fashioned sense of being a versatile generalist rather than the modern specialist in a narrow field.
He was a classical scholar and translator, historian, literary critic and occasional journalist, a poet,
novelist, parodist, essayist and weaver of fairy-tales. The review briefly evaluates his work in

23



these fields. 'Probably the poet was deepest in him', but he never quite fulfilled his early promise,
perhaps because 'verse came too easily to him, and therefore tended to take light and transient
forms' (121a). History was 'the subject which was probably nearest his heart' (121a), but though
his research was deep and thorough, his historical portraits brilliant, and his comments
illuminating, they were not fully woven together. He never provided the overview and the grand
sweep of narrative of the greater historians. 'Perhaps this lack of sustained power is the price
which human nature must pay for versatility' (121b).

A47 'Richard Middleton'

Spectator 109 (17 August 1912): 238-39. Review.

Richard Middleton. The Ghost-Ship, and other Stories (introduced by Arthur Machen) and Poems
and Songs.

The review explains that Middleton was a young English writer who died a year ago at the age of
twenty-nine. These two volumes are collections of his work, some of which was previously
published in contemporary journals. They are 'in the highest degree remarkable' for their
technical accomplishment and 'their strange individuality of spirit' (238a). This spirit manifests
itself in a ceaseless quest for beauty and for 'the key to the riddle of things' (238b). His poems are
less satisfying than his stories, because 'they are full of false starts and blind alleys' (238b). But his
tales are more mature work. Several are tragedies seen through the eyes of a child. Others are
psychological allegories with 'a perplexing moral for art or life' (239a). But the review finds best
of all the tales of fantasy, such as 'The Ghost-Ship', which are 'mad with an eerie, logical,
unforgettable madness' (239a).

A48 'A History of English Literature'
Spectator 109 (14 September 1912): 373.
Andrew Lang. History of English Literature from ‘Beowulf’ to Swinburne.

Andrew Lang died earlier in the year (see A46) and the review considers that to many who knew
him this book will seem like a last testament. It is the culmination of a lifetime devoted to writing
about books and reveals all Lang's familiar Scottish loyalties —to Mary Queen of Scots, Bonnie
Prince Charles, the Border and Sir Walter Scott. But he is always scrupulously fair and never loses
his sense of values. His vast knowledge 'furnishes him with analogies and standards of value most
useful in such a work. For in a good literary history criticism should be comparative' (373a). He is
equally at home with Fielding and Samuel Johnson as with Scott and Thackeray, with Austen as
well as with Dickens, and 'he is no less good on Keats, Poe, Matthew Arnold and Swinburne'
(373b). Overall, this is 'by far the freshest, sanest, wisest guide to the whole range of English
letters which has yet appeared' (373a).

A49 'Professor Elton on English Literature'
Spectator 109 (21 December 1912): 1066-68. Review.
Oliver Elton. A Survey of English Literature, 1780-1830 (2 vols.).

The review says that this is not strictly a history of English literature but 'a record of preferences,
arranged in order of time, a personal view of a multitude of writers great and small' (1066b). It
succeeds because of the width and depth of the author's reading, the sound basis of his criticism,
which assesses a work principally on its aesthetic value, and by 'the vitality of his appreciation'
(1066b). Over eight hundred pages his clear enjoyment of his task never flags, infecting the
reader with 'a new zest for literature — a unique achievement for a volume of literary history'
(1067a). The Romantic Movement is a major aspect of the book, and the review discusses its
definition and origins before considering the author's comments on some of the movement’s
major figures: Burns, Scott, Wordsworth, Byron and Shelley.
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A50 'The Casual Ward'
Spectator 110 (29 March 1913): 542. Short review.
A D Godley. The Casual Ward.

This is a book of prose parodies and humorous verse. Most of the parodies are very deft and
assume a particular kind of reader, who knows not only Oxford but also University politics. The
verse has a broader appeal, satirising the 'fads and inconsistencies' (542b) of modern politics,
society and literary fashions. 'The idols of democracy are chaffed and bantered till somehow they
seem a little loose on their pedestals' (542b). The author's exact scholarship, 'whimsical Toryism’',
dry humour, and 'crushing common sense' (542b), make a combination which the review finds
unique among contemporary writers. It ends by quoting two stanzas from the book.

A51 'Africanderisms'

Times Literary Supplement 12 (24 July 1913): 309. Review.

Rev. Charles Pettman. Africanderisms: A Glossary of South African Colloquial Words and Phrases
and of Place and Other Names.

The review notes that the author of this carefully compiled book, who has been a resident in
South Africa for nearly forty years, has faced the difficult task which confronts all lexicographers.
Colloquial speech is 'a living thing, and words spring up, flourish for a little, and then disappear’
(309b). His glossary has therefore fixed the colloquial speech of South Africa at a certain moment,
providing 'a philological landmark' for the student of the vernacular (309b). The review observes:
'South Africa, as we should expect from its history, is a linguistic museum' (309b), with words
taken from Portuguese, French, half a dozen native tongues, and several Oriental languages being
mingled in the common speech, whether Dutch or English. But 'Dutch remains the great influence
in the English spoken by Africanders. It is an influence purely utilitarian and unliterary, for South
African Dutch has no literature' (309c).

A52 ‘The Hynde Let Loose’
Golden Hynde June 1914 (no volume or issue numbers given): 54-57. Signed.

A light-hearted article on the subject of wit. Buchan contrasts ‘Humour’, which is ‘the gift of God
and incommunicable’, with ‘Wit’, ‘a thing of turns of speech and human ingenuities, a thing
attainable by taking thought’ (54). He then proceeds to give three simple ‘lessons’ for the
attainment of wit: the perversion of familiar proverbs or sayings; the paradoxical application of a
well-known epithet to a friend or acquaintance; and the inappropriate comparison of two
contrasting public figures. Buchan illustrates his lessons with some literary examples.

A53 'Biography for Boys'
Times Literary Supplement 13 (10 December 1914): 551.

This article argues that every boy is a hero-worshipper, anxious to give his confidence, affection
and loyalty to 'some magnificent human being' (551b). This trait is the foundation of discipline at
school and in the military. Consequently, the 'natural form of literature' for boys is biography
(551b), but very few biographies are of the right kind, because a boy's definition of a hero is very
narrow. He is not interested in the hero of humble life, preferring action, danger and adventure.
Nor does he like the moral hero often presented to him, being suspicious that 'moral courage
means physical cowardice, as it frequently does' (551b). The best kind of hero is one that can be
imitated, one that he has 'a sporting chance' of emulating in later life (551b). The biography must
also tell the story of the hero in a suitable manner. It must have 'a swift and glowing narrative'
which avoids 'ponderosity’ and 'facile moralising'. Above all, 'great deeds should be told in the
great manner' (551c).
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A54 ‘My War Reading’
Book Monthly Autumn 1918 (no volume or issue numbers given): 27-28. Signed.

Buchan’s short article appears with others by writers such as J L Garvin and Robert Hichens under
the composite title of ‘My War Reading’. He states that his reading during the First World War has
turned out to be very different from what he expected. He has re-read Latin and Greek classics
such as Homer, Virgil, and Herodotus, but no Greek plays. Also, historians such as Mommsen and
Gibbon. ‘I dare say the explanation of all this is that at a time when the foundations of the world
are rocking, there is some satisfaction in studying other epochs of insecurity’ (28a). In fiction his
chief interest has been the ‘Waverley Novels’ of Sir Walter Scott, which he read alternately with
Dumas, to the detriment of the Frenchman. He has not read much contemporary fiction, but
found ‘a new appetite for books of literary criticism, possibly because of the difference between
their world and that of my ordinary avocations’ (28a).

A55 'The Literature of Autumn Sport'

Times Literary Supplement 19 (23 September 1920): 605-06.

A copy of this article in Buchan’s scrapbook has a manuscript note: ‘Written by me in July, 1914
and held up by the war. JB.” (NLS Acc.7214. Mf.MSS.317).

This is an extended leading article on the subject of sport in literature, in particular deer-stalking
and salmon-fishing. It notes that literary fiction has largely ignored the modern fashion,
facilitated by easy rail travel, of travelling from London and the south to the Scottish Highlands on
sporting holidays, but popular novelists such as Laurence Lockhart and Horace Hutchinson have
revelled in it, often highlighting the comedy of a townsman struggling in unfamiliar country.
However, the classics of the genre are to be found more in volumes of recollections and
reminiscences than in works of fiction. The article discusses several, such as St John's Highland
Sports, Scrope's Art of Deer-Stalking and The Days and Nights of Salmon Fishing, and Walton's The
Compleat Angler. It also mentions contemporary writers reviewed in the Spectator such as Gilfrid
Hartley (see N35), Gathorne-Hardy (N5, N38) and Sir Herbert Maxwell (N6, N7). It points out that
many modern writers are field naturalists as well as sportsmen, and 'see more in wild life than the
raw material of a bag or a basket' (606a).

A56 'This Freedom'
Spectator 129 (12 August 1922): 215-16. Review.
A S M Hutchinson. This Freedom.

The review outlines the plot of this novel, which concerns a woman of feminist views who
believes that 'marriage and maternity are not incompatible with a business career' (215b). This is
to the detriment of her children who, lacking intimate attention, are beset by tragedy. The review
says that the moral nature of the plot is 'a legitimate thesis, a genuine problem' (216a), but it
finds that the 'deluge of tragedies' in the final third of the book is 'pure fairy tale', 'so fantastic as
to be almost comic' (216a). The book fails because it is written too obviously to expound a thesis,
which the author is unable to sustain throughout. His previous books have met with a wide
popularity because they are written with 'gusto' (216a), a hurried style which captures ‘something
of the speed and passion of real life’, where 'the author clutches the reader by the arm and
hurries him along' (216a). The narrow, single theme of the present novel does not allow the
author to display these qualities.

A57 'Adventure Stories: From Defoe to Stevenson'
John O'London's Weekly 16 (4 December 1926): 274, 276. Signed.

The article defines the adventure story as a rapid narrative which concentrates on strange and
romantic incidents, and Robert Louis Stevenson's Kidnapped is given as a model example. The
correct balance is essential for a successful adventure story. The emphasis must be on plot rather
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than psychology, but this restricted scope and scale means that it cannot be regarded as one of
the major literary genres. The article also distinguishes two different types of adventure story.
The first relies on fast-paced narrative to disguise the improbabilities of plot. Stevenson's
Treasure Island and Anthony Hope's The Prisoner of Zenda are prime examples. The second uses
a documentary method of convincing, matter-of-fact details to provide a realistic background to
the romantic plot. Examples are Rider Haggard's King Solomon's Mines and Erskine Childers’ The
Riddle of the Sands, 'the best story of adventure published in the last quarter of a century' (276a).

A58 'The Most Difficult Form of Fiction'
Listener 1 (16 January 1929): 21-22. Signed.

Buchan argues that the historical novel, which is 'a little out of favour to-day' (21a), is the most
difficult form of fiction. He defines it as 'a novel which attempts to reconstruct the life, and
recapture the atmosphere, of an age other than that of the writer' (21a). Therein lies the main
difficulty. Whereas the contemporary writer deals with matters which are within his world of
experience, the historical novelist has to 'construct for himself, imaginatively, not only the drama,
but the atmosphere and the modes of living' (21a) of a past age. He requires 'a scrupulous gift of
selection' to avoid 'artistically irrelevant bric-a-brac’, and 'an austere conscience' so that he does
not 'pervert the past', because the contemporary reader may not be able to detect this (21b).
Above all, he needs 'a strong independent imagination' (21b) to be able to create past modes of
thought, which are even more difficult to realise than past modes of living.

A59 ‘Dissatisfied with Scotland’
Daily Express 20 June 1930: 10d-f. Signed.

Buchan notes how ‘so many Scotsmen are dissatisfied with the present condition of Scotland’ that
a new nationalist movement has developed (10d). But he sets aside the political aspect of the
movement, ‘not because | have not considerable sympathy with it, but because it is secondary
rather than primary. Scotland must have an idiomatic and individual life before it is worth talking
about nationalism in any other sense’ (10d). In his view, Scotland must develop its own culture,
but he considers that ‘we have no modern Scottish schools in art, letters or thought’ (10d). For
Buchan: ‘Literature is the key-point’ (10e). Although there are isolated figures such as Neil Munro,
whose The New Road Buchan considers to be ‘the best piece of Scottish fiction since Sir Walter
[Scott]’ (10d), and there has been a revival of interest in certain forgotten Scottish poets such as
William Dunbar, this is not enough. Scotland needs a modern, contemporary literary culture. ‘I
want to see creative genius, the shaping spirit of art applied to the new world around us’ (10e).

A60 ‘The Importance of Writing and Speaking Good English’
Daily Express 10 September 1930: 8d-f. Signed.

Buchan observes that there is currently much anxiety in the newspapers about the state of the
English language. It is too clichéd or verbose, with special complaints concerning ‘business’ and
‘official’ English (8d). He agrees in the main with these criticisms, but praises the generally high
standard of modern writing in the newspapers: ‘I often find it refreshing to turn to them from
much self-conscious rigmarole which professes to be literature’ (8f). He has one cardinal rule for
good writing or speaking: ‘to make language convey your full meaning. If your meaning is simple
your speech will correspond. If it is subtle, or imaginative, or charged with emotion, the style
should reflect these qualities’ (8d).
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A61 ‘The Decline of the Novel’
John O’London’s Weekly 24 (3 January 1931): 537-38, 554. Signed.

A62 ‘The Novelist’s Moral Code’
John O’London’s Weekly 24 (10 January 1931): 569-70. Signed.

These two articles, published on the front pages of consecutive issues of John O’London’s Weekly,
reproduce in two parts, with a number of relatively minor omissions and amendments, the text of
Buchan’s Presidential address delivered to the Scottish branch of the English Association on 22
November 1930. The full text of the address was subsequently published as a pamphlet, The
Novel and the Fairy Tale, in July 1931.

The first article, ‘The Decline of the Novel’, corresponds with sections I-IV of The Novel and the
Fairy Tale. It praises the Victorian novel as ‘the most typical product of our national genius’
(537b). In comparison, the modern novel represents a significant decline. Much contemporary
fiction, with its concentration on the sub-conscious, the ‘psychological profundity’ (537b) of
passions and emotions, and its lack of plot and purpose, belongs to ‘an entirely different class’
(537c) from the novel as customarily defined. Buchan develops his argument in favour of the
Victorian novel by comparing its essential elements with those of the fairy tale: a concentration
on the story, with characters defined by action rather than psychology, and a dominant idea or
purpose which is morally uplifting.

The second article, “‘The Novelist’s Moral Code’, corresponds with sections V-VIII of The Novel and
the Fairy Tale, and concentrates on the Victorian novelists’ handling of character. Like the old fairy
tales, but unlike many contemporary writers, they are not afraid to adopt a moral code and pass
judgment on their characters. In doing so, they provide ‘interpretations of life in a hopeful spirit’
(570b), rather than the ‘pathological study in meanness and vice’ (570b) which is often the subject
of the modern writer.

A63 'Jargon of the Age'
Graphic 131 (28 February 1931): 286. Signed.

In this article Buchan regrets the influence of American slang on the English language, not only
through American film talkies but in formal written language. 'One type of American writer gluts
his style with commercial and technical terms', while others 'glory in a kind of bastard
philosophical jargon' (286a). There is a similar tendency on this side of the Atlantic to use
'desiccated, quasi-scientific phrases which are only a cloak for laziness and slackness of thought'
(286b). Buchan observes that: ‘America is rapidly inventing a new language, for which | have
every respect....But | do not want to see American idioms in common use here, for they do not
belong to us. And some of them are rankly bad’ (286a). The article ends by praising the BBC for
setting 'a high standard of pure English' (286b).

A64 'The Christmas Tradition in our Literature'
John O'London's Weekly 26 (December 1931): 332, 336. Signed.

Buchan defines the specifically English Christmas tradition as being a period of sanctuary, 'a spell
of peace and security, a Sabbatical rest from the cares of the world' (332c). Our literature reflects
this tradition, but Buchan considers that the ‘classic Christmas demands wild weather, or....an
outer world of risks and difficulties which must be traversed before shelter is reached' and the
traditional Christmas can begin (332c). He cites Blackmore's Lorna Doone and Neil Munro's John
Splendid as containing examples of this, but finds that the Christmas at Dingley Dell in The
Pickwick Papers is not in the true tradition, because: 'The access is too easy, the outside world
too mild, and we miss the feeling of a sanctuary won' (336). In modern times the railway train
and motor car also make our access to Christmas too easy, and the daily post and newspapers and
the wireless set mean that our homes are no longer true sanctuaries from the outside world. The
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result is that the special flavour of the English Christmas tradition has largely disappeared, and its
mood can only be recaptured through our literature.

A65 'The Scott that Remains'
Listener 8 (21 September 1932): 407-10. Signed.

This is a literary assessment of Sir Walter Scott, published on the exact centenary of his death,
which asks what remains of his work that is 'essential and indestructible' (407a). Buchan admits
that the influence of Scott on his own writing necessarily clouds his assessment. He also accepts
that Scott is no longer read by much of the younger generation and has fallen out of critical
favour. Nevertheless he remains one of 'the world's greatest imaginative creators' (407a). Like
Shakespeare and Tolstoy 'he takes a very large tract of life and moulds it to the purposes of art'
(408b). His characters 'have a striking verisimilitude, for we recognise the world behind them'
(408b). But his imaginative creativity as an artist acts 'to transform that very real world into the
world of romance, and shape it into drama and beauty. That is his peculiar genius' (409a). This
blend of realism and romance enables Scott to include elements of both tragedy and comedy in
the drama he creates, and to find 'splendour in the prosaic' and 'heroism in the unheroic' (409b).
But he also includes a hint of the mystical, and 'provides us with a mirror in which we can read the
transience of human glory and the futility of human hopes. Few men can make so real the
shadow of mortality' (410a).

A66 ‘Books | Have Never Read’
Bookman 83 (October 1932): 21. Signed.

This article follows a similar format to that of ‘My War Reading’ (A54). Buchan’s very short piece
appears alongside others by writers such as Maurice Baring and GK Chesterton in a composite
article sub-titled: ‘Confessions of Certain Bookmen. Collected by Grant Uden’. Buchan confesses
to some wide gaps in his reading, including Spenser’s Faerie Queene, the lesser Elizabethan and
Restoration dramatists, and the essayists Addison and Steele. He says: ‘| have never been able to
finish a novel of Richardson; | cannot read Blake, except for a few lyrics; and | have stuck in
everything of Charlotte Bronté’s except Jane Eyre’ (21a). With regard to modern writers: ‘In my
reading of contemporary literature the lacunae are not gaps but chasms’ (21a).
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B: POETRY AND VERSE

B1 ‘The Muse of the Angle’
Gentleman’s Magazine 278 (January 1895): 60-72. Signed.

This is an essay on the sport of angling in English poetry from the earliest times to the present
day. The subject originally derives from the love of nature and country life which is apparent in
the earliest English poetry. Buchan’s survey begins with the Piscatory Eclogues of Phineas
Fletcher, and moves through William Browne, Izaak Walton, Charles Cotton, John Thomson, Dr
John Wolcot, and Thomas Tod Stoddart, who is ‘the poet-laureate of fishing’ (69). He summarises
the principal characteristics of each poet and provides illustrative quotations from their verse. Of
contemporary poets, Andrew Lang is singled out as ‘the best angling poet of late years’ (70).

B2 ‘Mr Henley’s New Volume of Verse’
Spectator 85 (18 August 1900): 212-13. Review.
William Ernest Henley. For England’s Sake: Verses and Songs in Time of War.

This is a book of twelve songs, two of which were published in an earlier volume, including “What
have | done for you, England, my England’. The ten new songs are all inspired by the ongoing Boer
War, and overall they have ‘a heartening, rousing note’ (212b), which is ‘gallant and single-
hearted’, while at the same time ‘keenly alive to both sorrow and joy’ (213a). The review
considers that the finest is perhaps ‘The Levy of Shields’, ‘with its historical imagery weaving
together past and present’ (213a). The nearest approach to Kipling is ‘Our Chief of Men’, a ‘noble
eulogy of Lord Roberts’ (213a), the British commander in South Africa. The songs are not without
their faults. There is an occasional awkwardness in rhythm, and sometimes the emphasis is a little
strained, with a tendency ‘to mistake robustiousness for strength’ (213a).

B3 'Mr Hardy's Drama'
Spectator 92 (20 February 1904): 293-94. Review.
Thomas Hardy. The Dynasts: a Drama of the Napoleonic Wars. Part I.

Hardy's subject is the ferment of Europe during the Napoleonic Wars, and this first part covers the
period up to Austerlitz and the death of William Pitt. The work is conceived on an epic scale, but
Hardy attempts to show the events of the period 'as a kind of puppet-show, behind which moves
the force which the author chooses to call the Immanent Will, causeless and incomprehensible'
(293a). The review finds that Hardy's conception of this Will is the 'cardinal error' (293b) of the
work — it is far too distant from humanity, 'too cold, bloodless, and formal' (293b) for the needs of
human drama. Here the author’s reach has exceeded his grasp, because not only does the work
lack the unities of normal drama, it is also faulty in execution. The verse is often 'halting, turgid,
and singularly lacking in music' (294a). In particular the spirits, who provide a running
commentary on the action in the manner of a Greek chorus, talk ‘in the worst jargon of the
schools’ (293b). Nevertheless the review concludes that the work is not a complete failure,
because it has the outlines of a good poetic conception. 'It is the work of a poet, but it is rarely
poetry' (294a).

B4 'Mr Swinburne's New Poems'
Spectator 93 (17 September 1904): 393-94. Review.
Algernon Charles Swinburne. A Channel Passage, and other Poems.

The review supposes that this book comprises poems taken from the author's occasional work
down the years because, though undated, the verse seems to represent different phases in the
poet's development. Unfortunately, most of it lacks the 'fierce lyrical intensity' (393a) of the
author’s best work of the 1860s and 1870s. In the absence of this passion, the faults become
more obvious: a narrow range of style, limited and mechanical rhythms and cadences, no
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surprises, and no sense of mystery, which is 'the primary endowment of a good poet' (393b).
However, there are a few poems where the former inspiration is present, such as '"Hawthorn Tide'
and 'To a Baby Kinswoman', and the quite exceptional 'Ode to Burns', which 'seems to us to be
not only the finest thing in the book, but one of the finest things that Mr Swinburne has ever
published' (394a).

B5 'Some Recent Verse'

Spectator 94 (28 January 1905): 113-14. Review.

Alfred Noyes. Poems.

Francis Coutts. Musa Verticordia.

W G Hole. Queen Elizabeth: an Historical Drama.

Richard Garnett. William Shakespeare, Pedagogue and Poacher: a Drama.
Dorothea Gore-Brown. Sweetbriar: a Pastoral with Songs.
Ashmore Wingate. Blanchefleur the Queen.

John Payne. Hamid the Luckless, and other Tales in Verse.
John Todhunter. Sounds and Sweet Airs.

George Cookson. Egyptian and other Verses.

Charles G D Roberts. The Book of the Rose: Poems.

David Lowe. Sonnets of Sweet Sorrow.

James Whitehead. Love's Tribute: a Sonnet-Sequence.

The review begins with some general comments on the minor poetry of the period. Itis
accomplished, has a wide range of themes, is pleasant and scholarly, but it is uninspired. 'The
antithesis of minor poetry is not great poetry, but simply poetry, — that evasive quality in thought
or diction which arrests the mind with a sharp shock of pleasure' (113a). The review offers W B
Yeats as an example of someone who 'is not, to our mind, a great poet; but no one would dream
of calling him a minor poet' (113a). The writers of all the volumes under review are minor poets,
with the possible exception of Alfred Noyes, who 'but for a few grave blemishes would deserve
serious consideration as a poet' (113b), and W G Hole, who 'has established himself as one of the
few literary dramatists of our day who are worth attention' (114a). The review contains detailed
comments on all the volumes under consideration.

B6 'A Sheaf of Verse'

Spectator 95 (5 August 1905): 191-92. Review.

Robert Bridges. Demeter: a Mask.

Maurice Baring. Mahasena: a Play in Three Acts.
Victor Plarr. The Tragedy of Asgard.

Bliss Carman. Poems (2 vols.).

Arthur Christopher Benson. Peace, and other Poems.
Wilfrid Wilson Gibson. The Nets of Love.

Pamela Tennant. Windlestraw: a Book of Verse.
Eleanor Esher. Dreamland.

Eleanour Norton. April Lilac.

Archibald T Strong. Sonnets and Songs.

Dum-Dum. Rhymes of the East, and Recollected Verses.
Rip van Winkle. The Parliament of Beasts, and other Verses.

The review comments that these books show the versatility of contemporary verse, as they cover
almost every poetic mode except the epic. It makes detailed comments on them all, but
highlights in particular Robert Bridges' Demeter for its 'mystical account of Persephone's
experiences in the nether-world', and 'that grave perfection of form which Mr Bridges almost
alone of the moderns can achieve' (191b). It also singles out Bliss Carman's lyric poetry, which on
the whole deserves the status accorded to it by this two-volume collected edition, and the
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satirical verse of a progressive South African journalist writing as 'Rip van Winkle', who ridicules
the follies of his opponents with good humour and 'plenty of sting' (192b).

B7 'Songs from Far Lands'

Spectator 95 (16 September 1905): 391-92. Review.

William Henry Drummond. The Voyageur, and other Poems.

C F Usborne. Panjabi Lyrics and Proverbs: Translations in Verse and Prose.
Laurence Hope. Indian Love.

All three books contain songs which 'breathe the spirit of remote places and strange modes of
life', and therefore 'can rarely be without romance' (391a). Drummond summons up the old life
of the French pioneers and settlers of Canada in a rustic patois which conveys lyricism, humour
and pathos. Usborne has collected many charming Panjabi folk-songs and proverbs, translating
them from the vernacular into verse which has the lilt and magic of folk-poetry. 'Laurence Hope'
(the pseudonym of Adela Nicolson) has written songs of elementary passions which have the
authentic spirit of the East, but with a self-consciousness and form of expression which are wholly
Western. She 'must hold a unique place in modern letters. No woman has written lines so full of
a strange primeval savagery' (391b).

B8 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 95 (11 November 1905): 760-61. Review.

May Doney. Songs of the Real.

Sarojini Naidu. The Golden Threshold.

E Nesbit. The Rainbow and the Rose.

B Paul Neuman. Pro Partria, and other Poems.

Ellen Thorneycroft Fowler (Mrs Felkin). Verses, Wise or Otherwise.
Lloyd Mifflin. Collected Sonnets of Lloyd Mifflin.

Post Wheeler. Poems.

Charles F Grindrod. Studies in Rhyme and Rhythm.

Anonymous. Euphrosyne: a Collection of Verse.

Ernest Favenc. Voices of the Desert.

Alfred Noyes. The Forest of Wild Thyme: a Tale for Children under Ninety.

The review says that modern verse tends to be 'desperately correct, accomplished, and tuneful’
(760b). 'Passion and a new note are not so common' (760b), and therefore the review singles out
Miss May Doney's songs of love and children for these qualities despite their many imperfections
of style. Mrs Naidu, by contrast, writes delicate light verse — folk-songs, fairy-tales, lyrics — which
is skilful and cultivated. E Nesbit shows much dexterity and a wide range, with the best being her
village monologues, 'full of insight and humour and sound philosophy' (761a). The review also
notes in particular Ernest Favenc's ballads of the great deserts of Central Australia which, despite
being raw and grim, have 'a passion and a realism which are all too rare to-day' (761b).

B9 'Mr Stephen Phillips's Nero'
Spectator 96 (27 January 1906): 137-38.

Unusually for a Spectator leading article of this period, this is a review of a play currently being
produced at His Majesty's Theatre. The play is written in blank verse, and the review
concentrates on the quality of the writing and its relationship to the dramatic action. In
comparison with the author's previous plays it finds that the characters and their verse speeches
are more fully integrated as components of the tragedy rather than being isolated soliloquists.
The review includes a summary of the plot and several verse extracts from the speeches with
critical comments. Only in the final paragraph is any reference made to the staging of the play
and the performance. The leading actors are Henry Beerbohm Tree as Nero and his wife, Helen
Maud, as Agrippina.
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B10 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 96 (17 February 1906): 262-63. Review.

Andrew Lang. New Collected Rhymes.

Katharine Tynan. Innocencies.

Eva Gore-Booth. The Three Resurrections, and The Triumph of Maeve.
Ernest Rhys. Lays of the Round Table, and other Lyric Romances.

Lady Alfred Douglas (Olive Custance). The Blue Bird.

Elizabeth Gibson. Shadows.

C R Ashbee. Echoes from the City of the Sun.

Leonard A Rickett. Poems of Love and Nature.

I H Wallis. The Cloud Kingdom.

Bernard W Henderson. At Intervals.

James M Lowry. A Lay of Kilcock, with other Lays and Relays.

Francis Carey Slater. Footpaths through the Veld, and other Songs and Idylls of South Africa.
John Runcie. Songs by the Stoep.

The review welcomes the new collection by Andrew Lang as 'an epitome of his work in verse'
(262a) and a refreshing change from his recent historical and anthropological writing. Itis a
diverse collection of ballads, folk-songs, parodies, topical rhymes, and lyrics on subjects ranging
from angling and cricket to Bonnie Prince Charlie. The next three volumes are inspired by Celtic
sources. By far the most remarkable, according to the review, is that by Katharine Tynan, who
provides 'true lyrics of the joy of the earth, in which wild Nature is made the sharer and the
interpreter of human moods' (262b). Of the remainder, the poems of Lady Alfred Douglas are
'more accomplished than original'. She is 'too modish' and her verse has an 'air of extreme
artifice' (262b). The last two volumes are of special interest as they come from South African
writers with 'more than a hint of a new note' (263a).

B11 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 96 (12 May 1906): 756-57. Review.

Charles M Doughty. The Dawn in Britain. (2 vols.).

T Sturge Moore. Poems.

Wilfred Campbell. The Collected Poems of Wilfred Campbell.
Alfred Austin. The Door of Humility.

Amélie Rives (Princess Troubetzkoy). Augustine the Man.
Frederic Harrison. Nicephorus: a Tragedy of New Rome.
Laurence Binyon. Paris and Oenone.

Harold Elsdale Goad. Nimrod the Builder.

Reginald Fanshawe. Corydon: an Elegy.

G Constant Lounsbery. Love's Testament: a Sonnet Sequence.
Aurelian. Poems.

Seosamh MacCathmhaoil. The Rushlight.

The review finds that Charles Doughty's work is the most fresh and original of the verse under
consideration. It is the epic story of Britain from the dawn of history to the arrival of the first
Christian missionaries. The story is badly told, with too much detail and confusion, and the style is
archaic and tortuous. But the work has 'a wonderful imaginative power....full of a curious
grandeur and beauty' (756a). Of the other works under review, Wilfred Campbell is described as
'in many ways the foremost living Canadian poet' (756b) whose verse, though trite and imitative,
is full-hearted and vigorous. The latest work by the Poet Laureate, Alfred Austin, is also trite, but
with few redeeming features. The review finds that Austin 'has nothing to say' and what he does
say 'was scarcely worth writing' (756b).
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B12 'A "Student of Felicity"
Spectator 97 (4 August 1906): 157-58.

The article marks the discovery of a new poet, Thomas Traherne, whose seventeenth century
verse has just been published by the bookseller and bibliophile, Bertram Dobell. After giving
details of how Dobell made his discovery, the article provides an assessment of Traherne's poetry.
He was a mystic who saw the world with wonder and delight as God's creation, and who read 'in
the phenomena of Nature the message of the Eternal' (157a). His verse is passionate in its
exuberance and delight, and stands comparison with the mystical poetry of George Herbert and
Henry Vaughan, which 'is still the finest body of sacred verse in our language' (157a), though
Traherne is not quite at that level. The article ends with a long quotation from his prose, which it
considers has a far deeper beauty than his verse. (A volume of Traherne's prose was
subsequently published and reviewed — see A29).

B13 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 97 (1 September 1906): 296-97. Review.

Alfred Noyes. Drake: an English Epic. Books I-IlI.

John Davidson. Holiday, and other Poems: with a Note on Poetry.
Edward Sydney Tylee. Trumpet and Flag.

H D Rawnsley. A Sonnet Chronicle, 1900-1906.

Frederic Atkinson. Mattathias, and other Poems.
Laurence Housman. Mendicant Rhymes.

Gerald Gould. Lyrics.

Ella Young. Poems.

Dora Sigerson. The Story and Song of Black Roderick.
Bernard Drew. Cassandra, and other Poems.

Harold Monro. Poems.

John Drinkwater. The Death of Leander, and other Poems.
John Farrell. How He Died, and other Poems.

A B Paterson (ed.). Old Bush Songs.

Henry Lawson. When | was King, and other Verses.

The review finds that Alfred Noyes' verse has always been full of courage, high spirits, imagination
and melody, but hitherto has tended to lack seriousness in subject matter and style. But in his
latest volume, an epic of Drake's circumnavigation of the world, he seems to have come into his
own. His material is noble and his blank verse suitably stately and sonorous. John Davidson's new
book shows that he has assumed the mantle of W E Henley as an Imperialist who favours Tariff
Reform. His poetry is full of robust optimism and joy in life. From the remainder the review
highlights Laurence Housman's Mendicant Rhymes for their songs of simple folk, beggars, fairies
and country tales with echoes of Robert Herrick, and Gerald Gould's Lyrics, which show ‘a mastery
of his art and a maturity of thought which are little short of marvellous’ (297a) for such a young
writer.

B14 'The Greek Anthology'
Spectator 97 (17 November 1906): 779-80.

Although not specifically a review, this article welcomes the publication of a new edition of JW
Mackail's Select Epigrams from the Greek Anthology, which has been out of print for sixteen years
and difficult to obtain. It is based on the Palatine Anthology of over five thousand epigrams
discovered in the seventeenth century in a library at Heidelberg. Mackail's edition selects about
one tenth of the best. Although the work of ordinary poets rather than acknowledged Greek
masters, the verses are striking for their beauty and variety, and the homeliness of the epigrams is
part of their charm and intimate appeal. They are also modern in that they are supremely human,
covering every view of life and every phase of temperament. The article gives quotations and
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examples from the anthology which relate to the various stages of the human lifespan: youth,
adulthood, middle age, old age and death.

B15 'Thomas Moore'
Spectator 97 (1 December 1906): 878-79.

A Celtic cross has been unveiled as a memorial to the Irish poet Thomas Moore (1779-1852). This
is typical, says the article, of the kind of reputation Moore has now acquired, caught up in a
movement, the Celtic revival, with which he has scarcely anything in common, except birth and a
sense of patriotism. The modern Irish poets are sad and other-worldly, with a strange mixture of
paganism and medieval Christianity, and there is an austerity which runs through all their best
work. Moore, on the other hand, loved the creature comforts, good talk, fine wine, and amiable
company. He was a man of the world who was very different from the modern Irish mystics. The
article assesses his poetry with examples and quotations. It notes that there is a good deal of it,
but little of any real quality. Much of it is light and trifling, humorous and satirical, written as it
came to mind with no laborious revision. Nothing could be further from the serious, self-
conscious artist that is the modern Irish poet.

B16 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 97 (8 December 1906): 930-31. Review.

Newman Howard. Constantine the Great: a Tragedy.

George Wyndham. Ronsard and La Pléiade, with Selections from their Poetry and some
Translations in the Original Metres.

W B Yeats. Poems, 1899-1905.

Walter de la Mare. Poems.

Lance Fallaw. Silverleaf and Oak.

Kaufmann Spiers. Durante and Selvaggia.

Maurice Baring. Sonnets and Short Poems.

Harry Graham. Misrepresentative Woman, and other Verses.
Dum-Dum. The Crackling of Thorns.

The review gives first place to Newman Howard's new play as it is 'by far the most notable
contribution to English drama....for several years' (930b) and is written by 'one of the very few
living poets who stand in the great tradition' (930b). George Wyndham's book is a selection from
the poetry which emerged from the flowering of the late renaissance in France. W B Yeats'
collection consists of three plays and a number of short lyrics called 'In the Seven Woods'. The
review comments: 'His peculiar qualities have won so assured a place for him in modern
literature that criticism is superfluous, and we can only give a word of welcome to this
republication’ (931a). But the plays lack ‘clean outline', and the review values them mainly for
their passages of 'desire and vague regret' (931a). The next four volumes are the work of lyric
poets, of which Walter de la Mare 'has by far the most striking and original talent' (931a). The last
two are excellent examples of humorous poetry.

B17 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 98 (2 February 1907): 179-80. Review.

Francesco Petrarcha. On the Death of Madonna Laura. Translated by Agnes Tobin.
William Byron Forbush. Ecclesiastes in the Metre of Omar.
Anonymous. Old Songs of the Elizabethans, with New Songs in Reply.
A E Dundrum. By Still Waters: Lyrical Poems, Old and New.

Alice Meynell (ed.). A Selection from the Verses of John B Tabb.
Ernest Radford. A Collection of Poems.

William Stevens. The Truce of God, and other Poems.

Arthur K Sabin. The Death of Icarus, and other Poems.

R G T Coventry. Poems.
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Charles F Grindrod. Songs from the Classics.

Arthur H Adams. London Streets.

Will H Ogilvie. Rainbows and Witches.

William H Davies. New Poems.

Percy Schofield. The Triumph of Men: a Dramatic Poem.
A M Buckton. Kings in Babylon: a Drama.

Maurice Baring. Desiderio: a Drama in Three Acts.
Ronald Ross. Fables.

R A K. Signa Severa.

Agnes Tobin's free translation of Petrarch is 'the most valuable and the most original' (179a) of all
the volumes under review. It is 'rather a new work inspired by Petrarch than a version of an old'
(179a). William Forbush's Ecclesiastes has some fine stanzas, but ‘many of the phrases in the
original are in themselves poetry of so pure a quality that any other version seems odd and
irreverent’ (179a). The anonymous Songs of the Elizabethans is ‘a whimsical and successful
adventure’ (179a). The next four volumes are all reprints of verses already published, while the
following six are by lyric poets. Arthur Sabin is ‘by far the most accomplished’ (179b) of them,
while W H Davies's work combines a ‘passionate love of the simplicities of Nature and a pained
sense of the tragedies of life’ (180a). The three dramatic poems are of varying quality, while the
last two books are of light verse.

B18 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 98 (18 May 1907): 798-99. Review.

Bertram Dobell (ed). The Poetical Works of William Strode.
Charles M Doughty. The Dawn in Britain. Vols. V and VI.
George Santayana. A Hermit of Carmel, and other Poems.
John Gregory. My Garden, and other Poems.

William Ellery Leonard. Sonnets and Poems.

William Michael Rossetti. Democratic Sonnets. (2 vols.).
Walter Herries Pollock. Sealed Orders, and other Poems.
J Marjoram. Repose, and other Verses.

Will H Ogilvie. Fair Girls and Gray Horses.

George Essex Evans. The Secret Key, and other Verses.

The review says that, in publishing the poetry of William Strode, who flourished in the early
seventeenth century, Bertram Dobell has saved another good poet from oblivion, as he did
Thomas Traherne (see B12). It recommends Strode as perhaps an even better poet than
Traherne. It also commends the concluding volumes of Charles Doughty's epic, The Dawn in
Britain, as it did the earlier volumes (see B11). George Santayana has a ‘great reputation in
philosophy’, and the review finds that his poetry 'shows the same dexterity of intellect and width
of sympathy' (798a). This collection contains poems on philosophy and art as well as little
dramas of the Crusades, sonnets, College songs and topical verses which reveal a sense of
humour. Of the remainder, J Marjoram's Repose is 'a book to be prized by all lovers of poetry' for
its keen observation, detailed imagination and 'freshness of spirit' (799a).

B19 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 99 (2 November 1907): 635-36. Review.
A G Butler. Hodge and the Land.

Mary Johnston. The Goddess of Reason.

Sara King Wiley. The Coming of Philibert.

John Davidson. The Triumph of Mammon.

Francis Coutts. The Romance of King Arthur.
Zachary Edwards. Avilion, and other Poems.
Arthur Dillon. Orpheus.
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George Henry Miles. Said the Rose, and other Lyrics.

George C Cope. Poems.

Edward Henry Blakeney. The Angel of the Hours, and other Poems.
Guy Eden. Bush Ballads.

Gascoigne Mackie. Short Poems.

Maurice Browne. Songs of Exile.

Annagh. The Dream of the King's Cup-Bearer.

Ralph Hodgson. The Last Blackbird, and other Lines.

The review gives highest place to A G Butler's view of the problems of rural England. There is
humour as well as grimness and tragedy in these verses, which provide a portrait of the rural
mind. The next three books are poetical dramas. Two are highly accomplished performances by
American ladies, but the third, The Triumph of Mammon by John Davidson, is a disappointing
allegory. Its meaning is unclear, with a tedious philosophy conveyed in a curious jargon of
scientific terms. The review comments: 'We cannot but regret this and the other recent
performances of Mr Davidson. One who ten years ago wrote lyrics of fine quality now preaches
philosophy in unreadable plays' (635b). The Romance of King Arthur is much the best of the next
three volumes of narrative poetry. Of the remainder, the review singles out Ralph Hodgson's The
Last Blackbird, which shows an intense passion for nature, strong imagination and a genuine gift
of style. This author's work 'deserves to command serious attention' (636a).

B20 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 100 (25 January 1908): 119-20. Review.
Herbert Trench. New Poems.

Margaret L Woods. Poems Old and New.

Arthur E J Legge. The Pilgrim Jester.

Alfred Noyes. Forty Singing Seamen, and other Poems.
Dora Sigerson Shorter. The Collected Poems of Dora Sigerson Shorter. Introduced by George
Meredith.

Ethel Tindal Atkinson. A Garden of Shadows.

Arthur Colton. Harps Hung Up in Babylon.

E A. Spring in London.

Arthur K Sabin. The Wayfarers.

A St John Adcock. The Shadow Show.

Giosue Carducci. Poems.

Mary A Hutton. The Tdin: an Irish Epic.

Referring to the first six books, the review says that it is rare to find as many volumes of modern
verse of such high quality being published at the same time. It gives first place to Herbert Trench,
because he is 'the most puzzling, provocative, and difficult to estimate of the six' (119a). His new
book is a departure from his previous work, with thought and philosophy taking over from
simplicity and melody. The result is not entirely successful, but the book is 'the most
considerable, and by far the most interesting, achievement in verse which the present writer has
met with for some years' (119b). Margaret Woods' reputation as a novelist has overshadowed
her remarkable poetry, which is illustrated in her book of simple lyrics and ballads. Arthur Legge
'is that rare thing among modern writers, a satirist who is also a poet' (119b). Alfred Noyes is 'a
balladist of a high order' (119b), although some of the pieces in this new book are little better
than 'rhymed homilies in the daily Press' (119b). Dora Sigerson Shorter is an established poet
who has 'the true ballad gift' (120a), whereas the work of Ethel Tindal Atkinson is unfamiliar but
shows promise. The review deals only briefly with the other six books on the list.

37



B21 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 100 (21 March 1908): 462-63. Review.

Thomas Hardy. The Dynasts: a Drama of the Napoleonic Wars. Part Ill.
Lascelles Abercrombie. Interludes and Poems.

L. The Dark Ages, and other Poems.

Bernard O'Dowd. Dominions of the Boundary.

Michael Field. Wild Honey from Various Thyme.

Katharine Mann. Stray Stanzas.

Maria Steuart. A Garland of Lyrics.

THT Case. Songs and Poems.

Harold Monro. Judas.

Frederic Manning. The Vigil of Brunhild.

Eva Gore-Booth. The Sorrowful Princess.

Nelson Gardner. Two Dramas and One Song.

Lady Arabella Romilly. The Coming Dawn, and other Poems.
Elise Eleanor Gurney. Poems.

Alan Field. Lays of West Africa.

The review congratulates Hardy on the completion of what, 'with all its strangeness and
imperfections, is a very remarkable poem' (462b). It admits that the review of the first part four
years ago (see B3) was wrong in criticising Hardy for seeming to overreach himself, so that the
poem lacked unity and dramatic cohesion. Having now considered the completed poem, the
review feels that the dramatic quality of the whole is its greatest achievement. The form of the
verse, especially the style of the choruses of spirits, is still apt to be unsuitable at times, but the
philosophy has mellowed, the action is swifter and more closely knit, and 'the sense of destiny
comes, not from the comments of the spirits, but from the words and deeds of the actors' (463a).
The study of Napoleon's character and the vivid and haunting picture of Waterloo are
unsurpassed, while some of the songs are the best lyrics that Hardy has written. Of the other
poets the review picks out Lascelles Abercrombie as 'a refreshing figure to meet in modern
poetry' (463a). His verse has many faults in subject-matter and form, but he has 'thought,
imagination, and a rude gusto of style' (463a). Bernard O'Dowd is 'the most promising of
Australian writers' (463b), and each of the new narrative poems by Harold Monro and Frederic
Manning is 'a fine piece of psychology, set out in sonorous and dignified verse' (463b).

B22 'Two Poets'

Spectator 100 (4 April 1908): 539-40. Review.
Charles M Doughty. Adam Cast Forth.

St John Lucas. New Poems.

The review notes that there is so much good verse being written today that it is difficult to
distinguish 'the true master', the poet who possesses 'something more' (539b). Nevertheless, the
two authors under review, despite their faults, seem to possess that extra quality. Charles
Doughty, the author of Travels in Arabia Deserta (see M32), has brought 'the formless, misshapen
spirit of the desert' (539b) into his latest work, a dramatic poem of the tale of Adam and Eve after
they have been cast out of Paradise. It is so elemental as to be occasionally grotesque, but it is
written with imagination and grandeur and moments of tenderness. St John Lucas is a younger
poet who has such a facility for melodious verse that 'he is apt to think melody enough' (539b).
But the best poems in his new volume have an unusual imaginative force combined with subtlety
and insight. Many are intimate and personal, but honest and sincere, with no hint of a literary
pose.

38



B23 'Mr Swinburne and Others'

Spectator 101 (4 July 1908): 20-21. Review.

Algernon Charles Swinburne. The Duke of Gandia.

Alfred Austin. Sacred and Profane Love, and other Poems.
John Davidson. Mammon and his Message.

Francis William Bourdillon. Preludes and Romances.
Arthur Davison Ficke. The Earth Passim.

Harberton Lulham. Songs from the Downs and Dunes.
Alice Law. Songs of the Uplands.

W W Gibson. The Web of Life.

A M Buckton. Songs of Joy.

Arthur Lewis. Enamels.

Arthur L Salmon. West-Country Verses.

Members of the Glasgow Ballad Club. Ballads and Poems.
David Lowe. Ballad of a Great City, and other Poems.

W Mackean. The Kinge's Quair.

AV Montgomery. The Rose and the Fire.

Padraic Colva. Wild Earth.

Robert W Service. Songs of a Sourdough.

Theodore van Beek. Poems and a Drama.

John Clark. Hannibal: a Drama.

Edward Conolly. Nugae Latinae: Verses and Translations.

The review refers to Swinburne as the 'greatest of living poets' and his new dramatic poem, which
tells of the murder by Caesar Borgia of his eldest brother, the Duke of Gandia, is 'stamped with all
his old mastery of craft' (20a). Alfred Austin is Poet Laureate, but in his latest book of verse 'there
is no hint anywhere of the mildest inspiration' (20a) and much of it is 'all too trite, too facile'
(20b). The second volume of John Davidson's trilogy God and Mammon (see B19 for a review of
the first volume) contains 'much splendid rhetoric and some poetry' but 'there is no form or
coherence anywhere' (20b). Of the next seven volumes on the list, the review picks out
Bourdillon's Preludes and Romances, which are 'admirably done' (20b), and Lulham's Songs, which
show promise for the future. The next six volumes are all local poetry, Devonian, Scottish and
Irish, of which much the best is West-Country Verses. Of the remainder, many of Robert Service's
Songs of a Sourdough are 'pure Kipling in manner' (21b), but Service has a talent of his own and
the review ranks him 'high among modern poets of wild Nature, for he has that great essential of
good literature, — something to say' (21b).

B24 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 101 (12 September 1908): 370-71. Review.

St John Lucas. Gallio: the Prize Poem on a Sacred Subject, 1908.
B E Baughan. Shingle-Short, and other Verses.

Bertram Dobell (ed.). Unknown author. The Partial Law: a Tragi-Comedy.
Adolphus Alfred Jack. Mathilde: a Play.

Lady Margaret Sackville. Hildris the Queen.

Ernest Rhys. The Masque of the Grail.

Bernard Capes. Amaranthus: a Book of Little Songs.

E Nesbit. Ballads and Lyrics of Socialism.

R G T Coventry. New Poems.

Rowland Thirlmere. Mont St Michel, and other Poems.

A St John Adcock. From a London Garden.

Alfred Cochrane. The Sweeper of the Leaves, and other Poems.
Gascoigne Mackie. Andrea, and other Poems.

Rosa Mulholland (Lady Gilbert). Spirit and Dust.

L G Bromley. Poems.
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Katharine Alice Murdoch. Caedmon's Angel and other Poems.
Mary E Fullerton. Moods and Melodies.

H Justus Williams. The Last Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.
Henry Baerlein. The Diwan of Abu'l-Ala.

Alice Lucas. Talmudic Legends, Hymns, and Paraphrases.

St John Lucas has written a prize poem about Gallio, the brother of Seneca, 'in which a classical
grace and strength of outline are combined with a romantic and imaginative tenderness' (370a).
Miss B E Baughan's volume of New Zealand poems is full of inspiration, imagination, vivid
pictures, and memorable places. It is 'almost the most notable poetry which the Empire overseas
has produced of late years' (370b). The Partial Law is a drama which arouses interest because it is
an early seventeenth century manuscript work by an unknown author published for the first time
by Bertram Dobell, the discoverer of Thomas Traherne (see B12). But it turns out to be an
uninspired treatment of the plot used by Shakespeare in Much Ado About Nothing. Also
disappointing is the volume of lyric poetry by Bernard Capes, while Edith Nesbit has produced
some vigorous polemic verse which suffers from 'monotonous rhetoric' (371a). Of the remainder,
Justus Williams has written a new Rubaiyat in which the review is 'unable to detect any trace of
merit' (371a). Henry Baerlein has produced an admirable translation of selections from the verse
of a tenth century Syrian poet, while the review has 'nothing but praise' (371a) for Alice Lucas'
fine devotional poetry and paraphrases of psalms.

B25 'Mr A P Graves's Irish Poems'
Spectator 101 (10 October 1908): 543. Review.
A P Graves. The Irish Poems of Alfred Perceval Graves. (2 vols.).

The review places Graves' work in the context of modern Irish verse, which is heavily influenced
by the Celtic revival, seeks ‘an archaic simplicity and mystery’ (543a) and has evolved a manner to
achieve this, often with beautiful and fascinating results, as in the poetry of W B Yeats. But in the
hands of inferior poets 'Celtic glamour' has become a mannerism which is 'pretty, but nonsense'
(543a), producing songs which have no clear meaning. Graves' work has a catholicity which
means that it is not tied to the mannerisms of any school, Celtic or otherwise, but is influenced by
the whole of Irish literature. Where the Celtic influence is uppermost, Graves' sincerity means
that he acquires from the revival 'not a literary trick, but a new way of looking at the world'
(543b). However, the review prefers his countryside songs and ballads, which follow an Irish
tradition from earlier times, and in which the appeal is less idiomatic and more human and
universal. It is the combination of literary merit with direct popular appeal which makes Graves
‘probably the most successful' of modern song-makers (543a).

B26 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 102 (30 January 1909): 152-53. Review.

Alfred Noyes. Drake: an English Epic Books. IV-XII.

Francis Howard Williams. The Burden-Bearer: an Epic of Lincoln.
Edmund Gosse. The Autumn Garden.

Laurence Binyon. London Visions.

Lionel Johnson. Selections from the Poems of Lionel Johnson.
John Davidson. The Testament of John Davidson.

Jane Barlow. The Mockers, and other Verses.

Katharine Tynan. Experiences.

Elsa Lorraine. Leaves in the Wind.

Miriam Smith. Poems.

A M Newton. A Pilgrim's Calendar.

L Nicholson. Vagrant Songs.

Lilian Street. Friendship.

Frances Wynne. Whisper!
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W H Davies. Nature Poems and Others.

Harrold Johnson. The Bridge Builders, and other Poems.
A C Benson. The Poems of Arthur Christopher Benson.
Horace Smith. Collected Poems.

Harold Boulton. National Songs and Some Ballads.
Laurence Hope. Songs from the Garden of Kama.
William Henry Drummond. The Great Fight.

The review congratulates Alfred Noyes on completing his Drake (the first part was reviewed in
B13). Itis by far his finest achievement, 'one which few living writers could have equalled', and
contains passages which rank him 'among the ablest modern masters of blank verse' (152b). The
new book of poems by Edmund Gosse is greeted with pleasure. Over the years conventions in
poetry have changed, but Gosse has changed with them, and there is nothing outmoded in his
latest volume. He has grown philosophical, yet has retained the optimism of youth. His verse is
closely observed and 'delicately jewelled’, but there is 'something lifeless and elaborate about it'
(152b). Laurence Binyon's London Visions has a stronger and more original inspiration. The
author has W E Henley's gift of seeing London's hidden beauties and contrasts. But there is a
sense of strain in his verses and they lack the spontaneity which is so evident in the Selections
from the poetry of Lionel Johnson. The review bitterly regrets the early loss of this poet of rare
quality. Of the remaining works under review, W H Davies' Nature Poems is 'rich in curious and
unlooked-for beauties'. He is 'unique among modern poets in that he gives us at the same time
the flavour of literary art and the salt of first-hand experience' (153b). The collection of AC
Benson's poetry is welcomed for 'at his best and simplest there is something very gracious and
soothing about his scholarly and assiduous work' (153b).

B27 'The Springs of Helicon'

Spectator 102 (22 May 1909): 818-19. Review.

J W Mackail. The Springs of Helicon: a Study in the Progress of English Poetry from Chaucer to
Milton.

The author succeeded A C Bradley (see A16) as Oxford Professor of Poetry in 1906. In this book
he takes three poets, Chaucer, Spenser and Milton, and discusses their individual value and their
place in the evolution of English poetry. Chaucer's importance is that he brought the Renaissance
into England, basing his work on Italian models such as Boccaccio. He plays with life, deliberately
putting the essentially prosaic into fine verse. Spenser, on the other hand, 'lacks the touch
between art and life' (818b). His work has a desperate seriousness unrelieved by humour, but is
redeemed by its strong sense of beauty and its enchanted imagery. 'After Spenser English poetry
lost its opulent youth, but it began to gain in discipline and taste' (818b), moving towards the
classical standards of Europe. But Milton was not part of this movement. He sought perfection in
his verse and ruthlessly pruned away all elements of classicism until only 'absolute rightness was
left' (818b). The review ends with a long quote on Milton from the book to illustrate Mackail's
style of criticism, which is ‘both finely critical and finely imaginative’ (818b).

B28 'Oxford Lectures on Poetry'
Spectator 102 (19 June 1909): 978-79. Review.
A C Bradley. Oxford Lectures on Poetry.

The review comments that this new collection of Professor Bradley's lectures has not the 'unity of
impression and interest' as his previous book on Shakespearean Tragedy (see A16) because its
subjects are chosen from various fields of poetry. But it has 'the same complete sanity of
judgment, the same subtlety, the same persuasive and eloquent exposition' (978b). 'He is indeed
a rare instance in modern days of the application of the classical critical methods' (978b). The first
lecture argues that true poetry fuses substance and form into one poetic quality. The second
chapter is an analysis of the 'sublime', which is followed by an exposition of Hegel's theory of
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tragedy. Then there are two 'brilliant studies' (978b) of Wordsworth and his age, and finally four
Shakespearean studies which 'reach the high-water mark of modern Shakespearean criticism'
(979a). The chapter on 'Shakespeare the Man' represents 'probably the furthest limit to which
sane criticism can go in reconstructing the personality of the dramatist from his work' (979a).

B29 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 103 (3 July 1909): 19-21. Review.

Maurice Hewlett. Artemision: Idylls and Songs.

Edith Wharton. Artemis to Actaeon, and other Verse.

R C Trevelyan. Sisyphus: an Operatic Fable.

Louise Chandler Moulton. The Poems and Sonnets of Louise Chandler Moulton.
R W Dixon. Selected Poems of R W Dixon.

John M Synge. Poems and Translations.

James Stephens. Insurrections.

Lord Alfred Douglas. Sonnets.

Darrell Figgis. A Vision of Life.

Millicent Wedmore. A Minstrel in the South.

J Marjoram. New Poems.

Robert Vansittart. Songs and Satires.

Ezra Pound. Personae.

Edward William Thomson. When Lincoln Died, and other Poems.
Percy Pinkerton. At Hazebro', and other Poems.

Hon. Mr Justice Darling. On the Oxford Circuit, and other Verses.
R Montagu Tabor. Odds and Ends.

R C Lehmann. Light and Shade, and other Poems.

The review considers that the verse of Maurice Hewlett, the novelist of romance, is of
distinguished craftsmanship, but misses 'the simplicity and sureness of the greatest poetry' (20a).
Edith Wharton, another novelist who has turned to verse, has none of the 'rich imaginative vigour'
(20a) of Hewlett. Her poetry, 'very beautiful and perfect in its way' (20a), appeals more to the
intellect than the emotions and shows various creeds and ideals against the background of human
life. The review welcomes the selected poetry 'of quite exceptional value' (20b) by Canon Richard
Watson Dixon, who never attained recognition in his lifetime. The volume contains a ‘fine and
discriminating preface' (20b) in the form of a memoir by his friend Robert Bridges, who traces the
influences on Dixon's poetry. The Poems and Translations of the late ] M Synge 'are as unique in
modern Irish literature as his Play-boy of the Western World is in drama' (20b). He emphasises
the other side of Celtic mysticism in ballads and songs which are 'harsh, brutal, and homely' (20b).
The sonnets of Lord Alfred Douglas avoid the extremes of either being overburdened with
thought and obscurity, or falling into 'mellifluous banality' (21a), and almost all deserve quotation.
The review finds that the remaining volumes on the list are less accomplished. In particular, Ezra
Pound's Personae is 'something of a conundrum. The book is so abstruse and mannered that the
reader has to delve for a meaning, and does not always find repayment for his toil' (21a).

B30 'A New Poet'
Spectator 103 (17 July 1909): 95-96. Review.
Arthur Shearly Cripps. Lyra Evangelistica: Missionary Verses of Mashonaland.

The review begins by considering the attitudes of a new poet in a strange land. A hundred years
ago he would write of the wilds with reference to the ancient classics, and as a result his poetry
was apt to be 'only an echo of familiar conventions' with little regard for the new (95a). In more
recent times poets such as Rudyard Kipling have 'discarded the antique manner, and have written
poetry with the rough tang of the wilderness in every line, poetry which at its best constitutes a
new literary form with its romance sought by the methods of uncompromising realism' (95a). But
in his latest poetry Kipling 'has striven to wed old and new, to graft the classic graces on a strange
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stock' (95a). This is something which Arthur Cripps seeks to achieve in his poetry. He is a
missionary priest who writes mainly sacred verses based on his experiences in South Africa. His
poetry is keenly and freshly observed, it can capture strange atmospheres and be sensitive to all
the subtleties of a strange land. But he does not for one moment forget the classic tradition.
'Mashonaland is to him authentic Arcady' (95a). The review gives extracts from several of the
poems with appreciative critical comments, concluding that this is 'the most remarkable book of
poetry issued of late' (96a).

B31 'Mr Watson's New Poems'
Spectator 103 (6 November 1909): 745-46. Review.
William Watson. New Poems.

The review welcomes this new volume, as Watson does not publish very often. 'In these days of
slipshod performance combined with pretentious theories of art, it is a comfort to have one man
who holds by the old stern traditions, who reveres his task, and scrupulously and honourably
gives only of his best' (745b). He aims to achieve complete clarity and simplicity, the 'piety of
speech' referred to by Robert Louis Stevenson (745b). He is always seeking perfection and
sometimes he fails, when the result is a little light and thin or awkward. But when he succeeds
‘the result is noble poetry' (746a). The review quotes several of the poems and highlights the set
of seventeen sonnets 'To Miranda', which 'recapture something of the great note of Wordsworth'
(746a).

B32 'Mr Meredith's Last Poems'
Spectator 103 (20 November 1909): 849. Short review.
George Meredith. Last Poems.

According to the review, 'the voice of the master kept to the end its splendid resonance' (849a).
Although there is nothing in this little book of sixty pages which repeats Meredith's highest poetic
achievements, 'the spirit is untouched, and not only the philosophy remains, but much of the
melody which fifty years ago seemed to many the authentic voice of youth and spring' (849b).
But in these Last Poems, Meredith's thoughts turned from the personal to the national, and the
finest verses here are concerned with the State. In 'The Warning' he points out the danger of 'a
too vaulting Imperial ambition’, while 'The Call' pleads for 'a people in arms' and 'the insurance of
peace by true national defence' (849b). The review provides quotations from three poems,
including one stanza from 'The Voyage of the "Ophir"', which 'sums up in final words the meaning
of Empire at its highest' (849b).

B33 'Mr Newbolt's New Poems'
Spectator 103 (27 November 1909): 890. Short review.
Henry Newbolt. Songs of Memory and Hope.

The review notes that the inspiration behind some of Newbolt's most impressive poetry to date,
in the magnificent sea-songs such as 'Drake's Drum’, is lacking in this present collection. Here the
mood is 'scholarly, felicitous, careful in small things, and home-keeping' (890b). The result is that
'the poet is not quite so individual a figure' (890b). The verse can be a little laboured, and he is
inclined to overwork a minor emotion. But some of the poems are well worthy of the author,
especially 'Ave Soror', 'which will, we believe, strike many readers as among the best things Mr
Newbolt has written for many years' (890b), and the review ends by quoting 'this haunting little
poem' (890b).
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B34 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 103 (11 December 1909): 1000-01. Review.
Geoffrey Winthrop Young. Wind and Hill.

Alfred Noyes. The Enchanted Island, and other Poems.
Lance Fallaw. An Ampler Sky.

S Lyle. A Dinka Story, and other Sudan Poems.

Cullen Gouldsbury. Rhodesian Rhymes.

Ezra Pound. Exultations of Ezra Pound.

F S Flint. In the Net of the Stars.

Will Ogilvie. Whaup o' the Rede.

Cicely Fox Smith. Lancashire Hunting Songs.

Arthur Munby. Relicta.

H D Rawnsley. Poems at Home and Abroad.

Hugh Moreton Frewen. Light among the Leaves.

A M Champneys. Love's Empire.

Eugene Lee-Hamilton. Mimma Bella.

Harry Graham. Departmental Ditties.

The review is complimentary about most of these new volumes, except Alfred Noyes', which it
regards as a disappointment, but several receive special attention. Geoffrey Young is 'one of the
truest poets who have dawned of late on the horizon' (1000a). His verse is free from literary
conventions and rarely imitative, though not without its faults, and he is 'the first great
mountaineer who has sung of the high peaks' (1000b). Lance Fallaw's poetry deals mainly with
South Africa and Australia, and he ‘transplants the old classic conventions to a new soil’ with a
‘pleasing mixture of high culture and the gipsy spirit’, which marks him out from other overseas
poets and places his talent ‘among the best which the world has seen of late’ (1001a). Ezra Pound
is 'that rare thing among modern poets' (1001a), a cultivated and learned scholar. There are
many modern influences in his verse (Whitman, Rossetti, Browning, Yeats), but the most
dominant are medieval — troubadour romances and monkish legends. 'We feel that this writer
has in him the capacity for remarkable poetic achievement, but we also feel that at present he is
somewhat weighted by his learning' (1001a). Mimma Bella, by the late Eugene Lee-Hamilton, is a
sequence of sonnets which deal with the death of an only child, and they are 'little masterpieces
of the art of one who knew few modern rivals in this metrical form' (1001b).

B35 'Mr Hardy's Poems'
Spectator 104 (29 January 1910): 155. Short review.
Thomas Hardy. Time's Laughingstocks, and other Verses.

In the review's opinion The Dynasts (see B21) showed that Hardy is 'a true poet' because of 'his
gift of intense passion and his extraordinary imaginative scope', though he has obvious 'defects of
ear and style' (155b). The review is surprised that these defects are not exposed in the shorter
poems contained in his latest book, but admits that this new verse reveals 'shining merits, for
which we were unprepared' (155b). Hardy shows himself to be 'a master of the ballad' on
subjects both grim and comic, 'wonderful poetry, not only in conception, but in execution' (155b).
However, the review is even more surprised and delighted by the lyrics in this book, which have
'the quality of the novels put into verse of an idiomatic simplicity' (155b), delicate, melodious and
unforgettable. 'If verse is not his finest medium, it is one which none the less he can use like a
master' (155b).
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B36 'A New Scottish Poet'
Spectator 104 (29 January 1910): 157. Short review.
Charles Murray. Hamewith.

The review agrees with Andrew Lang's introduction to this book that Charles Murray writes poetry
that is 'truly Scots'. He uses Scots dialect 'as a living tongue', which few writers since Burns have
done, not even Stevenson. His verses are 'full of delightful words and phrases which even to a
Scottish reader may seem strange' (157a). They have real originality and power combined with a
minuteness of observation and realism, whether describing a forgotten village life or attempting
something more haunting with 'that touch of mystery and grimness without which no Scottish
poet is complete' (157a). The review also agrees with Lang that 'the imitations of Horace are
almost the best extant', and quotes from one Ode which is 'a magnificent full-blooded picture of
bygone Scottish rural life' (157a).

B37 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 104 (16 April 1910): 628-29. Review.
Laurence Binyon. England and other Poems.

Ford Madox Hueffer. Songs from London.

W N Porter (ed.). A Hundred Verses from Old Japan.
Clara A Walsh. The Master-Singers of Japan.
Shotaro Kimura and Charlotte M A Peake. Sword and Blossom Poems from the Japanese.
Yone Noguchi. The Pilgrimage. (2 vols.).

Logan Pearsall Smith. Songs and Sonnets.

Leonard Shoobridge. Poems.

Anna Bunston. Mingled Wine.

Christopher Stone. Lusus.

Arthur L Salmon. A New Book of Verse.

Jessie Mackay. Land of the Morning.

R W Service. Ballads of a Cheechako.

J A Nicklin. Nunc Dimittis.

Vivian Locke Ellis. Five Lyrical Poems.

Dermot O'Byrne. Seafoam and Firelight.

T W Rolleston. Sea Spray: Verses and Translations.
Constance Evan Jones. Lesser Lyrics.

Mary C Christie. Sonnets and Songs.

M D Ashley Dodd. Verses of the Country.

William Corner. A Broken Silence; or, Brays and Bleats.
Percy Osborn (translator). The Poems of Sappho.
Margaret Arndt. The Meadows of Play.

The review singles out Laurence Binyon's new book for its lucidity and sincere simplicity, 'which
comes only from the taking of infinite pains. This serious art is apparent throughout all his work'
(628a). It praises in particular his descriptions of Nature, finding fault only in an occasional lack of
spontaneity. Ford Madox Hueffer 'makes homelier verses to a more vagabond air' (628b) and,
although they are often too imitative and mannered, at their best they have an uncommon
haunting note. Of the four volumes of Japanese verse, The Pilgrimage by Yone Noguchi stands
out because it contains not translations, but original poems written in English by a Japanese,
which are evasive and fantastic with a bewildering interplay of image, metaphor, symbol and fact
— 'fine poetry, authentic, but not to be classified' (628b). Of the remainder, Anna Bunston’s
Mingled Wine is ‘the work of a true scholar, and....of a poet with an original talent’ (629a), while
Arthur Salmon's A New Book of Verse contains many surprises from an author who 'deserves
wider recognition as one of the few mature and individual poetic talents of our time' (629a).
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B38 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 105 (30 July 1910): 174-75. Review.
Frederic Manning. Poems.

James Elroy Flecker. Thirty-six Poems.

Pamela Tennant. Windlestraw.

William H Davies. Farewell to Poesy, and other Poems.
Frances Cornford. Poems.

Douglas Goldring. A Country Boy, and other Poems.
The author of 'Thysia'. Threnodies, Sketches and other Poems.
C G Anderson. Thyme and Thistledown.

E H Visiak. Buccaneer Ballads.

George Benson Hewetson. Poems of Empire.

Bernard O'Dowd. Poetry Militant.

Bernard O'Dowd. Dawnward?

Bernard O'Dowd. The Silent Land, and other Verses.
M Forrest. Alpha Centauri.

E J Brady. The Ways of Many Waters.

Will Ogilvie. The Land We Love.

Kingsley Fairbridge. Veld Verse, and other Lines.
Clifford Bax. Twenty Chinese Poems.

Yone Noguchi. From the Eastern Sea.

A A Patterson. Quacks and Twitters.

Wilfred Blair. Poets on the Isis, and other Perversions.

The review observes that modern life seems to be providing a wealth of material for the poet,
because few periods in our history have produced so many people writing accomplished verse
from so many different points of view. There may be little poetry which is of the very best, but
much is 'distinguished, musical, sincere, and original' (174b). Frederic Manning's slim book of
poems, for example, is the work of a craftsman with a wide range and scholarship. James Elroy
Flecker is not such a craftsman, but his poetry is more arresting, with 'something of the elfish
fancy of W E Henley in his work' (175a). Lady Tennant's talent is 'as true as any we possess to-
day' (175a), while W H Davies' poems reflect 'a singular and beautiful gentleness of spirit' despite
‘a hard life in dusty places' (175a). Of the remaining volumes, two by the Australian poet, Bernard
O'Dowd, are second editions, but his Poetry Militant is an essay which provides a theory of the
poetic art. O'Dowd wants poetry to speak contemporary thoughts and dreams and be a militant,
but true 'weapon of civilisation' (175b). The review says that this is sound doctrine from the most
intellectual of modern Australian poets. It also recommends the latest work by Yone Noguchi, a
Japanese poet writing in English, who was praised in a previous review (B37).

B39 'Professor Mackail's Odyssey'
Spectator 105 (3 September 1910): 354-55. Short review.
Homer. The Odyssey: Books XVII-XXIV. Translated by J W Mackail.

The review congratulates Professor Mackail on the completion of 'probably the most poetical
translation of the Odyssey in our language' (354b). However, it questions whether the metre he
has chosen, the quatrains of Fitzgerald's version of Omar Khayyam, is suitable for those passages
in which the narrative quickens pace. Here the final line of each quatrain disrupts the speed and
continuity of the passage, and blank verse might have been preferable. Otherwise, the
translation makes a very beautiful poem which is much more like the Greek than the versions of
William Morris, Pope, or any others who have used verse. The review ends with a quotation of
five quatrains from the opening of Book XXIV.
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B40 'Mr Stephen Phillips's New Poems'

Spectator 105 (26 November 1910): 912. Short review.
Stephen Phillips. Pietro of Siena: a Drama.

Stephen Phillips. The New Inferno.

The review welcomes these two publications from 'one of the most accomplished of modern
poets' (912a), as they represent his first new work for some years (his Nero was reviewed almost
five years ago — see B9). The poetic drama, Pietro of Siena, is the rather hackneyed story of a
medieval Italian conqueror who is vanquished by the sister of his enemy. This cold and
uninspiring drama is relieved only by 'some exquisite pieces of jewelled verse' (912a). The New
Inferno is a very different type of work, and a new departure for the writer. 'lt is a vision of the
hell which a man's spirit makes for him hereafter' (912a). The poem's 'grandeur of conception'
(912b) is let down somewhat by its lack of form, and the verse varies between the grandiose and
the prosaic, although occasionally the author's lyrical gift reasserts itself.

B41 'Sir Walter Scott and the Border Minstrelsy'
Spectator 105 (3 December 1910): 978. Short review.
Andrew Lang. Sir Walter Scott and the Border Minstrelsy.

In a recent book on the Border ballads Colonel Fitzwilliam Elliot made certain accusations against
the reputation of Sir Walter Scott and The Border Minstrelsy, first published in 1802-03. In this
short work Lang defends Scott's reputation, in particular against Elliot’s most serious accusation
that the ballad of 'Auld Maitland' was an invention of James Hogg, which was 'palmed off on the
public by Scott as a genuine antique' (978a). Lang shows that Hogg did not write the ballad, but
that Scott edited it carefully from a copy which he possessed and an identical recitation, an
argument which the review finds 'quite conclusive' (978a). It also sides with Lang in his defence of
Scott's treatment of three other ballads which were the subject of less significant claims by
Colonel Elliot: 'Otterburn’, 'Jamie Telfer' and 'Kinmont Willie'. Lang's book also contains 'some
admirable ballad imitations of his own' (978a).

B42 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 105 (31 December 1910): 1175-76. Review.

H Belloc. Verses.

John Masefield. Ballads and Poems.

Henry de Vere Stacpoole. Poems and Ballads.

G F Bradby. Reaping the Whirlwind, and other Poems.

R G T Coventry. Sanctuary, and other Poems.

Rachel Annand Taylor. The House of Fiammetta: a Sonnet Sequence.
Dora Sigerson Shorter. The Troubador, and other Poems.

Dollie Radford. Poems.

Kathleen Conyngham Greene. The Third Round, and other Songs and Verses.
R A Knox. Juxta Salices.

Dum-Dum. A Fool's Paradise.

Maud Peacocke. Songs of the Happy Isles.

A Vine Hall. South Africa, and other Poems.

Alfred Noyes. Collected Poems. (2 vols.).

Bliss Carman. Sappho: One Hundred Lyrics.

The review finds that much of Hilaire Belloc's Verses is 'fine gold', although there are 'a few pieces
which have a political moral that, like much of Mr Belloc's fiction, is either out of date or too
obscure for the ordinary reader' (1175a). It prefers the ballads, which have many of the author's
qualities of humour, pity and affection. The book also contains songs and satires. John
Masefield's Ballads and Poems contains both old and new verse. There are sea-songs, 'which
have in them the very sway and surge of voyaging', and ballads, some of which are poignant with
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an 'aching sense of loss' (1175b). Of the remaining volumes the review highlights G F Bradby's
Reaping the Whirlwind, a set of poems relating mainly to the French Revolution, which capture
'more of the spirit of the Revolution' than most histories (1176a); and Dollie Radford's Poems,
which are 'subtle interpretations of intangible moods and thoughts' (1176a) by a poet whose skill
in catching nuances of feeling is unmatched by her contemporaries. The last volume, Bliss
Carman's One Hundred Lyrics is 'a bold attempt to construct from lines or fragments of lines the
lost poems of Sappho. Itis a brilliant performance, as we should expect from so accomplished a
poet' (1176b).

B43 'The New Poems of Thomas Traherne'
Spectator 106 (4 February 1911): 185. Short review.
H | Bell (ed.). Traherne's Poems of Felicity.

The review says that H | Bell has discovered in the library of the British Museum a sheaf of poems
by Thomas Traherne which contains slightly different versions of many of those previously
published by Bertram Dobell (see B12), together with thirty-eight which have never been
published before. He has edited them for this book, and added a scholarly introduction in which
he argues that Dobell has claimed too high a place for Traherne in seventeenth-century verse.
The review agrees with this verdict, preferring Traherne's prose (see A29) to his poetry. It then
gives the titles of five of the new poems which it regards as the best, with a quotation from one of
them.

B44 'Lucretius, Dante, and Goethe'
Spectator 106 (18 March 1911): 406-07. Short review.
George Santayana. Three Philosophical Poets: Lucretius, Dante, and Goethe.

The review finds that this 'slim volume contains some of the most acute and philosophical
criticism we have met with for long' (406b). Professor Santayana sees each of the three poets as
representative of an age and a philosophy. Lucretius is the supreme poet of naturalism, Dante of
supernaturalism, and Goethe of romanticism. The review summarises each poet's vision of the
secret of life. For Lucretius it is 'the art of accepting and enjoying the conditions of our being'
(406b); for Dante it is accepting the will of God in a moral conflict between grace and sin; and for
Goethe it is the romantic belief that the individual will can somehow override the laws of God and
nature. None of the three poets is fully satisfying on his own, but together they represent 'the
sum of all European philosophy' (406b).

B45 'Rowton House Rhymes'
Spectator 106 (22 April 1911): 603. Short review.
William Andrew Mackenzie. Rowton House Rhymes.

Rowton Houses were hostels for working men built in London by the Victorian philanthropist Lord
Rowton (13 February 2014 <http://en.wikipedia.org>). This slim book of verses provides pictures
of Rowton House life and character, 'studies in all the types of failure' (603a). The author does
not moralise or philosophise, 'his aim is drama rather than dogma' (603a). The review considers
that the 'danger in such a work is that it may be merely photographic and therefore ugly' (603a).
Occasionally the author's style lapses in this way, 'marring a fine poem by language of needless
ugliness. To condescend upon repulsive details is not to strengthen but to weaken the picture;
squalor is far grimmer when left half-imagined' (603a). But for the most part such excesses are
avoided. The verses are grim, but they bear the stamp of reality and of personal suffering by the
author. The review sees the book as 'the most remarkable production of the kind since W E
Henley's In Hospital' (603a).
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B46 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 106 (3 June 1911): 850-51. Review.

EHWM. The Door.

Maurice Baring. The Collected Poems of Maurice Baring.

W B Yeats. The Green Helmet and Other Poems.

Various writers. Eyes of Youth.

Gilbert Murray. The Story of Nefrekepta.

Kuno Mayer (translator). Selections from Ancient Irish Poetry.
Barbara Smythe (translator). Trobador Poets.

Josephine Preston Peabody. The Piper.

May Earle. Juana of Castile.

Anonymous. The Accuser, &c. and The Tragedy of Pardon.
A Conan Doyle. Songs of the Road.

J ) Bell. Clyde Songs and Other Verses.

H O Meredith. Week-Day Poems.

David Scott Moncrieff. Manhood: A Plea for a Larger Faith.
Various writers. Veldsingers' Verse.

Adamu. Lyra Nigeriae.

The Door by 'EHWM' is placed first in the review because its subject-matter is 'a realm into which
modern poets rarely stray' (850b) — witchcraft. The author's 'fancies grip the imagination because
of their homely realism and the hint of immeasurable deeps beyond' (850b). Maurice Baring's
collected poems are welcomed especially for the sonnets, which contain the author's 'most
characteristic work' (850b). The review finds W B Yeats' The Green Helmet to be less notable than
some of the snatches of verse called 'Momentary Thoughts' which accompany it, but the book is
'not a very serious effort of Mr Yeats' (851a). The Selections from Ancient Irish Poetry provide
love songs, epigrams, nature lyrics and religious verse which are 'a better introduction to the spirit
of Celtic literature than the more sophisticated versions of modern imitators' (851a). Another
book of translated verse, Trobador Poets, has poetry of such French troubadours as Pierre Vidal
and Bertrand de Born, who flourished towards the end of the twelfth century. Of the remainder,
Arthur Conan Doyle has produced 'breezy lyrics of wholesome joys', but he 'pretends to no high
inspiration or subtle purpose' (851b).

B47 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 107 (14 October 1911): 598-99. Review.

Maurice Hewlett. The Agonists: A Trilogy of God and Man.
Lascelles Abercrombie. Mary and the Bramble and The Sale of St Thomas.
T Sturge Moore. Marianne.

John Presland. Manin and the Defence of Venice.

John Jay Chapman. The Treason and Death of Benedict Arnold.
John Drinkwater. Poem of Men and Hours.

Ethel Carnie. Songs of a Factory Girl.

Nina Herbert. Some Verses.

Wilfrid Rowland Childe. The Little City.

M Jourdain. Poems.

Anna Bunston. The Porch of Paradise.

E H Crouch (ed.). Sonnets of South Africa.

'Lucilla’. Sonnets.

The first five authors under review have all written poetical dramas. The first two are more
experimental. Hewlett has taken three Greek tales and presented them as a philosophical trilogy
with a common theme: 'the failure of God to blend with man' (598a). Of the two Abercrombie
plays, the review much prefers The Sale of St Thomas, which 'shows a great strengthening and
broadening of Mr Abercrombie's remarkable talent' (598b). Sturge Moore's Marianne 'has a
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merit rare in the modern poetical drama: it aims solely at dramatic effect, and has no care for
incidental beauties' (598b). The next five books are all volumes of lyrics, and the review finds
Drinkwater's Poem of Men and Hours to be 'the most remarkable both for its accomplishment and
its promise' (598b). Of the remaining volumes, The Porch of Paradise is 'a beautiful fantasia'
(599a), while ‘Lucilla's’ collection of twenty-four sonnets are all of a simple type — 'a picture, a
metaphor, and a moral — but few modern poems so completely fulfil their purpose' (599b).

B48 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 108 (27 January 1912): 123-24. Review.

Edmund Gosse. The Collected Poems of Edmund Gosse.

Herbert Trench. Lyrics and Narrative Poems.

G K Chesterton. The Ballad of the White Horse.

John Masefield. The Everlasting Mercy.

T Sturge Moore. A Sicilian Idyll and Judith.

The author of 'A Hymn to Dionysus'. Bertrud, and other Dramatic Poems.
Rupert Brooke. Poems.

W H Davies. Songs of Joy.

Gerald Gould. Poems.

Marna Pease. Poems.

E Nesbit. Ballads and Verses of the Spiritual Life.

Katharine Tynan. New Poems.

Margaret Maitland Radford. Love's Ferrying.

Dora Wilcox. Rata and Mistletoe.

'Gilrooney' (R J Cassidy). The Land of the Starry Cross, and Other Verses.
Philip Guedella. Metri Gratia: Verse and Prose.

Laurence Housman. The New Child's Guide to Knowledge.

The first two volumes by Gosse and Trench are collected editions and the review considers that
these very different poets are 'alike in one thing — they faithfully reflect the poetic fashion of their
especial age' (123a). Gosse represents the early 1870s 'when Swinburne was a model', whereas
Trench stands for the early 1890s 'when verse came under the spell of the Celt' (123a). GK
Chesterton has produced 'a splendid ballad' of King Alfred, which is 'an extraordinary piece of
reconstruction’, but with the 'true ballad blemishes' of 'inconsequence' and 'noble nonsense'
(123b). John Masefield's new volume tells of a village profligate and his struggles with God. It is
'a remarkable achievement' (124a), but the review questions whether the ‘passages of grimy
realism which haunt the reader' are artistically necessary. The realism is not taken to its logical
conclusion, because many of the thoughts and references are far too literary for a villager. 'The
same effect might have been attained with less coarseness' (124a). Rupert Brooke's Poems is 'a
book of rare and remarkable promise', youthful, but with 'a strenuous originality', 'imagination
and intellect'. Only occasionally he falls into 'a kind of abusive Byronism, where he mistakes
ugliness for strength' (124a). Of the remainder, the review finds most praiseworthy the volumes
by W H Davies, Marna Pease, and E Nesbit.

B49 'English Fairy Poetry'
Spectator 108 (2 March 1912): 352-53. Review.
Floris Delattre. English Fairy Poetry from the Origins to the Seventeenth Century.

The review praises this as 'an excellent example of the good work which French scholars have
been doing of late in the by-paths of English literature' (352a). It goes on to provide an
informative outline of the development of English fairy poetry from its origins compounded from
the Teutonic, Celtic and French fairies, down to Elizabethan times, when fairies were associated
with the mythology of the common people. Elizabethan literature was 'the work of scholars, and
yet in close touch with common folk' (352b). Hence it reflected fairy mythology in such classics as
Spenser's The Faerie Queene and Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. Thereafter, 'the
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fairy faith declined', hastened by Puritanism (352b). But the review notes that there seems to be
a contemporary revival, 'for we have Mr Yeats and his school making a passionate creed out of
fairy-tales and claiming for it a popular as well as a literary following' (353a).

B50 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 108 (18 May 1912): 799-800. Review.
Charles M Doughty. The Clouds.

R C Trevelyan. The Bride of Dionysus, and other Poems.
John Galsworthy. Moods, Songs, and Doggerels.

James Stephen. The Hill of Vision.

Seumas O'Sullivan. Poems.

S R Lysaght. Horizons and Landmarks.

Michael Field. Poems of Adoration.

Mabel Malet. Consecration, and other Poems.

'Lucilla'. Sonnets. (Second series).

May Byron. The Wind on the Heath.

Edward H Blakeney. Footsteps of Autumn, and other Poems.
W W Gibson. Fires. Book .

C G Anderson. With Lute and Viol.

Leonard Inkster. Vale: a Book of Verse.

Philip G L Webb. Translations from Heine and Goethe.
William Sharp. Poems.

Herbert Kennedy. Verses.

The review considers that the work of Charles Doughty occupies a unique position in 'an age of
high metrical accomplishment, but no very strong poetic talent'. It owes its power to 'the bigness
of its design and the sheer weight of imagination and intellect' rather than 'felicities' of style or
'episodic beauties' (799a). His new work, The Clouds, is no exception. It is a 'kind of epical drama
— the tale of the invasion from the East of an unready England' (799b). R C Trevelyan's Bride of
Dionysus is also a drama, which 'excels especially in atmosphere and scenery, and in the
occasional lyrical passages' (799b). John Galsworthy's moods are ‘strangely uniform’, but many of
the songs are 'charming' and the doggerels 'best of all' (799b). James Stephen has 'an astonishing
gift of easy natural melody' and is 'unmistakably a new and most genuine talent' (799b). Seumas
O'Sullivan's poems ‘recall W E Henley....especially in his power of investing city scenes with lyrical
beauty’ (799b), while S R Lysaght's 'quiet low-toned pictures have a charm all their own' (800a).
Of the remaining volumes, Michael Field's Poems of Adoration are 'the most remarkable' for their
celebration of 'the great tales and landmarks of the Church' in ecstatic verse (800a), while W W
Gibson's Fires is the first volume of a new set of stories in verse which are 'grim and moving
pictures of plain folk' (800a).

B51 'The Heralds of the Dawn'
Spectator 108 (25 May 1912): 842. Short review.
William Watson. The Heralds of the Dawn.

The review says that, although Watson has written many stirring and passionate poems, excelling
in what Robert Louis Stevenson called 'the piety of speech’' (see B31), 'he seems to lack the
dramatic instinct. The present play has none of the unity of impression and the logical coherence
of great drama' (842a). The work includes some very beautiful poetry, in which 'simple, almost
prosaic lines are kindled again and again into magic' (842a), and the review quotes two examples.
But the dialogue on the whole lacks any dramatic force, and the story is of little intrinsic value.
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B52 'Cowboy Ballads'
Spectator 108 (29 June 1912): 1018-19. Review.
James A Lomax (ed.). Cowboy Songs and other Frontier Ballads.

Professor Lomax has collected the songs of the American cowboys who flourished in the South-
Western States during the two decades after the American Civil War. They lived lonely and
hazardous lives, 'in constant touch with wild nature' and 'on the skirmish line of civilisation'
(1018b). Their songs are mostly doggerel, but 'spontaneous, unliterary, racy, and original', with
'the vitality of genuine human records' (1018b). Many of the ballads concern famous outlaws of
the West in which the singer regrets their wickedness, but rejoices in their exploits, so that Jesse
James becomes the Robin Hood of these songs, and the most unforgivable crime is treachery. But
'real pathos is reached in those ballads which tell of the changes of life and the new world which
is crowding out the cowboy, and which lament old camp-fires and long-forgotten friends' (1019a).
The review quotes a number of examples from the songs and ballads.

B53 'The Odes of Horace'
Spectator 109 (3 August 1912): 171-73. Review.
W S Marris (translator). The Odes of Horace.

The review first considers previous translations of Horace, which have tended to represent 'a kind
of mirror for the poetic modes of the day' (172a). This is appropriate because the Odes represent
a serious and sustained work of art which, although reflecting the political and moral teaching of
the Roman world, has a humanity and philosophy which is never out of date and therefore 'is a
possession of all schools and all ages' (172a). The present translator is a distinguished Indian civil
servant, who carried out his work in moments of leisure over a considerable period of time. His
verse therefore lacks the moments of inspiration necessary to render adequately the noblest
lines, but in general it is a scholarly piece of work which is true to the spirit of the original. The
review contains a number of quotations from the translation.

B54 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 109 (5 October 1912): 479-80. Review.
John Masefield. The Widow in the Bye-Street.
John Drinkwater. Poems of Love and Earth.
Walter de la Mare. The Listeners and other Poems.
Norman Gale. Song in September.

H W Garrod. Oxford Poems.

Bernard Holland. Verse.

Anonymous. XAPITEZZ], 1911.

James Barton. Denys of Auxerre: a Drama.
Stephen Phillips. The King: a Tragedy.

WAB. Three Allegorical Plays.

Archibald Young Campbell. Poems.

S Gertrude Ford. Lyric Leaves.

Gascoigne Mackie. Charmides and other Poems.
E Herrick. Studies and Portraits.

Patrick MacGill. Songs of a Navvy.

C H Spence. Cliftonian Verses and Fair Copies.
Frederick W Ragg. Last Post and Reveille.

Padric Gregory. The Ulster Folk.

Cullen Gouldsbury. Songs out of Exile.

H J White. Prentice Days and other Poems and Homeland and Outland Song and Story.

John Masefield, according to the review, is 'the Crabbe of these later days' with his ostensibly
homespun tragedies. But he is no common realist, for he 'universalises his tragedy in the grand
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manner'. He may not be telling a true tale of a Herefordshire village, but 'he is writing truly of
human nature, which is the vital thing' (479a). John Drinkwater's new work 'has more than
redeemed the promise of his first volume' (see B47). The 'spirit of faith and joy and high
adventure' in these verses is 'all too rare among our modern poets' (479a). The 'most abiding
quality' of Walter de la Mare's work is 'his wistfulness, his sense of the things not seen, the
consciousness that the glowing world is a thin cloak which hides the greater verities' (479b). Of
the remainder, the review picks out James Barton's play as being 'a very remarkable performance’
(480a); E Herrick's Studies and Portraits, which show 'a remarkable power of ballad-writing'
(480a); and Cullen Gouldsbury's 'Rhodesian rhymes' in which the native poems 'form one of the
most noteworthy of recent contributions to South African literature' (480b).

B55 'Georgian Poetry'
Spectator 110 (18 January 1913): 107. Short review.
No editor's name given. Georgian Poetry, 1911-1912.

According to the review the editor of this anthology believes that 'English poetry is on the eve of a
renaissance, and that we stand at the beginning of a new "Georgian period" which in time may
rank among the great poetic ages' (107b). The review 'gladly' admits that 'there is some reason
for his faith' (107b). It comments on the basis of selection for the anthology, and singles out some
of the best new poems, including Rupert Brooke's 'Grantchester' and John Masefield's
‘Biography'. The review ends by seeking to identify from the anthology a special quality which
might mark the new Georgian era. Although it may be too early to say, it sees the most hopeful
feature as being these poets' 'consuming interest in life. They....set about their work with a gay
seriousness which is full of promise. Before good poetry can be written a man must be convinced
that there are things worth writing about' (107b).

B56 'Mrs Masterman's Poems'
Spectator 110 (1 February 1913): 196. Review.
Lucy Masterman. Poems.

The review praises the poems in this slim volume for their ‘complete detachment from current
modes of verse' (196a). They display high technical skill and 'the uncommon union of imaginative
gifts with unstudied simplicity' (196a). The review mentions or discusses several of the poems
and provides quotations. It finds that the best are those, such as 'The Mystic', 'Victoria Street’,
and 'Tenebrae’, which convey 'the sense of the unseen, of the thinness of the screen that
separates the mortal from immortality. Mystical poetry in its essence must be vague and
shadowy, but this should not imply any lack of precision in style. Mrs Masterman realises this,
and, however intangible the thought may be, her images and phrases are extraordinarily clear-cut
and apt' (196a). Occasionally however, she adopts an over-ambitious metaphysical form, in which
her vision is less clear and individual, and the review provides examples of this fault.

B57 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 110 (15 February 1913): 278-79. Review.

'Q'. The Vigil of Venus, and other Poems.

R M Watson. The Poems of Rosamund Marriott Watson.
Wilfrid Wilson Gibson. Fires. Books II-ll.

Alfred Williams. Nature, and other Poems.

Lady Margaret Sackville. Lyrics.

John Gurdon. Enchantments.

A B S Tennyson. A Legend of Old Persia, and other Poems.
Eva Gore-Booth. The Agate Lamp.

Lascelles Abercrombie. Deborah.

Mrs Percy Dearmer. The Dreamer.

Arthur Hay Storrow. The Story of the Twelve.
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Sarojini Naidu. The Bird of Time.

Rabindra Nath Tagore. Gitanjali.

T W H Crosland. Sonnets.

Eleanor Hull (ed.). The Poem Book of the Gael.
R L Gales. A Posy of Folk Songs.

'Q', says the review, exhibits 'fastidious scholarship' in 'creating atmospheres and recalling
forgotten moods' (278b). The Vigil of Venus is a successful attempt to translate a strange poem of
the Roman decadence, but the review prefers his shorter pieces, 'easy and almost conversational,
but full of lovely cadences' (278b). The poems of the late Rosamund Marriott Watson have now
been published in a complete edition, 'a fitting memorial to a weaver of exquisite words and a
true lover of Nature and mankind' (278b). The two new books of Wilfrid Gibson's Fires continue
with the stories of humble lives from the first volume (see B50), displaying both great imagination
and human sympathy. Of the remainder, the volumes by Lady Sackville and John Gurdon are 'of a
different class', intricate and intensely musical (279a), while Arthur Hay Storrow's The Story of the
Twelve is an ambitious drama of the life of Christ, written with 'exceptional grace and power', and
a rare example today of a religious drama (279a). The volumes by Naidu and Tagore have
introductions by Edmund Gosse and W B Yeats respectively.

B58 'The Gallant Way'
Spectator 110 (5 April 1913): 581-82. Short review.
Frank Taylor. The Gallant Way.

This is a book of military verse and battle songs. The author is 'a laureate of the British Army, who
does for the great feats of our soldiers what Mr Newbolt has done for our admirals' (581b). The
'fire and speed' of his verse (581b) has obviously appealed to the plain soldier, because his
'Minden Drums' has been set to music as a marching tune for a British regiment, and others have
been reprinted in various regimental journals. His verse is also of high literary quality, 'for he has
an extraordinary power of recapturing the atmosphere of old conflicts and conveying it by means
of haunting cadences. The swift ballads are among the best of their kind in modern letters'
(581b). The review contains three quotations of verses from the book.

B59 'Mr Masefield's New Poem'
Spectator 110 (31 May 1913): 930. Short review.
John Masefield. Dauber: a Poem.

The review values this as the finest of the four long poems Masefield has published in recent
years. His career to date has seen him experimenting with different forms, prose as well as
poetry, and lately he has been attempting to give his verse some of the qualities of good fiction —
‘careful psychology, realism in detail, the sharp drama of action' (930a). The present book 'comes
nearer the perfect union of the two arts than any of the previous experiments' (930a). The review
outlines the plot of the poem, about a country boy filled with a passion to paint (the 'Dauber’ of
the title). 'lt is the story of a spiritual conquest, of art passing from its self-centred stage through
fiery suffering to a broad kinship with humanity' (930a). Though the boy is eventually killed in a
storm at sea, the spiritual triumph is complete, so that there is 'none of the purposelessness
which has marred some of Mr Masefield's previous work' (930a).

B60 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 111 (5 July 1913): 22-24. Review.

Alfred Noyes. Tales of the Mermaid Tavern.

Maurice Hewlett. Helen Redeemed, and other Poems.
W M Letts. Songs from Leinster.

Emilia Stuart Lorimer. Songs of Alban.

Martin Kinder. The Adventurous Year, and other Poems.
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Dora Sigerson Shorter. New Poems.

Walter de la Mare. Peacock Pie.

Max Plowman. First Poems.

J S Muirhead. The Quiet Spirit.

John Alford. Poems.

Henrietta A Huxley. Poems.

Anna Bunston. Songs of God and Man.

Michael Field. Mystic Trees.

Robert W Service. Rhymes of a Rolling Stone.

J L Cuthbertson. Barwon Ballads and School Verses.
Gordon Phillips. The Second Show.

Gilbert Murray (translator). The Rhesus of Euripides.

In Tales of the Mermaid Tavern Alfred Noyes has written nine Elizabethan stories in verse,
including Marlowe's death, the burial of Mary Queen of Scots, and the end of Raleigh, in which he
'seems at last to have come into his poetic heritage. He proves himself a true Elizabethan....in his
narrative and lyrical manners, his riotous imagination, and his opulent humanity' (22b). Maurice
Hewlett is the opposite of Noyes in many respects. His Helen Redeemed is the tale of the end of
Troy in subtle, evasive and thoughtful verse, though 'rich in splendid images' (23b). The next four
volumes are books of new verse 'inspired by the Celtic tradition', of which Songs from Leinster is
first 'both in individuality and technical accomplishment', and its poems about children 'have not
been bettered in our day' (23b). Walter de la Mare's Peacock Pie, although included in the list, is
not mentioned in the review, presumably because it was held over to be reviewed separately in
the issue of 9 August (see B61). Max Plowman's First Poems 'are remarkable for their freedom
from any extravagance in manner and their quiet and thoughtful simplicity' (23b). But the new
volume by Robert Service, 'one of the most popular verse writers in the world', is disappointing,
having 'scarcely the freshness of his early work' (24a). Professor Gilbert Murray, in the
introduction to his translation of The Rhesus, explains his reasons for accepting this romantic
drama of an episode in the Trojan war as a genuine work of Euripedes, its authenticity having
previously been questioned.

B61 'Peacock Pie'
Spectator 111 (9 August 1913): 213-14. Review.
Walter de la Mare. Peacock Pie: a Book of Rhymes.

This is a book of verse about children written for children. The review considers the difficulties of
trying to recapture the moods of a child's mind, using examples from Robert Louis Stevenson and
Kenneth Grahame, which are brilliant but do not quite succeed because they are a grown man's
recollection of childhood. De la Mare comes far nearer the truth because 'for the moment he is a
child, stumbling in the dark and looking for wonderful things round the corner' (213b). He
manages to capture a child's psychology, which takes up odd surmises and strange fancies and
follows them by a rigorous process of logic to often startling conclusions. But his 'most original
work lies in his understanding of what Magic means for children' (214a). It is not romance and
fairy-tales but 'pure dream-stuff', mingling fancy, sentiment and sadness with occasional
unexpected terror (214a). The review is illustrated with several quotations of verse from the
book.

B62 'The Poetry of "AE"
Spectator 111 (1 November 1913): 717-18. Review.
'AE'. Collected Poems.

'AE' is the pseudonym of George William Russell, an Irish poet and journalist influenced by the
mysticism of his friend, W B Yeats. The review appears to know, but does not reveal, his identity.
It praises him as 'one of the truest of modern poets. He is a triumphant proof that mysticism is
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not incompatible with the practical life, and that a man need not have a less clear outlook on facts
because he sees beyond them' (717b). The review quotes and comments on several examples of
his poetry, making comparisons with William Blake and Henry Vaughan. It notes: 'Unlike most
modern Irish poets, he does not overdo mythology'. He uses unfamiliar Celtic names
‘cunningly....we are given the quintessence of myth without any details' (718a). It concludes that
'few poets have more perfectly caught that half-sad, half-joyous sense of a past woven
inextricably with the present, which is the possession of the Celt' (718b), but few other Irish poets
can also look to the future as well as the past.

B63 'The Muse at the Universities'

Spectator 111 (6 December 1913): 981-82. Review.

GDHC, GPD, and WSV (eds.). Oxford Poetry 1910-1913.

Aelfrida Tillyard (ed.). Cambridge Poets 1900-1913: an Anthology.

The review believes that 'of all branches of literature poetry at the moment shows the happiest
promise' (981a). These two anthologies are therefore of great interest because they contain 'the
prentice work' (981a) of those likely to produce the next generation of poets, although the
Cambridge anthology, because it goes back as far as 1900, contains some writers of established
reputation such as Rupert Brooke. The review notes that the verse of both volumes has certain
common features: the domination of the lyrical form, the hunt for 'new and startling cadences'
(981a), the variety of poetic taste, and the absence of any predominant school. The review
provides several examples of verse from each anthology, preferring the Oxford volume overall for
its greater originality of theme, mood and manner, although the Cambridge anthology has verse
of superior technical skill.

B64 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 111 (20 December 1913): 1085-87. Review.
J CSquire. The Three Hills, and other Poems.

W H Davies. Foliage: Various Poems.

Marjorie L C Pickthall. The Drift of Pinions.
Gerald Gould. My Lady's Book.

Michael Heseltine. Poems.

Judith Lytton. Love in a Mist.

K C Spiers. The Soul of a Doll.

R S Darbishire. A Holiday in Verse.

H Lang Jones. Songs of a Buried City.

Charles Newton-Robinson. Moods and Metres.
Margaret Lovell Andrews. On Passive Service.
John Masefield. The Daffodil Fields.

J Redwood-Anderson. Flemish Tales.

Will Ogilvie. The Overlanders, and other Verses.
W Monro Anderson. Rhymes of a Rouseabout.
Arthur H Adams. The Collected Verses of Arthur H Adams.
Lynn Lyster. Ballads of the Veld-Land.
'Dum-Dum’'. Odd Numbers.

Harry Graham. The Motley Muse.

The review begins with some general views on contemporary poetry. It has attained a level of
metrical skill unequalled in previous periods. It is bolder, more versatile, and has a greater range
of subject-matter. Yet with all this mastery there is apt to be a lack of that 'union of the intellect
and the imagination which gives us profundity allied with magic, and makes the reader pause with
a start of delight' (1085b). J C Squire at his best has this uncommon elusive quality. 'He can think
subtly and powerfully, as well as feel; he can catch a fleeting mood so that the sharpness of its
reproduction amazes us' (1085b), and yet he can see beyond that mood to find something more
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profound. Of the remaining volumes, W H Davies provides true lyrical snatches which have a
'perfect rightness' (1086a); Miss Pickthall is a new poet who writes sumptuous verse of high
romance in 'the old good tradition' (1086a); John Masefield's new narrative poem 'has much of
Mr Hardy's gift of making the landscape live almost as one of the dramatis personae', but is a
touch too melodramatic (1086b); and the Australian ballads in Will Ogilvie's new book are 'the
best he has done', and 'among the best of our day' (1086b).

B65 'Two Poets'

Spectator 112 (21 February 1914): 307-08. Review.

Margaret L Woods. The Collected Poems of Margaret L Woods.
Newman Howard. Collected Poems.

The review considers that both these poets deserve the 'dignity' which a collected edition confers.
It means not that their output has ended, but that their 'prentice stage' is over, the character of
their work has been provisionally determined, and it is possible to halt and consider the stage that
has been reached (307b). 'The trouble with too many of our moderns is that they are obsessed by
the complexity of the world, and reproduce it in cacophony and confusion’, but Mrs Woods has
the ability to get at the essential truth, especially in her unrhymed verses, 'which have scarcely
been bettered by Henley or Matthew Arnold' (307b). Newman Howard is a poetical dramatist,
who 'disclaims any sympathy with "the grey mildew of moral anarchism" which blights so much
modern art. He belongs to the central school of poetry, confident still of the eternal verities,
resolute that beauty is not ugliness and truth not illusion' (308b). The review discusses the work
of both poets with quoted examples.

B66 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 112 (25 April 1914): 675-77. Review.
Laurence Binyon. Auguries.

Alfred Noyes. The Wine-Press: a Tale of War.
Margaret Sackville. Songs of Aphrodite, and other Poems.
Alfred Williams. Cor Cordium.

John Drinkwater. Cromwell,. and other Poems.

R C Phillimore. Poems.

R Gorell Barnes. Love Triumphant, and other Poems.
A F Gerald. In Gray and Gold.

C Fox Smith. Songs in Sail, and other Chantys.

Helen Parry Eden. Bread and Circuses.

H S Vere-Hodge. Pantoia.

Bernard W Henderson. At Oxford, and other Poems.
Nora C Usher. Swallow-Flights.

Katharine Tynan. Irish Poems.

Dora Sigerson Shorter. Madge Linsey, and other Poems.
Ruth and Celia Duffin. The Secret Hill.

Joseph Campbell. Irishry.

Padraic Colum (ed.). Broad-Sheet Ballads.

W G Hole. The Master.

Sir Donald MacAlister. Echoes.

Helen Waddell. Lyrics from the Chinese.

Lady Sybil Grant. Founded on Fiction.

R P Keigwin. Lanyard Lyrics.

Wilfrid Blair. Sa Muse S’Amuse.

The review considers that the title of the new book by Laurence Binyon, Auguries, is appropriate
for his poems of 'guesses and half-caught visions', 'subtle meditations' which carry 'a weight of
thought' (675b). Alfred Noyes in his new volume takes several tales of horror from the Balkan
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War as texts for a peace crusade, but the review finds the result rather unsatisfactory: 'the drama
hovers on the edge of melodrama, and the pictures have something of the crude rapidity of a
kinematograph' (675b). Margaret Sackville's poetry, in which she mixes old classical stories with
tales of her own, is 'amazingly accomplished', but rather too literary and derivative, having 'the air
of exercises in moods from which the writer stands somewhat aloof' (675b). Alfred Williams'
verse, on the other hand, is 'impressive from its sheer sincerity' (675b). He writes of first-hand
experiences in an old-fashioned style. 'The serious manliness and good sense of these pieces are
qualities so rare in the verse of to-day' (676a). John Drinkwater's new book, a series of poems
about Cromwell, is less successful than some of his previous work because his 'blank verse is too
languid to represent the stress of battle, and the rugged figure of the Protector is scarcely
reproduced in his sedate and finished pictures' (676a). The review has complimentary things to
say about all of the remaining volumes under review, interspersed with the occasional critical
comment.

B67 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 113 (11 July 1914): 58-59. Review.

Rose Macaulay. The Two Blind Countries.

Susan L Mitchell. The Living Chalice.

Susan L Mitchell. Aids to the Immortality of Certain Persons in Ireland Charitably Administered.
T Sturge Moore. The Sea is Kind.

Ford Madox Hueffer. Collected Poems.

Charles Stratford Catty. Poems and Legends.

Herbert Sherring. Nadir the Persian, and other Poems.

Henry Ransome. Atil in Gortland, and other Poems.

Max Plowman. The Golden Heresy.

Emily Hickey. Later Poems.

W H Abbott. Vision: a Book of Lyrics.

Bernard Gilbert. Farming Lays.

Margaret Arnot. From Across the German Ocean.

Lloyd Roberts. England Over Seas.

Cullen Gouldsbury. More Rhodesian Rhymes.

Archibald T Strong (translator). The Ballades of Théodore de Banville.
Aubrey F G Bell (translator). Poems from the Portuguese.

Rose Macaulay's 'slim book of verses' (58a), Two Blind Countries, attempts to capture that magic
which arises when other worlds impinge upon our conscious life. Sometimes it is the wild country
of the past intruding into a homely, orderly present, sometimes it is 'plain witchcraft', but always
both countries are blind and neither illumines the other clearly (58a). The author weaves her
spell with a gift 'so rare in modern poetry' (58b). The two volumes by Susan Mitchell are reprints
of her Celtic poetry and her skits and parodies of Irish people and movements. The Sea is Kind is a
'masterpiece which no one but Mr Moore could have written', with its 'slow subtle beauty', and
'moments of high fancy' (58b). Ford Madox Hueffer's Collected Poems are prefaced by the author
'with a highly self-conscious essay', but readers should 'disregard this piece of posturing, for the
poetry is far better than the poet would have us believe'. Although he is 'not always an attractive
personality', his verse has 'sometimes a startling imaginative vigour' (58b). Of the remaining
books the review picks out Max Plowman's The Golden Heresy as 'the most remarkable' of the
volumes of lyric poetry, which 'amply fulfils' the promise of his earlier volume (see B60). His work
is 'singularly free from contemporary influences' and his images often show 'a richness and
subtlety which recall the seventeenth-century religious poets' (59a).
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B68 'Recent Verse'

Spectator 114 (27 March 1915): 444-46. Review.
Laurence Binyon. The Winnowing Fan: Poems on the Great War.
Violet Jacob. Songs of Angus.

Geoffrey Winthrop Young. Freedom: Poems.

Patrick R Chalmers. A Peck o' Maut.

C Fox-Smith. Sailor Town: Sea Songs and Ballads.

Wilfrid Wilson Gibson. Borderlands and Thoroughfares.
William H Davies. The Bird of Paradise, and other Poems.
Robert Hugh Benson. Poems.

R L Gales. David in Heaven, and other Poems.

Maude Goldring. The Country of the Young.

F W Bourdillon. Christmas Roses for 1914.

Wilfried Blair. For Belgium.

Douglas Cole. New Beginnings and The Record.

No editor's name given. Oxford Poetry, 1914.

Wilfred Campbell. Sagas of Vaster Britain.

Cullen Gouldsbury. From the Outposts.

The review praises Laurence Binyon's new volume as having surpassed all his previous
achievements. 'Here we find all the old delicacy and precision of phrase and thought, but also a
new gift, which we can only describe as unforgettableness' (444b). The review suggests that
perhaps some great crisis was needed to kindle his temperament because the war poem, 'For the
Fallen', 'easily transcends all the war verse written since August' (444b). Violet Jacob is ‘an
accomplished novelist, but she has never done anything finer than her little book of Scots verse’
in the Angus dialect, because she writes it naturally as ‘the best medium of expression, and not as
a literary exercise’ (444b-445a). Geoffrey Winthrop Young is 'a wanderer and a mountain-climber
whose poetry 'reveals a very rare combination of gifts — a singular power of visualising and
recreating physical joys joined with a real intellectual subtlety' (445a). Of the remaining volumes,
no-one, 'not even Mr Masefield', has written finer sea ballads than Miss Fox-Smith (445a); W H
Davies' new volume is disappointing as his talent 'seems to be wearing very thin, and his simplicity
is becoming a mannerism with jarring artificial notes' (445b); R L Gales' book of religious verse
contains some poems about children which are 'among the best we have seen' (445b); and FW
Bourdillon's book contains 'A Lamentation over Belgium', which is 'the best tribute yet written in
verse to that heroic land' (445b).

B69 'A New Defence of Poetry'
Spectator 129 (8 July 1922): 47-48. Review. Signed.
A Williams-Ellis. An Anatomy of Poetry.

Buchan finds this book both 'a new defence of poetry' and 'a defence of the new poetry' (47a). In
the first part of the book the author rejects aesthetic themes and technical formalism, asking
instead what specific pleasures she herself finds in poetry and building a canon of judgment from
her own wide reading and sense of poetic beauty. Her 'healthy modernism' means that she takes
most of her illustrations from contemporary poets, which Buchan considers appropriate for an
anatomy of poetry because 'almost the best work in literature to-day is being done in poetry'
(47b). However, he feels there is a danger in over-emphasising the experimental and the novel,
and finds the author's frequent bracketing of the new and the old —a modern poet with Keats or
Byron, 'as if they were on the same plane' —to be 'a slight blurring of perspective' (47b). The
second half of the book, with sections such as 'For Critics' and 'For Readers', is 'carelessly written,
less judicious, more in the nature of reprinted journalism' (48a).
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B70 'A Translation of Catullus'
Spectator 132 (21 June 1924): 1003-04. Review. Signed.
Sir William Marris (translator). Catullus.

Buchan considers that Catullus is 'the greatest Roman lyric poet — perhaps the greatest of
antiquity'. He combines 'passionate love poetry with biting satire’, and he often 'attains to a
purged simplicity of passion which is beyond praise' (1003b). The review discusses some earlier
translations of Catullus, pointing out that many of his best passages are untranslatable because
'there is no exact equivalent in English for the perfection of the Latin' (1003a). The present
translator, who previously attempted the Odes of Horace (see B53), is 'scrupulously faithful' to the
text, labouring to catch 'its exact flavour', and is successful with many pieces, failing only where
the task of translation is impossible (1003b). The review provides a technical discussion of the
difficulties of translating Catullus, with a number of quotations in English and Latin.

B71 'Scott and The Border Minstrelsy'

Times Literary Supplement 31 (14 April 1932): 257-58. Review.

Sir Walter Scott. The Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, with Notes and Introduction. Ed. TF
Henderson (4 vols.).

Henderson's edition of The Border Minstrelsy, which 'may well be called definitive' (257c), has
been reprinted to mark the centenary of Scott's death. This leading review considers the early
development of Scott as a poet and outlines the history of the ballad. One of Scott's main aims in
publishing The Border Minstrelsy was to put on record this essentially oral tradition. The review
defends Scott's method of collating different versions of a ballad to produce a standard text,
which has previously been criticised (see B41). It concludes by arguing that his work on The
Border Minstrelsy 'played a major part in the development of Scott's genius' (258b). It provided
much of the material and detailed background knowledge for his later historical romances. The
'noble simplicity' of the ballads helped to shape his own direct and simple style (258b). Being
written for 'homely people' they were grounded in the prosaic, and in his historical romances
Scott would always include a character to put the view of common sense, to 'bring romance
within hail of our pedestrian lives' (258b).

B72 'The Ballad of Tradition'
Times Literary Supplement 31 (14 July 1932): 513. Review.
Gordon Hall Gerould. The Ballad of Tradition.

This book is a synthesis of present knowledge about ballads and their history with a valuable
section on the origins of ballads and the variations in their transmission. The review first
considers the definition of a ballad (a sung narrative learned orally) and then discusses its chief
characteristics — how it concentrates on situation rather than character, and tells its story by
actions and speech objectively, with very few personal comments or intrusions. The book
suggests its chief themes are love, family relations, and feats of arms, to which the review adds
'triumph against odds. The people who made the ballads led a hard life, and they consoled
themselves by inventing tales of how the impossible could happen, and how no odds were too
great for courage and beauty to surmount' (513a). The three chief characteristics of ballad
structure are also considered: repetition, refrain, and frequent reference to the commonplace
which connects and contrasts the dramatic moments.

B73 'Scott's Juvenilia'
Spectator 149 (18 November 1932): 703. Short review. Signed.
Sir Walter Scott. New Love-Poems. Ed. Davidson Cook.

Buchan records how the editor of this book, while carrying out research in the library of South
Kensington Museum for a centenary edition of Scott's letters, discovered an unpublished
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manuscript volume on Scott and his contemporaries, apparently written in the late 1830s. The
manuscript contained the story of an early love affair of Scott, aged seventeen, together with a
number of letters and verses addressed to a young lady of Kelso named Jessie. These letters and
verses, 'the authenticity of which there seems to be no reason to doubt' (703a), make up the book
now published for the first time. Buchan finds that: 'None of the verses are good, though they
are not worse than the first attempts of Byron and Tennyson'. The early lyrics, though derivative,
are 'fairly tuneful, but occasionally descend to....bathos'. Later, 'after the fashion of youth, he
attempts the light satiric vein, with slightly more success. The prose of his letters is far more
mature and vigorous than his halting verse' (703b).
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C: BIOGRAPHY, MEMOIRS, AND LETTERS

C1 ‘John Jacob’
Spectator 85 (21 July 1900): 83-84. Review.
Alexander Innes Shand. General John Jacob.

The main part of General Jacob’s career was spent in India from 1828 to 1858, and his principal
achievement there was the subjugation of Sind province, in which he was given a free hand by its
conqueror, Sir Charles Napier. The review is fulsome in its praise of Indian frontier administrators.
Cut off from home and friendship, in constant danger, in the worst of climates, and handicapped
by ‘the ignorance and niggardliness of the Government’ (83a), ‘through it all they preserved a
boyish temper of adventure, a patience, a serenity which were little short of heroic’(83b). One
such is General Jacob, and the review considers his detailed achievements, his relationship with
his superiors, and his style of command and administration.

C2 ‘The Founder of Singapore’
Spectator 85 (8 September 1900): 307-08. Review.
Hugh Edward Egerton. Sir Stafford Raffles: England in the Far East.

The review outlines Raffles’ life (1781-1826) and career. He was an unusual type of British
Imperial administrator, being from a comparatively humble background, self-educated, with few
powerful friends. But he was self-confident, fearless of criticism, and had ‘a hankering after
dictatorship and a contempt of red tape’ (307b). After an initial failure as Governor of Java, he
went to Sumatra in 1818, where he first conceived the idea of the occupation of Singapore,
realising its enormous commercial and strategic value. Though he died soon afterwards, he had
‘laid the foundations of British power in the Far East’ (307b).

C3 ‘The White Rose’
Spectator 85 (22 September 1900): 375-76. Review.
Andrew Lang. Prince Charles Edward.

The review concentrates on the Jacobite Rising of 1745 led by Prince Charles Edward. It praises
the book as being a well-researched narrative invested with ‘an unreal fairy-tale atmosphere,
which is the true one’ because the Rising was ‘the most forlorn of causes’ (375b). ‘The actual
steps in the campaign were as doubtful as the chances. England might waver for a moment, but
she was bound to win in the end’ because, even if they won a battle, the Jacobite forces were
inadequate to conquer England (376a). The review gives an outline of events, summarises the
character of the Prince, and analyses the sentiment — a mixture of loyalty, nationalism, and
passion — which caused the Rising. It sees the Prince as a figure of romance, ‘an adventurer on an
enterprise which was doomed from the beginning’ (376a).

C4 ‘The Third Lord Shaftesbury’

Spectator 85 (1 December 1900): 775. Review.

Anthony, Earl of Shaftesbury. Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, &c. Ed. John M
Robertson. (2 vols.).

Benjamin Rand (ed.). The Life, Unpublished Letters, and Philosophical Regimen of Anthony, Earl of
Shaftesbury.

The third Earl of Shaftesbury (1671-1713) was a philosopher and the first book reviewed here is a
scholarly reprint, with introduction and notes, of his ‘famous Characteristics, which has shared the
fate of so many quondam classics, and has ceased to be read while it remains to be quoted’
(775a). It was first published in 1711. The second book is an edited collection of his unpublished
letters with a biographical sketch written by the fourth Earl. The review gives brief details of
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Shaftesbury’s life and discusses his philosophy and prose style. It calls him ‘the Whig virtuoso’, the
‘laughing philosopher, with his easy reconciliations and his urbane optimism’ (775a).

C5 ‘Zachary Macaulay’
Spectator 86 (5 January 1901): 19-20. Review.
Viscountess Knutsford. Life and Letters of Zachary Macaulay.

Zachary (1768-1838) was the father of the Whig historian, Thomas Babington Macaulay, and this
book is written by his grand-daughter. According to the review: ‘The elder Macaulay’s was as drab
and austere a figure as his son’s was brilliant’ (19b). He was at the centre of the Clapham sect, led
by the slavery abolitionist William Wilberforce, ‘which had all the virtues and scarcely a hint of the
graces’ (19b-20a). The review outlines Zachary Macaulay’s life and the characteristics of the
Clapham sect, ‘a group of serious men and women, utterly out of sympathy with the smart society
of the day, with a puritanical horror of vice’, who adopted ‘a priggish and intolerant air’ which
disguised ‘their real honesty of heart’ (20a).

C6 ‘Mr Roosevelt’s Two Books’
Spectator 86 (12 January 1901): 55. Review.
Theodore Roosevelt. The Strenuous Life: Essays and Addresses and Oliver Cromwell.

According to Blanchard (203, item E42), this review was written jointly by Buchan and the
Spectator editor, John St Loe Strachey. It is very favourable to Roosevelt, describing him as ‘one of
the sanest and most hopeful influences in American politics’ (55a). Roosevelt stands for ‘sound
education of mind and body, for moderation, for the virtues of private life in politics, and for a
genuine national spirit’ (55a). Both books contain ‘much healthy idealism tempered by common-
sense’, and ‘preach a sane, true, and rational doctrine of life’ (55a). There is some criticism of the
book on Cromwell for failing to make apparent the aristocratic side of Cromwell’s character, and
for drawing too many parallels with modern life from the events of his time.

C7 ‘The Memoirs of a Diplomatist’
Spectator 86 (18 May 1901): 736-37. Review.
Sir Edward Malet. Shifting Scenes; or, Memories of Many Men in Many Lands.

These are the memoirs of a career diplomat who was in Washington during the American Civil
War, had postings to Argentina and Constantinople (twice), was in Paris during the Franco-
Prussian War and the Commune, in Egypt just before its occupation by Britain, and eventually
became British Ambassador to Germany in Berlin. According to the review these memoirs are
interesting and entertaining, with important comments on diplomatic training and gossipy stories
about General Gordon and Bismarck. The only significant criticism is the ‘atrocious convention’
(736b) which the author has adopted in relating his story. ‘An imp called Whiffles’ (736b)
continually questions him, and the replies form his memoirs. The review considers this so
deplorable because ‘it imports....a flavour of the halfpenny Press into a world where such things
have no business to be’ (736b).

C8 ‘Lady Louisa Stuart’
Spectator 87 (24 August 1901): 254-55. Review.
James A Home (ed.). Letters of Lady Louisa Stuart to Miss Louisa Clinton.

This is a volume of letters written at the beginning of the nineteenth century by the daughter of
Lord Bute, who was Prime Minister under George lll, to the niece of the first Lady Stanley of
Alderley. Lady Louisa was ‘the intimate of the whole fashionable and intellectual society of her
time’ (254b). The review is very favourable, and gives many comments and quotations from her
letters. She was a friend and correspondent of Sir Walter Scott, and the review finds her remarks
on the Waverley novels, which she read as they appeared, and her critical comments on
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Cervantes, Mrs Radcliffe, and the latest fashionable novels to be ‘always sound and sometimes
acute’ (255a).

C9 ‘Hodson of Hodson’s Horse’
Spectator 87 (2 November 1901): 631-32. Review.
Captain Lionel J Trotter. A Leader of Light Horse: Life of Hodson of Hodson’s Horse.

The book is a biography of one of the most notorious British officers of the Indian Mutiny of 1857-
59. Before the mutiny he had become unpopular with some of his fellow officers, was accused of
maladministration of funds and relieved of his command, though he was subsequently cleared of
all charges. He distinguished himself in action during the mutiny, especially at the siege of Delhi,
but used excessive force by instantly executing many members of a mob attempting to free
prisoners. The author sets out the justification for this action which, according to the review,
seems to be sufficient. Hodson died soon afterwards from a chance rifle-bullet in an action
against some rebels outside Lucknow.

C10 'More Letters of Lady Louisa Stuart'
Spectator 91 (14 November 1903): 811-12. Review.
James A Home (ed.). Letters of Lady Louisa Stuart to Miss Louisa Clinton. (Second Series).

The first volume of these letters was previously reviewed (C8). The second volume contains
letters which were written mainly when Lady Louisa was in her seventies (she died in 1851, aged
94). They are 'less literary, and considerably less ethical' (811b) than the first series. Yet they
contain 'a fine portrait of Sir Walter Scott in those melancholy last years as he appeared to one of
his oldest and most loyal friends' (812a). They also include ‘a very good passage on French
realism, which sought to reduce all things in life to ugly and ignoble elements’ (812a). Among the
possibly 'less ethical' comments are her views on Coleridge: 'vulgar and flippant and bad taste,
yet very good sense in the main' (812a).

C11 'Lord Wolseley's Autobiography'
Spectator 91 (12 December 1903): 1027-28. Review.
Field-Marshal Viscount Wolseley. The Story of a Soldier's Life. (2 vols.).

Lord Wolseley retired as Commander-in-Chief of the British Army in 1900, and these first two
volumes of his autobiography take his story up to the 1870s. By then he had already seen service
in the Crimean War, Indian Mutiny, China and Canada. The review praises the book overall, but is
critical of some aspects, especially Wolseley's tendency to over-emphasise his old-school military
thought and social prejudices. It notes that, at the start of the Crimean War, 'Lord Wolseley's
account of the unpreparedness of the nation is a curious commentary on 1899', the outbreak of
the Boer War (1028a). ‘His story of the terrible months in the Crimean trenches should be read by
all who wish to realise the depth of official incompetence and the height of human heroism’
(1028a).

C12 'Disraeli’
Spectator 92 (16 April 1904): 603-04. Review.
Walter Sichel. Disraeli: a Study in Personality and Ideas.

The review considers that Disraeli is the most complex of recent statesmen and one of the most
attractive. The richness of his character and the amazing facts of his career should give his
biography 'the charm of a romance' (603b). But his political creed cannot be ascertained simply
from his policies and speeches; it must be pieced together out of novels, conversations, and
debates scattered through a long and busy life, so that any biographer will require quite
exceptional abilities of organisation and construction. This is where the author, Walter Sichel, has
failed. He has forgotten order and proportion, producing a miscellany of information which
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represents only the preliminary material for a biography. 'The book is largely a mosaic of
guotations from Disraeli himself, often given without references' (603b). The review concludes
that Disraeli still awaits his ‘true biographer' (603b).

C13 'A Scottish Garden in the Eighteenth Century'
Spectator 92 (21 May 1904): 812-13. Review.
James Coleville (ed.). Letters of John Cockburn of Ormistoun to his Gardener, 1727-1744.

According to this review, eighteenth-century Scotland was too poor and unsettled a country for
gardening generally to flourish. But the estate of John Cockburn, the Laird of Ormistoun, was an
exception. He was a Member of Parliament between 1707 and 1741, and became a Lord of the
Admiralty. Although he spent most of his life in England, his heart was always in his Scottish
estate, as shown by these letters he wrote to his gardener. He not only made his home into a
pleasant retreat, he was also an enlightened landlord. A pioneer of progressive farming, he
founded the Ormistoun Agricultural Club, and encouraged the development of a thriving rural
community.

C14 'Dalhousie’
Spectator 92 (4 June 1904): 879-81. Review.
Sir William Lee-Warner. The Life of the Marquis of Dalhousie. (2 vols.).

Dalhousie was appointed Governor-General of India in 1847 and carried out a substantial number
of major reforms, outlined in the review, on which much of modern India was built. But he left
India in 1856 because of ill health, and the Indian Mutiny of 1857-59 ruined his reputation, which
has never really recovered. The review says that the major fault of this biography is the 'tone of
apologetic fervour' (880a) which the author has adopted in defence of Dalhousie, whereas in
many cases his record stands for itself and no defence is needed. 'His government was the
beginning of a new India, and the Mutiny was the fire struck from its conflict with the old' (880b).

C15 'A Life of General Wauchope'
Spectator 93 (20 August 1904): 256-57. Review.
Sir George Douglas. The Life of Major-General Wauchope.

General Wauchope had a distinguished military career, mainly in Africa, where he saw action on
many occasions, and went on the Gordon Relief Expedition to Khartoum. After suffering a wound
which disabled his right arm, he turned to politics for a time, and was the unsuccessful
Conservative candidate against Gladstone at Midlothian in the Home Rule election of 1892.
Resuming his military career, he was at Omdurman in 1898 before being killed at Magersfontein
in the Boer War. The review says that he was 'essentially a professional fighting man, and lived
for his regiment' (256b), but unfortunately his biographer is not a soldier and does not do full
justice to his military career.

C16 'Thomas Hobbes'
Spectator 93 (10 September 1904): 360-61. Review.
Leslie Stephen. Hobbes.

This slim biography of Hobbes (1588-1679) by the late Sir Leslie Stephen is a fresh study of a man
whose character was 'not inspiring' and whose philosophical discoveries are nowadays regarded
as 'hackneyed fallacies' (360b). The review considers that Hobbes was sufficiently cautious to live
'an unmolested life in very troublous times' (361a), yet intellectually arrogant enough to make
many enemies in Church and State. His philosophy sought to provide a complete mechanical
theory of the universe. He started with a clear conception of the kind of system he wanted, and
then built it up on the basis of a very slight analysis of data. This approach divides Hobbes from
modern philosophers, whose concerns, 'such as the meaning of reality and the possibility of
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knowledge, scarcely occurred to him' (361a). Nevertheless, 'he has had a vast influence on the
practical and popular thought of the world' (361b).

C17 'Sir Walter Raleigh'
Spectator 93 (17 December 1904): 1009-10. Review.
Sir Rennell Rodd. Sir Walter Raleigh.

The review says that much has already been written on Raleigh, and it mentions some previous
biographies, but there is ample room for further work, such as this 'acute and sympathetic study'
(1009b), because Raleigh is one of the most dazzlingly versatile figures in English history. His fame
rests mainly upon his travels and colonisation, but his tangible achievements were few. The
article believes the reason for this was that Raleigh was a pathfinder, and it is in the nature of
things that pathfinders will fail while those who follow later reap the rewards of success. Raleigh
was 'the first apostle of Empire' (1010a), but 'England had still to learn the art of colonising ... and
serve a long and bloody apprenticeship before she acquired that aptitude for foreign
administration which is her chief glory to-day' (1010a).

C18 'Lord Dufferin'
Spectator 94 (18 February 1905): 253-55. Review.
Sir Alfred Lyall. The Life of the Marquis of Dufferin and Ava. (2 vols.).

The review outlines the career of Lord Dufferin (1826-1902), who was Under-Secretary for India
and for War before becoming Governor-General of Canada (1872-78). He was then sent to Egypt
and wrote what became a famous report on that country, 'which, as Lord Milner has said,
contained all the essential remedies for Egypt's condition, but rather glossed over the difficulties'
(254b). He was later appointed Viceroy of India. The review says that Lyall has chosen the best
way to write Dufferin's biography. He gives a full account of his career, but does not criticise or
explain too much, leaving that to the copious quotations from Dufferin's letters and speeches.
'He does not indulge, after the fashion of many biographers, in laborious analyses of character,
which as a rule are less fitted to inform the reader than to impress him with the ingenuity of the
biographer' (253b-254a).

C19 'Mr Frederic Harrison's Chatham'
Spectator 94 (8 April 1905): 512-13.
Frederic Harrison. Chatham.

The review finds that this biography suffers from a major flaw. The author is fundamentally out of
sympathy with what the review regards as Chatham's main achievement — the creation of the
British Empire. Harrison is in two minds whether overseas expansion is beneficial or not, and this
lack of sympathy leads him to adopt a tone of petty and irrelevant criticism. The review
summarises Chatham's career, which culminated in the success of his policies against France in
the Seven Years' War (1756-63). It regards him as one of the very greatest of English statesmen
and leaders, who made Imperialism a national policy and himself epitomised 'the very genius of
England, creating and defining for all time the ambitions which embody the best in the national
character' (513a).

C20 'Mrs Fitzherbert'
Spectator 95 (18 November 1905): 788-89. Review.
W H Wilkins. Mrs Fitzherbert and George IV. (2 vols.).

According to the review this is the first complete biography of the Roman Catholic widow who
secretly married the Prince of Wales, later George IV, in 1785. The marriage was kept secret by
the Prince because it contravened the Royal Marriage Act. The biography makes use for the first
time of some of Mrs Fitzherbert's private papers by permission of the present King, Edward VII.
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The article gives a summary of Mrs Fitzherbert's life and is forthright in laying the blame for the
marriage almost wholly on the Prince, who was 'the cheapest brand of sensualist, without either
brains or good taste to redeem his excesses' (788b). The book, it says, is not merely a defence of
Mrs Fitzherbert, but a complete account of the society and politics of the period.

C21 'Lord Randolph Churchill'
Spectator 96 (6 January 1906): 19-20. Review.
Winston Spencer Churchill. Lord Randolph Churchill. (2 vols.).

This is a generally very favourable review, which discusses the difficulties of writing an impartial
biography of a close relative, in this case the author's father who died in 1895. It gives brief
details of Lord Randolph's career and character, but disagrees with Churchill's conclusion that his
father managed to win from the general public the confidence denied him by his political
colleagues and the Conservative party organisation. The review considers that, although his satire
and invective attracted audiences, in the long run he could not inspire that true confidence
needed for sustained political success.

C22 'Seymour Vandeleur'
Spectator 96 (13 January 1906): 59-60. Review.
Colonel F I Maxse. Seymour Vandeleur: the Story of a British Officer.

This is a biography of one of the most distinguished young officers who lost his life in the Boer
War, written by a fellow-officer and long-time friend. The review welcomes the book as 'the type
of all that is best in English manhood. Modest, courageous, indefatigable, a true professional
soldier, and yet with wide interests and a cultivated mind' (59a). The review provides details of
Vandeleur's career: Eton and Sandhurst, Army campaigns in Africa and action at Omdurman,
distinguished service in the Boer War. It sees his life as part of the great work of Empire-building,
the type 'who asks for no cheap rewards or advertisement, and is content to do his duty for its
own sake' (60a).

C23 'Captain John Smith'
Spectator 96 (20 January 1906): 97-98. Review.
A G Bradley. Captain John Smith.

This review portrays Captain Smith (1580-1631) as an almost incredible character, whose real
career would be deemed too improbable for the hero of a fictional romance. He left his
Lincolnshire home for France aged sixteen, became involved in the French wars against the Turks,
was captured but escaped, and fought in Morocco against the Spanish before returning to
England. He then joined an expedition to the American colony of Virginia, was captured by
Indians but saved from death by the chief's daughter, Pocahontas. Later he became President of
the colony at Jamestown until a serious accident compelled him to return to England, where he
continued as an advocate of colonisation and settlement. The review notes that Smith’s portrait
is 'a kind of epitome of the colonising spirit which has made the British Empire' (98b).

C24 'Pitt’
Spectator 96 (3 March 1906): 339-40. Review.
Charles Whibley. William Pitt.

The review is critical of this study of Pitt the Younger, written to commemorate the centenary of
his death. The author takes a High-Tory standpoint, showing a keen partisanship which praises his
hero by belittling his opponents, especially Charles James Fox, who is inaccurately portrayed as a
contemptible character and an enemy of his country. The review considers that invoking old
party rancour in such a way is not the proper approach of the historian or the biographer. It goes
on to give its own assessment of Pitt's political life, concluding that he was a great peace Minister
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whose ironic fate was to spend most of his career in a war against France and Napoleon.
However, his strategical weakness was offset by his strong resolution and financial acumen, which
ensured that Britain maintained the struggle and eventually succeeded without approaching
national bankruptcy.

C25 'Henry Sidgwick'
Spectator 96 (24 March 1906): 459-61. Review.
AS and EMS. Henry Sidgwick: a Memoir.

AS is Henry Sidgwick's brother, Arthur, and EMS is his widow, Eleanor Mildred. The book is a
series of extracts from Sidgwick's letters and journals, connected by the bare minimum of
narrative. The review considers that on the whole this approach is successful, although the early
chapters on Sidgwick's youth and early university life are too 'scrappy' (460a) and should have
been provided with a fuller narrative. It then summarises his brilliant career at Cambridge, where
he became Professor of Moral Philosophy and supported university reform and the education of
women. He was instrumental in the founding of Newnham College, where his wife became
Principal. The review also comments on Sidgwick's moral philosophy, which often conflicted with
his religious instincts, and may have led to his interest in psychical research.

C26 'The Secret of Heroism'
Spectator 96 (31 March 1906): 497-98. Review.
W L Mackenzie King. The Secret of Heroism: a Memoir of Henry Albert Harper.

This book is a memoir of a young Canadian civil servant who was killed in a brave attempt to save
the life of a girl who drowned in a skating accident. It is written by his friend, the Deputy-Minister
of his Department, the same Mackenzie King who was later Prime Minister of Canada when
Buchan became Governor-General. The review outlines the young man's life, which was full of
promise for a successful future. But he was also an idealist who had an intense sympathy with
suffering and poverty, and a great love of Nature. He knew that his attempt to save the girl was
futile, but he went ahead regardless. 'The man who is prepared to face certain death for a point
of honour when he has the world before him, and is already on the way to distinction, can have
no common degree of steel and fire in his soul' (497b). This, the review seems to be saying, is the
secret of heroism.

C27 'The Victorian Chancellors'
Spectator 96 (21 April 1906): 619-20. Review.
J B Atlay. The Victorian Chancellors. Vol. I.

This book contains biographies of four Lord Chancellors of the Victorian era: Cottenham, Truro,
Lyndhurst and Brougham. The review considers the author to be ideally suited to his subject. As
a lawyer himself he can properly assess the value of the Chancellors' judicial work, but he is
equally good on their characters and political influence. He is accurate and fair, and writes in a
clear, urbane style. The review then deals briefly with Cottenham and Truro before giving more
detailed assessments of the careers of Lyndhurst and Brougham, emphasising their contrasting
characters. Lyndhurst possessed a brilliant legal mind, but had little real interest in politics,
whereas Brougham was a much more political figure, controversial and at times outrageous.

C28 'Sir Richard Burton'
Spectator 96 (26 May 1906): 833-34. Review.
Thomas Wright. The Life of Sir Richard Burton. (2 vols.).

The review outlines Burton's life, concentrating on his wanderings in the East, which included a
visit to Mecca disguised as a pilgrim, and in Africa, which led to the discovery of Tanganyika. Later
he married and settled down to a succession of foreign consulships. In his latter years he
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concentrated on literary work, translating the Kama Sutra and producing a monumental
annotated edition of the Arabian Nights. While 'in no way a great man of letters', Burton will
always remain 'one of the greatest of Orientalists' (834a), and his adventures 'will always live in
the popular imagination' (833b). According to the review, this biography has collected a mass of
material on Burton, but the writing is banal and slipshod, and it is too full of gossip and anecdotes
to gain a real understanding of the man.

C29 'Alexander Hamilton'
Spectator 97 (14 July 1906): 58-60. Review.
Frederick Scott Oliver. Alexander Hamilton: an Essay on American Union.

According to this review Hamilton (1757-1804) was one of the greatest figures in American
history, who had to solve a problem which in many ways resembled the task which currently
confronts the British Empire — the consolidation of scattered states into a union. His
achievement, with George Washington, was to force unity and good government on thirteen
states disorganised after the War of Independence and wary of any federal government which
might take away their states' rights. The review summarises Hamilton's career, and concludes
that the book is 'the most brilliant piece of political biography which has appeared in England for
many years' (59b-60a). But it also has 'a creed to preach and a moral to point' (60a) in its
comparison with the contemporary problems of the British Empire. Although this tends to spoil
the proportion of the narrative, the book is nevertheless 'an eloquent sermon on the text of
Imperial unity' (59b).

C30 'The First Lord Durham'
Spectator 97 (10 November 1906): 727-28. Review.
Stuart J Reid. Life and Letters of the First Earl of Durham, 1792-1840. (2 vols.).

The review outlines Durham's career as a politician and administrator. He was a member of
Grey's Cabinet, which introduced the 1832 Reform Bill, later went as Ambassador to St
Petersburg, and was then sent to Canada in 1838 where the French were in revolt. There he
produced a report which recommended the grant of responsible government to a united Canada
as soon as possible. This 'famous Report — the Magna Carta of our Colonial Empire' (728a) not
only set out the basis for a permanent settlement in Canada, but 'provided the doctrine on which
our free Empire of to-day reposes' (728a) — that Colonies should become self-governing within the
Empire as soon as their development made this possible. The review says that a biography of
Lord Durham has been long overdue. This is an old-fashioned type of biography, painstaking and
industrious, but 'filled with moralisings and platitudes, very wordy and very lengthy' (727a).

C31 'Leslie Stephen'
Spectator 97 (22 December 1906): 1047-48. Review.
Frederic William Maitland. The Life and Letters of Leslie Stephen.

The review finds that Leslie Stephen spoke and wrote so little about himself that in one sense he
is a difficult subject for a biographer. On the other hand, he led a varied life and his character was
'essentially simple, clean-cut and masculine' (1047b). He was 'the true type of the professional
man of letters' (1048a) and 'one of the two or three heroic figures of recent times in a not very
heroic calling' (1047b). The review gives a brief outline of Stephen's life, first as a clerical Fellow
at Cambridge and a noted mountaineer, then as a journalist and literary critic, finally as editor of
the Dictionary of National Biography. The review praises Maitland's biography as 'a piece of
literature which should rank not far from the best among modern biographies' (1047b).
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C32 'Frederick York Powell'

Spectator 98 (12 January 1907): 55-56. Review.

Oliver Elton. Frederick York Powell: a Life and a Selection from his Letters and Occasional Writings.
(2 vols.).

York Powell (1850-1904) was Regius Professor of History at Oxford, and also an Icelandic scholar
whose editions of the ancient poetry of Scandinavia (produced jointly with Professor Gudbrand
Vigfusson) were 'his chief contributions to scholarship' (55b). According to the review he was
better known for his personality than his published work, though he produced a good deal of
journalism and exercised a great influence over young men at Oxford and in London. He was an
omnivorous reader with nomadic habits, 'always exploring strange backwaters of letters and life'
(55a). The review considers his character and politics, and ends by praising Professor Elton's
biography and recommending the selection of Powell’s writing and letters contained in the
second volume.

C33 'Sir Spencer Walpole's Essays'
Spectator 98 (9 March 1907): 371. Review.
Sir Spencer Walpole. Studies in Biography.

This is a book of biographical essays, most of them book reviews reprinted from the Edinburgh or
the Quarterly. The review observes that the biographical essay is a difficult form of literature
because it is hard to balance biographical facts with critical comments, so that it is apt to become
more like an encyclopaedic entry than an essay. Some of Walpole's studies fall into this category,
for example those on Bismarck and Napoleon Ill. But many are more balanced, written always
from a Whig point of view, which is 'none too common to-day' and means fairness, good sense,
'and the absence of all foolish cynicism and paradox' (371a). The article considers the principal
essays on Edward Gibbon, Lord Dufferin, Peel, Cobden, Disraeli and Lord Shaftesbury. It gives first
place to the essay on Gibbon, though that on Peel is 'one of the best and most complete studies
of Peel that we know' (371b). But the essay on Disraeli, though excellent on the novels, is weaker
on the political side.

C34 'Lafcadio Hearn'
Spectator 98 (30 March 1907): 501-02. Review.
Elizabeth Bisland. The Life and Letters of Lafcadio Hearn. (2 vols.).

Hearn (1850-1904) was an orphan brought up in Wales, who drifted penniless to London and New
York before becoming a reporter and journalist. He was then sent by a firm of publishers to Japan
to write a book, and never returned to America. He married a Japanese wife and became
naturalised. He wrote about Japan for the rest of his life, observing and recording the rapid
modernisation of the country, the only Western writer to do so from the inside. But he never
grew to love the Japanese character, realising that its noble ideal of duty was attained by coercion
of the will of the individual, something which his Western ideas of personal freedom could not
accept. The review especially recommends the second volume containing Hearn's letters, which
are full of sharp insights, wonderful pieces of description, and are very revealing of the author
himself.

C35 'The Scotland of Yesterday'
Spectator 98 (27 April 1907): 676. Review.
E M Sellar. Recollections and Impressions.

This is a book of reminiscences by the wife of the late W Y Sellar, who was a Classics Professor at
St Andrews (1859-63), then at Edinburgh University. They spent a good deal of time at the Sellar
family home of Ardtornish in the West Highlands, which was visited by many distinguished
people, including some of the chief names of Victorian literature. The book is full of tales about
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these visitors, which the review says amuse and interest the reader while at the same time
maintaining reticence and good taste. The visitors included Tennyson, Carlyle, Herbert Spencer,
even Turgenev, but the review prefers the Scottish recollections, which provide 'a charming
picture of that accomplished, broad-minded and yet highly idiomatic society which grew up
around the intellectual aristocracy of Scotland' (676b) in the later Victorian period.

C36 'Lady Mary Wortley Montagu'
Spectator 98 (8 June 1907): 901-02. Review.
George Paston. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu and her Times.

Lady Mary (1689-1762), witty, clever, and of some learning, married Edward Wortley Montagu,
nephew of Lord Sandwich, in 1712 and lived in London, where she gained a brilliant reputation
and was admired by many, especially Alexander Pope. This biography is by Emily Morse Symonds
(1860-1936), who has adopted the pseudonym of 'George Paston'. She has discovered some new
letters by Lady Mary, but unfortunately they do not have the same merit as those already
published, which were 'unmatched both for metallic brilliance of style and acute, caustic
comments on human society' (902a). But the review prefers the letters of her granddaughter,
Lady Louisa Stuart (€8, C10) which have 'that tenderness of feeling and delicacy of thought' (902a)
which are missing from Lady Mary's writing.

C37 'The Duke of Argyll's Recollections'
Spectator 99 (23 November 1907): 823-24. Review.
The Duke of Argyle. Passage from the Past. (2 vols.).

The review outlines the Duke's life: his youth in Scotland, education at Eton and Cambridge, a
decade (the 1860s) on the Continent and in America, and later as Governor-General of Canada. It
retells from the autobiography some stories of the famous men the Duke has met, including
Garibaldi, Gladstone, the American Civil War Generals Lee and Grant, and the German Chancellor,
Bismarck. He also met many literary men, including Tennyson and Longfellow, but the review
dismisses his attempts at literary criticism, especially his disdain for Wordsworth and Milton. It
observes that it is 'perfectly legitimate to be unsympathetic about much of Wordsworth's poetry,
but the man who cannot appreciate his best cannot appreciate poetic art at all' (823b).

C38 'Dr John Brown's Letters'
Spectator 99 (7 December 1907): 928-29. Review.
John Brown (Dr Brown's son) and D W Forrest (eds.). Letters of Dr John Brown.

Dr Brown (1810-82) was a busy Edinburgh doctor who began to write down his experiences and
opinions in the form of essays. These became very popular when published because of his
wholesome and friendly personality, which combined intelligence, common-sense and a delight in
simple things, and inspired every line that he wrote. The review observes that there was
'something extraordinarily winning and endearing in the soul which is reflected in his pages'
(928a). This volume of 327 private letters, edited by his son and D W Forrest, has the same
qualities. The review provides examples from the letters of his vices and virtues, his political
views, and his criticism of literature. He disliked Dickens, praised Thackeray, admired Ruskin, but
'George Eliot made him uncomfortable' and 'he was never quite certain about Browning' (928b).

C39 'A Diplomat's Reminiscences'
Spectator 100 (8 February 1908): 222-23. Review.
Sir Henry Drummond Wolff. Rambling Recollections. (2 vols.).

The review says that 'rambling' is the proper epithet for this book. It seems to have been dictated
from memory, because Sir Henry kept no diary or record of any kind. There are many trivialities
and stories of no real point, much repetition, and rather dreary details of old diplomacy.
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Nevertheless, it contains something of interest for every reader, as it is good-humoured and
occasionally a little indiscreet. The review summarises Sir Henry's life and his career in the
Diplomatic Service, which covered the Crimean and Franco-Prussian wars, and a mission to Egypt
that resulted in the Convention of 1885, on which Britain's subsequent relations with Egypt came
to be based. The book gives portraits of many interesting personalities he knew, including
Napoleon lll, Gladstone and Disraeli.

C40 'The Victorian Chancellors'
Spectator 100 (13 June 1908): 939-40. Review.
J B Atlay. The Victorian Chancellors. Vol.ll. (2 vols.).

Volume one was previously reviewed (C27). This new volume covers the later Victorian Lord
Chancellors, and the review first considers the materials available to the author in terms of
autobiographies, letters, diaries, private papers and previous biographies. From these materials,
it says, he has prepared 'a set of brilliant sketches' which are 'good literature and good history'
(939b). The review notes that a Lord Chancellor is both the chief judge in the country and also a
prominent member of the Cabinet, and accordingly his reputation with posterity may be either
legal or political, or both. Among the Victorian Chancellors, Lord Cairns is probably the man who
most fully united the two. The review goes on to give brief sketches of all the Chancellors
included in the book, concentrating on Cairns, Selborne, Campbell and Westbury, with shorter
references to Cranworth, Chelmsford, Hatherley and St Leonards.

C41 'Colonel Saunderson'
Spectator 101 (25 July 1908): 130-31. Review.
Reginald Lucas. Colonel Saunderson MP: a Memoir.

Saunderson was an Ulster country gentleman, brigade commander and sportsman, who entered
Parliament in 1865 and became an enthusiastic Orangeman and leader of that party. The review
outlines his life and comments on the difficulties of writing a biography of someone who is 'not of
the first rank' (130b). The biographer may easily lose perspective and over-praise his subject, but
here the author has provided 'one of the most successful specimens of a not very easy form of
literature' (130a). He is conscious of his subject's finer qualities, but also perfectly open about his
limitations. The review observes that, if eventually the country gentleman disappears from
politics, 'future ages will look back upon Colonel Saunderson as a typical specimen of the class'
(130b).

C42 'George Grenfell and the Congo'
Spectator 101 (8 August 1908): 198-99. Review.
Sir Harry Johnston. George Grenfell and the Congo. (2 vols.).

Grenfell was 'certainly the greatest modern figure in the missionary world' (198b), who lived in
the Congo from 1883 until his death in 1906, and laboured to establish a chain of British mission-
stations across Africa to provide 'the rudiments of civilised government in those dark
wildernesses' (198b). He welcomed the foundation of the Congo Free State and initially assisted
in its administration as a Commissioner, but eventually became bitterly disillusioned by its
degeneration. The first volume of this book is a biography of Grenfell, based primarily on his
diaries and notebooks. The second is an encyclopaedia of information on all matters connected
with the Congo, including a history of Belgian involvement, particularly that of King Leopold. The
review concludes with Grenfell's indictment of King Leopold's rule, which the book presents as
‘one of the most damning conceivable, because it is the reluctant admission of a man who had
once hoped for great things from that Sovereign' (199b).
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C43 'Herbert Spencer’
Spectator 101 (15 August 1908): 232-34. Review.
David Duncan. The Life and Letters of Herbert Spencer.

This is the first biography of Spencer, who died in 1903 (see obituary article, F2). It is written by
his long-time secretary and friend David Duncan. The review agrees with the author that it is too
soon to estimate the value of Spencer's main work, the System of Synthetic Philosophy, which
must be left to the judgment of later ages. What needs to be clarified now is the personality and
character of the man, and the author's portrait of this is 'uncommonly well done' (233b). The
review summarises Spencer's life and principal work. His Synthetic Philosophy took the idea of
evolution and 'worked it out empirically in the chief domains of human knowledge' (233a). In this
way 'he did as much as any man of the century for the cause of progress, since he provided a
provisional unification of knowledge' (233b). But in the final analysis, he was not 'in the highest
sense, a thinker. He was a codifier of knowledge, and one of the greatest the world has seen'
(233b).

C44 'A Group of Scottish Women'
Spectator 101 (5 September 1908): 330-31. Review.
Harry Graham. A Group of Scottish Women.

According to the review, this is a very amusing book of portraits concerning various Scottish ladies
of the past. The author, Captain Graham, seems to have begun with the intention of becoming
'the feminist historian of Scotland' (330a), because in the early chapters there is much
information about the general position of women. 'But soon he ceases to provide a manual for
ardent suffragists, and contents himself with the study of eccentric types' (330b). The rest of the
book is wildly discursive but very entertaining. The review gives details of some of the women
discussed in the book and the tales attaching to them. They include Lady Grisell Baillie who, as a
child, saved her father's life; Elspeth Buchan, an illiterate peasant woman with the gift of oratory
who founded a community of souls in the 1770s; and the Duchesses of Gordon, Lauderdale,
Buccleuch and Queensberry. The review notes that many of the book's best chapters deal with
Edinburgh society of the late eighteenth century, 'when remarkable literary taste was conjoined
with "high-jinks" and conviviality' (331a).

C45 'The Diary of a Georgian Sailor'

Spectator 101 (24 October 1908): 633-34. Review.

Colonel Spencer Childers (ed.). A Mariner of England: an Account of the Career of William
Richardson (1780-1819), as Told by Himself.

This book has been compiled from a manuscript diary and, according to the review, it is far
superior to most memoirs and compilations currently being published because it is 'a genuine
"human document", a revelation of the thoughts and doings of a typical English sailorman during
the most stirring years in our naval history' (633a). The review outlines Richardson's character
and his career at sea. This involved voyages to Algiers and America, Guinea and the Bay of Bengal.
He was shipwrecked, press-ganged into the Navy, and sent as a gunner to the West Indies. Later
he saw active service against some French ships escaping from Trafalgar, went on the Walcheren
Expedition, and was finally sent to Lisbon during the period of Wellington's Peninsular Campaign.
The whole book, says the review, has been 'delightful reading' (633b).

C46 'Lady Holland's Journal'
Spectator 101 (7 November 1908): 737-38. Review.
Earl of lichester (ed.). The Journal of Elizabeth, Lady Holland (1791-1811). (2 vols.).

Lady Holland was hostess of the Holland House Circle, the meeting place of most of the
distinguished politicians, lawyers and writers of the early nineteenth century (see D33). The
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review points out that the journal finishes in 1811, whereas the main interest of the Circle comes
later. Nevertheless, it provides an insight into the character of the hostess, which is not
altogether attractive. She was unhappily married and divorced at an early age before she married
Lord Holland, and this rather disreputable past contributed to her success as a hostess. No
respectable woman would speak to her, so that men were able to visit without the necessity of
bringing their wives. The review finds that the book cannot compare with the best journals
because Lady Holland had no literary skill and little humour. When the second volume of the
journal reaches the beginnings of the Circle there are some moments of interest, but it is mainly
concerned with minor political gossip which has now lost its point.

C47 'The Bluidy Mackenzie'
Blackwood's Magazine 185 (March 1909): 368-79. Review.
Andrew Lang. Sir George Mackenzie: his Life and Times.

Mackenzie was a prominent Scottish lawyer and MP, who was appointed King's Advocate in 1677
and became known as 'Bluidy Mackenzie' for his persecution of members of the staunchly
Protestant Covenanting party in Scotland. Most of this extended review consists of a summary of
the historical background and a detailed account of Mackenzie's career. As for his 'odious'
reputation, 'it is the duty of serious history to revise popular reputations, and the work in the case
of Mackenzie is overdue' (368b). The author, Andrew Lang, has attempted to perform this task,
but although his work is meticulous, scrupulous and fair, it is also poorly organised and not clearly
argued. However, the review agrees with Lang's overall assessment that Mackenzie was a
thoroughly modern man at odds with the political and social environment in which he found
himself. He was broad-minded and humane, but also ambitious in his profession, and a loyal
servant of the King. His great mistake was to remain faithful to the rule of law at the expense of
his humanity.

C48 'Sir George Mackenzie, King's Advocate'
Spectator 102 (6 March 1909): 377-78. Review.
Andrew Lang. Sir George Mackenzie: his Life and Times.

This book was also the subject of an extended review in Blackwood's Magazine (see C47). This
review is a lot shorter, omitting much of the historical background and detail of Mackenzie's
career. But it makes the same criticisms of the book, that it is repetitive, disorganised and poorly
argued. The author sets out as a whole-hearted defender of Mackenzie, aiming to revise his
bloody reputation. But his argument founders on 'the existence of two souls in the same body'
(378a). Mackenzie was 'an essentially modern man' (378a) in that he had none of the usual
seventeenth-century prejudices, being humane, tolerant and progressive. But he was also a strict
lawyer and loyal King's Advocate — 'Mr Hyde in office, Dr Jekyll in his private affairs' (378a). When
these two souls came into conflict, Mackenzie 'made a fetish of his legal duties. He held that he
was a servant bound at all costs to carry out the commands of his masters' (378b). 'Instead of
conscience, he showed conscientiousness' (378b).

C49 'Brougham and his Early Friends'

Spectator 102 (20 March 1909): 462-63. Review.

R H M Buddle Atkinson and G A Jackson (eds.). Brougham and his Early Friends: Letters to James
Loch, 1798-1809. (3 vols.).

Brougham (1778-1868) was a Scottish lawyer who entered Parliament as a Whig in 1810 and
eventually became Lord Chancellor. The first two volumes contain letters to another lawyer and
Whig MP, James Loch, by certain of his friends, of whom Brougham was by far the most
distinguished. Hence, the review finds too many of the letters to be of little interest. The tone of
Brougham'’s letters 'varies from extreme coarseness to wise and affectionate advice' (462b),
reflecting his lifestyle at the time which mixed serious career-building with pranks and escapades.
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The third volume contains full notes on the different people referred to in the letters, and a long
critical and biographical sketch of Brougham, which the review considers to be careful and
judicious while disagreeing with the editors' view of certain episodes in Brougham's career.

C50 'Mr Wilfred Ward's Personal Studies'
Spectator 102 (3 April 1909): 542.
Wilfred Ward. Ten Personal Studies. Short review.

The review finds that these studies in contemporary biography make good reading because they
combine serious and sincere criticism with a sympathetic yet detached view — not always an easy
combination when dealing with one's contemporaries. The study of Balfour is 'probably the best
thing yet written on that intricate subject' (542a), and the review quotes a long passage on
Balfour's temperament. The book also includes studies of three editors, Delane (Times), Hutton
(Spectator) and Knowles (Contemporary Review), and of the philosopher Henry Sidgwick. The
review finds that Ward's studies of 'the great men of his own Communion' (542a), Pope Leo XIlI
and Cardinals Wiseman, Newman and Manning, are full of interest and personal reminiscences.

C51 'William Lyon Mackenzie'
Spectator 102 (24 April 1909): 666-67. Review.
Charles Lindsey. William Lyon Mackenzie.

The review outlines the career of the ‘most controversial of Canadian statesmen' (666b). He
emigrated from Scotland to Canada, made his name as a newspaper man, and entered politics in
1828 at a time when the Canadian House of Assembly had no control of the Government, which
was in effect nominated by the British Crown. In 1837 Mackenzie led a rebellion, which was easily
put down. He fled across the border into America and did not return until 1849, when he re-
entered the Assembly. Meanwhile, the rebellion had caused Lord Durham to be sent from Britain
to investigate, and his report in 1839 laid the foundation for reform in Canada leading to self-
government. It also became the blueprint for the future governance of the British Empire. On
this basis the review concludes that Mackenzie's rebellion was justified. There was no doubt that
Canada was maladministered by Britain and, without the rebellion, reform might have been
delayed by a generation.

C52 'Mr Asquith'
Spectator 102 (8 May 1909): 740-41. Review.
Frank Elias. The Right Hon. H H Asquith MP: a Biography and Appreciation.

The review begins: 'To write the biography of the living is a thankless task' because the
biographer has 'neither a proper viewground nor adequate data' (740b). But this book stands out
for its 'sober, well-bred narrative' and 'sound and well-balanced criticism' (740b). The review
summarises Asquith's career and discusses in some detail his character and qualities as a
politician and statesman. He came to prominence as the Liberal champion of Free Trade against
Joseph Chamberlain's Protectionism. When the 1906 election was fought and won mainly on that
issue, 'he was clearly the foremost man in his party' (741a) and duly became Prime Minister in
April 1908. The review considers that Asquith has many of the best qualities of a British
statesman: 'great intelligence, a cool and sober judgment, patience, and a sincere, if unrhetorical,
sense of public duty' (741a).

C53 'Six Oxford Thinkers'
Spectator 102 (12 June 1909): 940. Review.
Algernon Cecil. Six Oxford Thinkers.

The review considers that this is 'a remarkable book', written from a conservative standpoint and
full of 'subtle criticism and fine seriousness' (940a). The chapter on Cardinal Newman is 'one of
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the best things published for long on the greatest of modern Oxford men' (940a), although the
review prefers the short chapter on R W Church, Dean of St Pauls and a close friend of Newman.
There are studies of two historians: the first, on Edward Gibbon, is 'to our mind the least valuable'
(940a), but that on James Froude is 'full of acute remarks' (940b). Walter Pater is rather 'an alien
subject’ for the book's author, to whom 'the non-moral point of view is always a little repugnant’,
but he does 'ample justice to the unique quality' of Pater's work (940b). Finally, the study of the
statesman and biographer, Lord Morley, is 'remarkable for its analysis of recent Liberal ideals and
their place in the history of thought' (940b).

C54 'Lord Broughton's Recollections'
Spectator 103 (24 July 1909): 131-33. Review.
Lord Broughton. Recollections of a Long Life. Ed. Lady Dorchester. (2 vols.).

The review explains that John Cam Hobhouse, the first Baron Broughton (1786-1869), had his
original Recollections privately printed fifty years ago in five volumes. His daughter, Lady
Dorchester, has used this work as a basis for the present publication, which covers his early life
down to 1822. Itis supplemented by extracts from his private diaries and published work. During
his youth Hobhouse travelled widely and met many people. He hero-worshipped Napoleon,
whom he met once, and was in Paris when Waterloo was fought. The book contains
reminiscences about Wellington, Castlereagh, Canning and Fox, as well as many stories about
Napoleon and Waterloo. But Hobhouse also had a close friendship with Byron, and the review
makes much of this. He was best man at Byron's marriage, edited his poems, acted as his agent,
and settled many of his difficulties both financial and domestic. Overall, the review finds that this
book is 'one of the most delightful books of reminiscences which we have read for long' (132a).

C55 'Byron: The Last Phase'
Spectator 103 (23 October 1909): 645-46. Review.
Richard Edgcumbe. Byron: the Last Phase.

This book, written by 'a genuine expert who knows the period intimately', is 'one of great interest
for all students of Byron' (645a). It falls into two parts. The first describes the last phase of
Byron's life in Pisa where he was undergoing a spiritual crisis, seeking to cast off the frivolity of his
youth and fling himself into some strenuous cause. 'Like all true poets, and especially like his idol,
Sir Walter Scott, he longed for an active career' (645a). Then came the call from Greece, where
he eventually met his death. The review sees this last phase as the heroic part of Byron's career,
when he was morally ascending. It then discusses the second part of the book, which advances
new reasons for Byron's separation from his wife. The previously accepted view was that, prior to
his marriage, Byron 'had an intrigue' (645b) with his half-sister, Augusta Leigh, who bore him a
child, Medora. News of this scandal, circulated by Lady Caroline Lamb and others after his
marriage, led to Byron's separation from his wife. This new book alleges that Medora was in fact
the daughter of Byron's cousin, Mary Chaworth, and that Byron had persuaded Augusta Leigh to
adopt Medora to cover up this fact. The review summarises the evidence for this new allegation
and finds it not proven.

C56 'The Happy Warrior'
Spectator 103 (6 November 1909): 745. Review.
Beckles Willson. The Life and Letters of James Wolfe.

The review finds this 'a new and bold form of military biography' (745a) in which the author for
the most part lets the letters tell the story. 'He is in love with his subject, which, after all, is the
first requisite for a good biography' (745a). Wolfe, who died at thirty-two, comes well out of the
ordeal, and the letters reveal many traits which give a rounded picture of the man. The review
discusses some of these as it outlines Wolfe's military career, which culminated in victory over the
French at Quebec in 1759, when his decision to scale the steep cliffs of the Heights of Abraham at
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night to surprise the enemy was the key to victory. The review disagrees with the impression
given by the book that this was a pre-planned manoeuvre. Rather, it sees this ‘great final coup'
(745b) as a flash of heroic inspiration when Wolfe had all but given up hope. His death in the
moment of victory 'only made the tale of his exploit the more immortal' (745b).

C57 'Lady St Helier's Reminiscences'
Spectator 103 (13 November 1909): 791-92.
Lady St Helier (Mary Jeune). Memories of Fifty Years.

Lady St Helier was brought up in the Scottish Highlands, went to England as a young girl, and
became one of the most fashionable society hostesses of the 1890s. The review welcomes the
book as a fine example of the 'agreeable art of reminiscence' (791b), which has produced too
many examples recently in which scandal has been the only interest. Lady St Helier is too much a
gentlewoman for that, and her life has been 'of most exceptional interest' (791b). It links two
different periods, the 1860s and the 1890s, and contains many tales of celebrities from each,
including Palmerston, Carlyle, Browning, Gladstone, General Gordon, and Theodore Roosevelt.
The review reflects on the differences in society between the two periods, believing that Lady St
Helier rather exaggerates the change. 'There were always "new men" in society; the change is
rather one of quantity than quality; but what is only too true is that money had not the sinister
power to purchase admittance which it now possesses' (791b). The growth of large new fortunes
was an important cause of this, along with the increasing democratisation of English politics and a
more widely diffused culture. The review concludes: 'On the whole, the new order of things is for
the good. We are more tolerant than, and probably quite as witty as, our grandfathers, and we
have far less chance of being bored' (792a).

C58 'Sheridan'
Spectator 104 (15 January 1910): 95-96. Review.
Walter Sichel. Sheridan. (2 vols.).

The review considers that this biography of nearly 1,200 pages is on the whole 'a splendid
performance, a history on the grand scale' (95b) of Sheridan's life and times (1751-1816), but it
has significant faults. There is too much unimportant and irrelevant detail which could have been
omitted, and in parts the author writes 'obscurely and turgidly. He is always in danger of
indulging in inopportune rhetoric and extravagant tropes, as if he were parodying the worst
passages in Disraeli' (95b). The review concentrates on Sheridan's contradictory character, which
contained many opposing qualities beneath a sentimental surface. It defends him against
exaggerated charges of drinking, gambling and philandering. It comments on his political career,
which was spent almost wholly in Opposition, but has little to say about his writing, noting only
that his literary reputation rests on his comedies and on 'a dozen phrases and epigrams which
have become part of the English tongue' (96a).

C59 'Lady Hester Stanhope'
Spectator 104 (29 January 1910): 183-84. Review.
Mrs Charles Roundell. Lady Hester Stanhope.

Lady Hester (1776-1839) first came to social prominence at the age of 27 when she went to keep
house for her uncle, William Pitt the Younger. But Pitt died in 1806 and when she also lost her
lover, Sir John Moore, at Corunna in 1809, she left England never to return. She travelled through
the Middle East dressed in male clothes 'using for the most part the ordinary garb of a Turkish
gentleman' (184a), before eventually settling in Lebanon, where she set up home with a few
English companions and dabbled in local Arab politics. There are many stories about her
adventures and eccentric lifestyle, some of which are repeated in the review, which considers that
this 'vivacious and judicious narrative should revive interest in a romance which had an enormous
effect on the imaginations of our grandfathers' (183b).
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€60 'Memories of Sir Walter Scott'
Spectator 104 (5 February 1910): 222. Review.
James Skene. The Skene Papers: Memories of Sir Walter Scott. Ed. Basil Thomson.

Skene was one of Sir Walter Scott's closest friends, so these papers in the form of recollections,
edited by his great-grandson Basil Thomson, 'have the value of a portrait at close quarters' (222a).
Skene was a country gentleman, a sportsman who loved to travel, and a patron of the arts. He
first met Scott in 1794, and the review outlines their friendship which continued right up until
Scott's death in 1832. The review repeats several stories of Scott from the book, which also
contains 'many notes on the novels, chiefly with regard to their use of real incidents and places'
(222b). Skene was by no means Scott's intellectual equal, but he was a man of considerable
ability, and from these recollections 'we get a simple and yet most vivid picture of one of the
noblest of human spirits' (222a).

C61 'Mrs Norton'
Spectator 104 (12 February 1910): 260-61. Review.
Miss Jane Grey Perkins. The Life of Mrs Norton.

Caroline Norton (1808-77) was a great granddaughter of Sheridan. The review does not find her a
particularly attractive character, but as a novelist and poet renowned for her beauty she was a
conspicuous figure in early and mid-Victorian England, so this biography is valuable for providing
glimpses of many of the great names of the era, such as Lord Melbourne, Tennyson and
Thackeray, and the review repeats several stories from the book. It doubts whether anything Mrs
Norton wrote is now remembered, although her novels were popular in their day, and 'Stuart of
Dunleath and Old Sir Douglas are better than many successful modern romances' (261a). Her
poetry was once highly thought of, and Hartley Coleridge christened her 'The Byron of Modern
Poetesses', but it is mainly 'high-coloured rhetoric' (261a) with little of lasting value.

C62 'Lady Westmorland's Letters'
Spectator 104 (5 March 1910): 380-81. Review.
Lady Rose Weigall (ed.). The Correspondence of Priscilla, Countess of Westmorland.

Lady Westmorland was a niece of the Duke of Wellington who married a British Ambassador and
spent much of her adult life at such important embassies as Berlin and Vienna. This selection
from her correspondence between 1815 and 1870, edited by her daughter, Lady Weigall, is
welcomed by the review as a distinguished addition to 'the growing practice of issuing volumes of
letters and memoirs’ which, as ‘private chronicles of another age’ enable the reader to see ‘the
underside of great events, and the true state of contemporary opinion' (380b). Lady
Westmorland's correspondence contains a good deal about English politics — Wellington,
Melbourne, Peel, Victoria and Prince Albert. But the review finds the foreign letters are also
valuable on Metternich and Talleyrand, the Crimean War, Garibaldi and the fight for a united Italy,
and for 'the light they cast on the first dawning of the policy of a United Germany' (381a).

C63 'Spinoza'
Spectator 104 (12 March 1910): 427-28. Review.
A Wolf (ed.). Spinoza's Short Treatise on God, Man and his Well-Being.

The review understands this to be the first edition in English of Spinoza's Short Treatise, which
was not published during the author's lifetime (1632-77) and subsequently disappeared until its
rediscovery and publication in 1862. The review considers the work to be an excellent
introduction to the philosophy of Spinoza, but it does not attempt to summarise his philosophical
position, instead concentrating on Spinoza's 'contemplative life' (427b). The book's editor, as well
as providing an introduction and commentary on the text, has prefixed a life of Spinoza which is 'a
model of conscientious biography and just appreciation' (427b). The review ends with a brief
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assessment of Spinoza's influences. 'He is perhaps the chief landmark in the history of thought
between Aristotle and Kant, and, like all great thinkers, you may find in him the source of many
divergent systems' (428a).

C64 'Gathorne Hardy'
Spectator 104 (9 April 1910): 584-85. Review.
Alfred E Gathorne-Hardy (ed.). Gathorne Hardy, First Earl of Cranbrook: a Memoir. (2 vols.).

Gathorne Hardy (1814-1906) was a barrister and politician who served under three Prime
Ministers (Derby, Disraeli and Salisbury) and held several Cabinet offices, including Home
Secretary, Secretary for War and Secretary for India, but was passed over for leadership of the
Conservative party when Disraeli retired through ill health. This memoir, written by his son,
contains no revelations because, though he kept a diary and copies of all correspondence on
public matters, Hardy had 'the old-fashioned sense of honour about State affairs' and did not
betray confidences (584a). The review provides a detailed summary of his life and career, and is
full of praise for the memoir and for Hardy himself, because of his sense of public duty. 'Loyalty
was the keynote of his life, — loyalty to his country, his Church, his leader, and to his own self-
respect. Itisa great type, the type which is still the backbone of our national existence' (585a).

C65 'Lord Broughton's Recollections'
Spectator 104 (4 June 1910): 929-30. Review.
Lord Broughton. Recollections of a Long Life. Vols. Ill and IV. Ed Lady Dorchester.

The review considers that these two volumes of Lord Broughton's recollections, edited by his
daughter, Lady Dorchester, are perhaps even more interesting than the first two previously
reviewed (C54). They begin in 1822 when Broughton was still John Cam Hobhouse and a close
friend of Byron. There are glimpses of Byron's final days before his death in 1824, and 'a full
account of the destruction of the Byron Memoirs' (929b), which the review outlines. Later,
Hobhouse became a politician of some note, serving as a member of Cabinet in the ministries of
Grey and Melbourne in the 1830s, so the interest of these recollections becomes mainly political,
covering 'the sensational years of Catholic Emancipation and Reform' (929a). Hobhouse, being a
Radical, gives 'a vivid impression of the pre-Reform riots and the state of unrest in the country'
(929b), and provides an unsurpassed account of the feeling in the House of Commons during the
passage of the controversial Great Reform Bill in 1832. The review gives some details of this and
ends with a few stories and quotations from the recollections.

C66 'Lord Glenesk'
Spectator 105 (9 July 1910): 58-59. Review.
Reginald Lucas. Lord Glenesk and the 'Morning Post'.

Algernon Borthwick, Lord Glenesk, was editor and later owner of the Morning Post in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century. He also became an MP in 1885. The author has previously
shown in the life of Colonel Saunderson (C41) that he is a skilful biographer, and here, though his
comments 'are apt to be a little banal’, he has produced 'a worthy memorial of a distinguished
career and much public usefulness' (58b). The review briefly traces the history of the Morning
Post from its foundation in 1772 until Borthwick became editor, when it was, along with the
Times, the journal of the richer classes. In 1881 Borthwick took the decision to reduce its selling
price to compete with the more popular Standard and Telegraph. Within seven years its revenue
had increased tenfold, and the paper became 'one of the soundest journalistic properties in the
world' (59a).
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C67 'Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road'
Spectator 105 (6 August 1910): 206-07. Review.
H Addington Bruce. Daniel Boone and the Wilderness Road.

The review provides an outline biography of Boone, who was born in 1734. He was a pioneer who
established the first colony in Kentucky by forging a route from Virginia to the West through
hostile Indian country. This later became known as the Wilderness Road and was much travelled
by settlers after the War of Independence. But Boone himself could never really settle in
Kentucky, and he spent his latter years trapping and hunting in the untravelled wilds of the West
until his death in 1820. His story, says the review, is the 'romance of the pathfinder' and this book
tells it 'graphically and simply, as it should be told' (206a). The review concludes that Boone was
the finest type of pioneer and adventurer. 'He sought all his days for the something lost behind
the ranges, and though he left colonies and homes behind him, he still pressed on in the quest.
Your pioneer is the true poet who lives his dreams' (207a).

C68 'Eighteenth-Century Letters'

Spectator 105 (13 August 1910): 246-47. Review.

Duke of Argyll (ed.). Intimate Society Letters of the Eighteenth Century. (2 vols.).
A Francis Steuart (ed.). News Letters of 1715-16.

The Duke of Argyll's collection of letters is derived principally from his family papers. The letters
are written mainly by the nobility, but there are a number by lawyers and others, and the review
says they are typical of most aspects of eighteenth-century life. They cover such topics as the
Union of Scotland and England, and the Jacobite Risings, the first of which is also a major subject
in Francis Steuart's collection of news letters. But they are mainly concerned with society scandal
and social gossip, with plenty of material on the sensational Douglas case (see L6). Most of the
Duke's second volume is taken up by the letters of Dr Moore, father of Sir John Moore, the hero
of Corunna. The review includes several stories and quotations, mainly from the Duke's
collection.

C69 'Walter Headlam'
Spectator 105 (20 August 1910): 279-80. Review.
Cecil Headlam (ed.). Walter Headlam: his Letters and Poems.

The review considers that Walter Headlam, who died two years before, was one of the country's
most distinguished Greek scholars. But the memoir by his brother Cecil Headlam, which prefaces
this collection of letters and poems, makes clear that he was by no means a dry, pedantic scholar.
He loved travel, horses and hunting, and had a great sense of humour and fun. As the review
observes: 'ltis a kind fate which keeps the wisest kind of man an eternal undergraduate at heart'
(279a). The review outlines his life and career, noting that his main life-work, an edition of the
Agamemnon, is soon to be published. The review concludes with a brief review of his poem:s,
illustrated by a full quotation of one of them which 'seems to embody that blithe simplicity which
was Headlam's keynote both in scholarship and life' (279b).

C70 'Robert Browning'

Spectator 105 (10 December 1910): 1027-28. Review.

W Hall Griffin and H C Minchin (ed.). The Life of Robert Browning: with Notices of his Writings, his
Family, and his Friends.

The late Professor Hall Griffin left unfinished his biography of Robert Browning, which has now
been completed and edited for publication by his collaborator, H C Minchin. The present book
remains primarily a biography, '‘admirably written, and full of good sense and good judgment'
(1027b). But it is also 'a history of literary influences and the genesis of the poems' (1027b). It
helps to explain how Browning, an inexperienced middle-class young man of the suburbs, came to
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acquire 'that uncanny understanding of strange, diverse, passionate men and women, that insight
into souls far removed from the common circle of his knowledge' (1028a). The review attempts
its own explanation of this in outlining Browning's literary development: his easy, leisurely
upbringing, his father's 'large odd library' (1028a) to which he had full access, and his love of
painting. It goes on to discuss his liberal political views, his 'singularly beautiful married life'
(1028a), and his views on Christianity. The book contains an appendix which prints several poems
not included in the collected works.

C71 'Sir Woodbine Parish'
Spectator 106 (18 February 1911): 248-49. Review.
Nina L Kay-Shuttleworth. Sir Woodbine Parish KCH and Early Days in Argentina.

The review considers this 'a pleasant and most readable book' (249a), and provides a summary of
Parish's career in the diplomatic service. He joined Castlereagh's staff at the Foreign Office in
1815 and travelled widely in Europe working for 'one of the greatest of British foreign ministers'
(249a). In 1822 Castlereagh was succeeded by Canning, who resolved on recognising the new
Republics of South America after they had gained their independence from Spain and gave Parish
the post of Consul-General at Buenos Aires from 1824 to 1832. There Parish played a large part in
the early days of the new Republic of Argentina, securing free trade for it with all foreign
countries and preventing it from occupying the Falkland Islands, 'a piece of British territory which
Britain seemed to have forgotten' (249b). But after his return to Britain Palmerston succeeded
Canning and Parish was little used by the Foreign Office as he was considered to be one of the
older school of Castlereagh diplomats.

C72 'Ferdinand Lassalle'
Spectator 107 (15 July 1911): 111-12. Short review.
George Brandes. Ferdinand Lassalle.

Lassalle (1825-1864) was a German philosopher, socialist, and political agitator who took part in
the 1848 revolution, was jailed for six months, and was eventually killed in a duel with a love rival.
The review says that his career was 'a genuine romance' from start to finish, but it also 'typifies a
spirit which has been potent in modern Germany. He was a true "Superman" in love with power"
(111b). He was a disciple of Hegel and a friend of Bismarck, and provides a link between the two.
‘Like a true Hegelian, he saw all history as the product of certain ideas' (111b), and this led him to
a dogmatic Socialism which sought to make the workers a power with himself as their leader. At
his death he 'looked to Bismarck as the man born to transform social conditions' (112a). The
review ends by wondering how much Bismarck, 'the maker of the new Germany' (112a),
borrowed from Lassalle.

C73 'Clarendon’
Spectator 107 (11 November 1911): 797-98. Review.
Sir Henry Craik. The Life of Edward, Earl of Clarendon. (2 vols.).

The review declares this biography of Clarendon (1609-74) to be disappointing. Althoughitis a
'learned and careful work' (797a), it is too ready to take Clarendon at his own valuation, and
consequently does not provide an 'objective and dispassionate judgment' (797a) or fit his career
properly into the period in which he lived. The review summarises Clarendon's career in two
stages: before and during the Civil War, when he was the King's wise and faithful servant, and
after the Restoration, when he was 'Lord Chancellor and the chief man in England' (797b) until
enemies arose against him. Then he fell out of favour, and had to spend the last seven years of
his life in exile on the Continent. The review concludes by agreeing with the author that
Clarendon was the first of a long line of Conservative statesmen who had 'a high ideal of
statecraft, a lofty patriotism, and a clear-sighted honesty of purpose' (798a).
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C74 'Lord Broughton's Recollections'
Spectator 107 (18 November 1911): 860-61. Review.
Lord Broughton. Recollections of a Long Life. Vols. V and VI. Ed Lady Dorchester.

The review regrets that these are the last volumes of Lord Broughton's memoirs (see also €54 and
€65), not only because he is an excellent diarist who makes good reading, but because his
comments are so self-revealing of 'a very distinct personality, full of odd loyalties and sentiments,
and magnificently sincere. No man has ever had a nicer sense of public and private honour'
(860a). These volumes cover the period 1834 to 1852 when for most of the time Broughton, a
Whig, was in the Cabinet. Although they deal with events such as the accession of Queen Victoria
and the repeal of the Corn Laws, the review finds they are most valuable for their notes on
famous contemporaries, and it gives examples of comments on Grey, Melbourne, Peel, and the
young Disraeli. But the figure which dominates is the Duke of Wellington, whom Broughton
sincerely admired and respected even though he was a Tory, and the review concludes with
several quotes about Wellington from the memoirs.

C75 'Grahame of Claverhouse'
Spectator 107 (2 December 1911): 932-33. Review.
Michael Barrington. Grahame of Claverhouse, Viscount Dundee.

Claverhouse was the Scottish military leader who led the campaign against the Covenanters in the
1680s. History has seen him as either a bloodthirsty persecutor or a chivalrous loyalist, but this
new biography mounts an 'elegant' and 'reasonable’ defence of his reputation (932a). The review
sees Claverhouse in much the same way as it viewed Sir George Mackenzie, the King's Advocate
who prosecuted the Covenanters (see C47 and C48). 'As Mackenzie played a part in a blind and
fatal policy from a lawyer's conscientiousness, so did Claverhouse from a soldier's loyalty' (932a).
His true test came with the Revolution of 1688, when his best interest would have been to serve
the Prince of Orange. However, he remained loyal to the Stuart cause, raised an army and won a
victory at Killiecrankie in July 1689, but was killed by a stray bullet. The review concludes that he
was the one man who might have restored the Stuart dynasty, but 'with him died the last hope of
Jacobitism' (932b).

C76 'Sir Robert Morier'

Spectator 107 (9 December 1911): 1013-14. Review.

Mrs Rosslyn Wemyss (ed.). Memoirs and Letters of the Right Hon Sir Robert Morier GCB, from
1826 to 1876. (2 vols.).

The review states that 'Sir Robert Morier was by common consent one of the greatest
diplomatists of the Victorian era' (1013a). The memoirs and letters in these two volumes are
linked by connecting passages written 'with exceptional ability and judgment' (1013b) by his
daughter, Mrs Rosslyn Wemyss. The review outlines Morier's diplomatic career, which was
centred on Germany. Although he always strove to promote Anglo-German friendship, he
disliked Bismarck, who he thought was 'one of the most sinister figures that has ever been
painted on the canvas of history' (1013b, quoting the book). The review also gives some of
Morier's comments on Gladstone, along with stories about Metternich and King Victor Emmanuel
of Italy. It says that Morier was 'the most vivacious of letter writers and a master of apt
characterisation' (1014a). The book ends with his appointment to Lisbon in 1876, and the review
hopes that future volumes will be published covering the remainder of his diplomatic career.
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C77 'Sir Humphrey Gilbert'
Spectator 108 (6 January 1912): 21-22. Review.
William Gilbert Gosling. The Life of Sir Humphrey Gilbert.

According to the review, Gilbert (1537-1583) was a half-brother of Sir Walter Raleigh and, like
him, a sailor and adventurer who was 'tragically fated' (21b). The review gives an outline of his
life, which culminated in 1583 when he voyaged across the Atlantic, landed in Newfoundland and
formally took possession of it in the Queen's name. But on the return voyage his ship went down
with all on board in foul weather. The review finds this biography to be 'a most painstaking and
competent life' (21b). The author's claim that Gilbert was 'England's first Empire-builder' is 'not
undeserved' (21b), but he is over-critical of Raleigh, and 'it shows a faulty perspective, surely, to
write of Gilbert as of the two "the master mind"' (22a).

C78 'Pitt and the Great War'
Spectator 108 (3 February 1912): 192-93. Review.
J Holland Rose. William Pitt and the Great War.

The review says that the present book, together with Dr Rose's earlier William Pitt and the
National Revival, make a biography worthy of 'one of the greatest of English statesmen' (192b). It
takes his career from 1791 up to his death in 1806 and mainly covers Pitt's role in the French
Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars (the 'Great War' of the book's title). The review makes clear
that Pitt made several blunders in his war policy. In the early stages he sought to secure British
interests, such as the protection of trade and the capture of French colonies, rather than
prosecute the war. 'The consequence was divided aims and many irrelevant expeditions' (193a).
He also underestimated the power of the new France, and thought its resources would soon be
exhausted. But his financial and commercial policy enabled England to withstand the long strain
of the war, and 'his single-hearted courage and sense of duty....created by its example the spirit
that must conquer' (193b).

C79 'Montrose'
Spectator 108 (8 June 1912): 909-10. Review.
Mrs Hugh Pryce. The Great Marquis of Montrose.

The review considers the writers who have in recent years restored the reputation of Montrose
(1612-50), the Scottish General who at first supported the Covenanters, then went over to the
King's side and fought for him in the Civil War, but was eventually defeated and hanged. The
present book 'deserves to rank as the best popular life of Montrose. But the great biography
remains to be written' (909b). This would provide a balanced picture of the far-seeing statesman
as well as the military genius. The review emphasises that Montrose was 'by far the most modern
man of his age, not only in views, but in temperament’, and 'the first great democrat that
Scotland produced' (910a). In an age of extremes, he stood for 'toleration, common sense, and
pure government' (910a). As for his military career, the review outlines his campaigns and finds
that he is 'probably the greatest soldier that Scotland has produced' (910b), and the only
Scotsman who comes near the supreme military talent of Marlborough and Wellington.

€80 'Ormonde'
Spectator 108 (15 June 1912): 951-52. Review.
Lady Burghclere. The Life of James, First Duke of Ormonde, 1610-1688.

Ormonde was a soldier and administrator, one of the greatest and most loyal servants of both
King Charles’, who took on 'the burden of immense and thankless duties', spent his great fortune
for his masters, 'and at the end found himself slighted in favour of some feather-brained Court
upstart' (951a). But he remained steadfast throughout. 'In an age of corruption and self-seeking
he gave the world an example of perfect honesty of purpose' (952a). The review outlines his
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career, concentrating on his three periods as Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. It praises Lady
Burghclere for rescuing the story of this 'model public servant' (951a), and for providing a full and
detailed background of the various financial, military, and religious intrigues in which he carried
out his life's work.

C81 'Lady Shelley's Diary'
Spectator 109 (13 July 1912): 58-59. Review.
Richard Edgcumbe (ed.). The Diary of Frances, Lady Shelley, 1787-1817.

Lady Shelley was the daughter and heiress of an ancient Lancashire family, whose marriage to Sir
John Shelley took her to the great houses of England. Her diary includes reminiscences of Nelson,
and glimpses of Talleyrand and Sir Walter Scott. But it is dominated by Wellington, and presents a
side of him which is not widely known: 'kindly, simple, and humorous, a great gentleman who
bore his honours lightly' (58b). Lady Shelley became his chief woman friend, accompanying him
on many occasions, and exploring with him Napoleon's deserted palaces. The review has a
lengthy quotation from Wellington on Waterloo. It also devotes considerable space to an
extended Continental journey which the Shelleys made to Vienna in 1816, where Lady Shelley
struck up a friendship with Metternich. The review finds that the diary is 'a storehouse of good
sayings and piquant stories' (59a) and hopes that the editor, Lady Shelley's grandson, will soon
publish a further instalment.

C82 'Mrs Ross's Reminiscences'
Spectator 109 (21 September 1912): 411-12. Review.
Janet Ross. The Fourth Generation: Reminiscences.

The review finds this 'a very delightful book' (411b), which completes the family record which Mrs
Ross began in her earlier Three Generations of English Women. She was born in 1842, the
daughter of Lady Lucie Duff-Gordon, an author and brilliant literary hostess. She was therefore
brought up in a distinguished and intellectual society, and formed a special friendship with
George Meredith, who portrayed her as Rose Jocelyn in his novel Evan Harrington. The letters
from Meredith are 'undoubtedly the most interesting in the book' (412a) and the review quotes
from three of them, as well as from Mrs Ross's note on the historian Macaulay. She married a
banker based in Egypt, set up house in Alexandria, and acted for a while as Times correspondent.
The book contains 'a very vivacious account' (412a) of Egyptian life during the 1860s and of her
desert travels. Later she settled with her husband in Italy, but continued to travel widely.

€83 'John Pym'
Spectator 109 (28 September 1912): 454-56. Review.
C E Wade. John Pym.

Pym (1584-1643) was a prominent leader in Parliament of the political opposition to Charles I in
the various crises which led to the outbreak of the Civil War. The review outlines his career,
concentrating on this period, which it sees as a struggle between 'rival half-truths and fanaticisms'
in which the tolerance of the leaders on all sides was 'about the same as that of an Afghan mullah'
(455a). It argues that Pym's true motivation was 'a narrow but intense theological interest', which
manifested itself in 'a relentless pursuit of Papists' (455b). As a politician he was an opportunist,
so that 'his doctrine of the supremacy of the Commons was no serious political creed, but a move
in a revolutionary game' (455b). The review finds that the author of this book has an antipathy to
Pym, but is scrupulously careful in his judgments. The book is 'admirably written', so that 'this life
of a very arid character is one of the most entertaining of recent biographies' (455a).
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C84 'A Study of Byron'
Spectator 109 (23 November 1912): 858-59. Review.
Ethel Colburn Mayne. Byron. (2 vols.).

The review argues that Byron's life, 'even more than his verse, was the inspiration of "Byronism"
and an influence on the imagination and thought of the world' (858a). But it has not been given
the same judicious attention as his literary work, being more the subject of 'prurient gossip' and
'fantastic speculation' (858a). The present biography goes a long way towards correcting this
imbalance with a 'sincere, well-balanced, accurate, and often acute' account of Byron's life. It is
'the best of modern works on the subject' (858b). The review discusses the formative influences
on Byron's character, his friendships with men, and his relations with women. It concludes that
he really had no admiration for the literary life which ‘he drifted into’ (859a). It ‘exaggerated
every frailty and stifled many of his best qualities. He was born for the life of action' (859a), which
might have released the possibilities within him that never had a chance. The Greek adventure
was the nearest approach to their realisation, but he died before they could be fulfilled.

C85 'The Girlhood of Queen Victoria'

Spectator 109 (30 November 1912): 904-05. Review.

Viscount Esher (ed.). The Girlhood of Queen Victoria: a Selection from Her Majesty's Diaries,
1832-1840. (2 vols.).

These diaries begin when Victoria was a girl of thirteen and end at age twenty with her
engagement to Prince Albert. In between is her accession to the throne in 1837. The early
chapters are filled with the innocence of childhood, while the remainder are taken up with her
first three years as Monarch, and her education in that role by the Prime Minister, Lord
Melbourne, a task which he accomplished 'to perfection' (904b). Their conversations together
form a large part of the diaries and the review includes several quotations from them. Then
comes the appearance of Prince Albert, and Victoria tells the story of their courtship 'very
pleasantly' at the end of the journal (904b). The review finds that these volumes present an
aspect of Queen Victoria 'which is now too little remembered', and they are therefore 'full of
interest both on historical and on human grounds' (905a).

€86 'William Windham'
Spectator 110 (15 March 1913): 448-49. Review.
No editor's name given. The Windham Papers. (2 vols.).

William Windham (1750-1810) entered Parliament in 1784 and was in charge of the War Office
for many years from 1794, first under Pitt and later as part of the 'Ministry of all the Talents'. No
full biography of him has yet been written. These volumes are a 'judicious selection' (448b) from
his voluminous correspondence, with an introduction by Lord Rosebery. The review considers
that the letters from Edmund Burke, Windham's closest friend, are among the best in the
selection — 'very frank and friendly, and full of violent criticism of men and policies' (449b). There
are also many excellent letters from George Ill and William Cobbett, 'whose muscular English is
refreshing among more formal styles' (449b). The review includes quotations from several of the
letters and from Windham's record of what Samuel Johnson said to him on his death-bed.

C87 'Maitland of Lethington'
Spectator 110 (5 April 1913): 578-79. Review.
E Russell. Maitland of Lethington, the Minister of Mary Stuart: a Study of his Life and Times.

The review finds this book to be 'a model of how historical monographs should be written' (578a),
using the best authorities, the State Papers of the day. The author 'eschews fine writing and
pretentious psychology, but he has succeeded in presenting a vivid and convincing picture of an
elusive character' (578a). The review provides a detailed outline of Maitland's career set against

85



the historical background of the period. It views him as 'a modern man' who was aware of the
danger represented by the Scottish nationalism and religious intolerance of the time, and saw the
ultimate necessity of Scottish Union with England. This led him to oppose the religious
intransigence of John Knox and to support the claim of Mary Stuart to the English throne as a way
in which the Union he desired could be accomplished. Although his political intrigues failed, it
was his views of religious tolerance and English union 'which ultimately won and which made
modern Scotland' (578b).

C88 'A Regimental Officer under Wellington'

Spectator 110 (28 June 1913): 1084-85. Review.

Lieutenant-Colonel A F Mockler-Ferryman. The Life of a Regimental Officer during the Great War,
1793-1815.

This book is based on the career of Sam Rice, a typical regimental officer of the Napoleonic Wars.
But the author has also written round him a vivid and careful history, especially of the Peninsular
campaign, which provides an important insight into the real life of Wellington's army. The review
gives an indication of what life was like for regimental officers of the time. It then outlines Sam
Rice's early career in Corsica, Gibraltar, Lisbon, India and Ceylon. He took part in Sir John Moore's
retreat to Corunna at the end of 1808, joined Wellington's Peninsula campaign in 1810, and was
at the Battle of Waterloo and the subsequent triumphant march to Paris in 1815. The review
observes: 'Wellington was a hard master, and had none of the sympathy with the private soldier
which characterised Moore....His troops followed him because they believed in him, not because
they liked him' (1085a).

C89 'The Scottish Church in the Eighteenth Century'
Spectator 110 (28 June 1913): 1119-20. Short review.
Rev. John Warwick. The Moderators of the Church of Scotland from 1690 to 1740.

The review notes that, while the history of the eighteenth century Scottish Church remains to be
written, this carefully researched and scholarly book lays some valuable groundwork in its
biographies of the Moderators. Most were hard-working town or country ministers who
eventually reached the chief office in the Church. The exception, and a figure of much historical
importance, was William Carstares. He was 'an accomplished plotter' who was arrested and
imprisoned by Charles Il's government and, from their point of view, 'richly deserved hanging'
(1120a). But after the Revolution of 1688 he became the most trusted adviser of William of
Orange on Scottish affairs. The review says that 'the ecclesiastical settlement, on which the
modern Church of Scotland was based, was largely his doing. He also played a great part in
bringing about the union with England' (1120a).

C90 'Alfred Lyttleton'
Spectator 111 (12 July 1913): 48-49.

This is an obituary article following Lyttleton's sudden death after complications arising from an
injury while playing cricket. It outlines his life, beginning with Eton and Cambridge where he was
the complete sportsman, going on to play cricket for England against Australia, association
football against Scotland, and becoming amateur tennis champion, as well as being 'a first-class
shot, both with gun and rifle' (48b). He had a career at the Bar before entering Parliament in
1895 and eventually succeeded Joseph Chamberlain as Colonial Secretary in 1903. His 'famous
despatch' of April 1905, suggesting the development of the Colonial Conference into an Imperial
Council, 'has provided in effect the basis for recent developments of our common Imperial
machinery' (49a). The article stresses the versatility of his career as both sportsman and
statesman in an age of specialisation, so that he became 'the type of what, by the grace of God,
the English gentleman at his best may attain to' (48b).
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C91 'The Ideal Private Secretary'

Spectator 111 (12 July 1913): 60-61. Review.

Ernest Taylor (ed.). The Taylor Papers: being a Record of Certain Reminiscences in the Life of
Lieutenant-General Sir Herbert Taylor GCB.

The review outlines Taylor's career in military service and the Foreign Office until 1805, when he
became private secretary to George lll. After the King's death in 1820 he held various military
secretaryships and other offices before becoming private secretary to William IV throughout his
reign (1830-37). He was 'the ideal private secretary' because of his complete discretion. The
present volume is compiled from his memoirs and a large number of letters. The review finds
that many of the letters are 'dull and scarce worthy to be reprinted' (60a), but among them are
documents of considerable interest. 'The whole correspondence dealing with the passing of the
First Reform Bill is a real contribution to history' (60b). It gives 'a full account of every step in the
negotiations between the King, the Ministers, and the Opposition peers' leading to the passage of
the Bill in 1832 (60b). Taylor handled the negotiations with the greatest of tact, so that 'it was
largely due [to him] that the Reform agitation passed without leaving any disastrous marks on the
Constitution' (61a).

€92 'Philip, Duke of Wharton'
Spectator 111 (23 August 1913): 280-81. Review.
Lewis Melville. The Life and Times of Philip, Duke of Wharton.

Wharton (1698-1731) came from a famous Cumberland family of Whigs. The review outlines his
career, which began badly with 'a runaway marriage' (280b) at the age of sixteen. He then took
up his seat in the Irish House of Lords before going to London 'to indulge his passion for
escapades' (280b) and he became President of the Hell-Fire Club. According to one account 'he
furnished Richardson with the original for the character of Lovelace in Clarissa' (280b). He also
dabbled in journalism and founded a paper, the True Briton. By this time his fortune was
dwindling, and 'he was forced to that last refuge of the distressed, a sojourn on the Continent’
(281a), where he became involved with the Jacobites, joining them on the Spanish side against
Britain at the siege of Gibraltar in 1727. This was an act of treason for which he was outlawed and
his estates confiscated. 'In an age of heavy drinkers he excelled the heaviest' (281a), and he died
in Spainin 1731.

€93 'Cecil Rhodes and his Secretaries'
Times Literary Supplement 12 (25 September 1913): 399. Review.
G le Sueur. Cecil Rhodes: The Man and his Work.

The review comments that memoirs of great men by their private secretaries do not normally
provide a better understanding of their subject — they are either too reticent or too trivial. But
this book was worth writing 'if only as a proof how genuine was the strange daimonic spell which
Rhodes cast over his fellows' (399a). It is also of 'some historical value' in its account of how early
Rhodesia took shape (399a). The review considers Rhodes' character. He cared little for the
comforts of civilisation. Wealth to him was only a way of gaining power, it was not an end in
itself. He differed widely from most South Africans in his attitude to the natives. ‘He liked them
and respected their feelings, and hated to hear any one use the word "nigger" in his presence’
(399b). He made many friends, but he also made many mistakes, so that some of his closest
associates later became bitter opponents and joined the ranks of his detractors.
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C94 'Jacobite Prisoners in the Tower'

Spectator 111 (4 October 1913): 488-89. Review.

John Charles Fox (ed.). The Official Diary of Lieutenant-General Adam Williamson, Deputy-
Lieutenant of the Tower of London, 1722-1747.

The review says that, on the evidence of his diary, Williamson seems to have been a man of
considerable ability and education, but a 'somewhat irascible being, whose temper was sorely
tried by his job' (488a). He was a staunch Hanoverian and Protestant, who strongly disliked all
Jacobites and Papists. The review finds the book's greatest interest to be in the records of the
different Jacobite prisoners, and it gives details of some of the episodes involving them, such as
George Kelly, a Jacobite agent, who escaped from the Tower in disguise, and Charles Radclyffe,
the Earl of Derwentwater, who was executed after giving away his true identity while drinking
wine. The review also describes from the diary the last actions of the Jacobite Lords Balmerino
and Lovat before they were executed. It concludes by praising the biographical appendices
provided by the book's editor, which 'could scarcely be bettered' (489a).

C95 'Up and Down South Africa’
Times Literary Supplement 12 (16 October 1913): 439. Review.
William Charles Scully. Further Reminiscences of a South African Pioneer.

This book tells of the author's time as a busy official in the Cape Colony, beginning in 1876 as a
magistrate's clerk and ending in 1899 as an important magistrate in native territory. The review
gives a chronological outline of his various postings (this detail is missing from the subsequent
short review in the Spectator — see €C96). He is 'an excellent writer, as readers of his novels know
well, and he has that saving grace of humour without which a man's memaoirs are apt to be dull
and egotistical' (439a-b). In the early years after 1876 he provides an interesting picture of the
old South Africa, 'before Kimberley and Johannesburg, Kruger and Rhodes, had upturned the
foundations' (439b). Later 'Bushmansland caught his fancy, but the pictures of it suffer from too
much tall writing' (439b). The author is at his best when describing native customs and legends.

C96 'Mr Scully's Further Reminiscences'
Spectator 111 (1 November 1913): 690-91. Short review.
William Charles Scully. Further Reminiscences of a South African Pioneer.

This is Scully's second volume of memaoirs, which were also reviewed in the Times Literary
Supplement (see C95). This review stresses the evocative nature of the book, which tells ‘the
story of a vanished South Africa — the slow country life among the vast sun-steeped hills, where
few were rich and agriculture dominated everything, and Dutch and British felt no excessive race-
consciousness. Nowadays this is all gone' (691a). The author's style matches this mood. 'He can
interpret the soul of waste places with an imaginative insight which no one....has surpassed. His
style follows the old sound traditions' and he loves old ways, being exempt from 'any undue
admiration for what is called "progress"' (690b). The review says that the book is filled with vivid
impressions and excellent stories, with a good deal of natural history and sport.

C97 'A Scottish Printer of the Eighteenth Century'
Spectator 111 (1 November 1913): 683-84. Review.
David Murray. Robert and Andrew Foulis and the Glasgow Press.

The review observes: 'The history of a printer's work is one of the most interesting of biographical
subjects, for it always holds an exact mirror to the culture of the time. The contemporary
standards of taste and culture, the progress of social comfort, the economic conditions....all have
their place in the chronicle' (684a). This biography of the Foulis brothers is of particular interest
because their printing firm flourished during the mid-eighteenth century, a period when Glasgow
was 'passing from the status of a little town attached to a University to that of the commercial
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centre of Scotland' (684a). The review outlines in particular the career of Robert Foulis, who set
himself the task of improving the Scottish press, which was of poor quality, and succeeded
brilliantly, producing 'a series of books which is still the glory of Scottish printing' (684a). At the
same time he anticipated modern Scottish printers in his series of cheap reprints and pocket
editions of popular authors.

C98 'Splendid Failures'
Spectator 111 (22 November 1913): 871-72. Review.
Harry Graham. Splendid Failures.

The review finds that this book presents 'a gallery of rather melancholy prose portraits' (871a)
because not all the failures are 'splendid'. It divides them into three categories. First, 'men whose
work was spoiled, not by any inherent weakness, but by the iron barrier of Destiny' (871a). Wolfe
Tone, leader of the Irish rebellion which failed disastrously in 1798, is an example of this category.
Secondly, 'men of genius' who had, like some tragic hero, 'a fatal defect of character' (871a). An
example is Hartley Coleridge, brilliant son of the Romantic poet, whose work was ruined by
intemperance. Finally, those who were 'mediocrities forced by accident into a false position'
(871a), such as George Smythe, a 'whimsical politician' and 'the prototype of Coningsby', who
lived 'chiefly in the reflected light from Disraeli' (872a). The review provides various additional
examples from each category.

C99 'An Afrikander Patriot'
Times Literary Supplement 12 (18 December 1913): 614. Short review.
Reginald Cleaver. A Young South African.

Cleaver was born in the Orange Free State of English parents. Educated in South Africa, he
became a lawyer, and for two years was a State Prosecutor fighting for clean government against
private greed and official corruption. When the Boer War came he was a burgher of the Republic
and therefore felt it was his duty to fight with the Boers on the opposite side from his family and
most of his friends. The review outlines his activities in the early part of the war until he was
captured during the Boers' stand outside Pretoria. He was sent to Ceylon as a prisoner of war,
where he died of fever in November 1900. This book is a selection of his letters edited by his
mother, and the review finds that they provide vivid pictures of life in and behind the Boer lines
during the war, revealing the writer's sense of honour and idealism, and 'a singularly rich, sincere,
and gallant nature' (614c).

C100 'The Scottish Lord Advocates'
Spectator 112 (23 May 1914): 874-75. Review.
G W T Omond. The Lord Advocates of Scotland: Second Series 1834-1880.

The review observes that the Lord Advocate 'till the other day was the real ruler of Scotland, and
even now he has far greater powers than belong in England to the chief law officer of the Crown'
(874a). As aresult: 'The history of the post is in effect the history of modern Scotland' (874a).
Therefore, the review considers that this book quite rightly concentrates on the political intrigues
of the various Lord Advocates rather than their contributions to legal history. It outlines the
careers of the principal men dealt with in the book: John Archibald Murray, Andrew Rutherford,
Duncan McNeill, James Moncrieff, Lord Watson, Lord Gordon, Lord McLaren, and George Young.

C101 'Abraham Lincoln'
Spectator 113 (18 July 1914): 94-95. Review.
Francis Fisher Browne. The Everyday Life of Abraham Lincoln.

This book, first published in 1886, was compiled by the late author from conversations with
Lincoln's friends and from books, newspapers and magazines. The review comments that it is not
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a serious biographical study — that has yet to be written — but its testimonies and reminiscences
by those who knew Lincoln are raw material for the biographer that can never be replaced. The
review provides its own eulogistic assessment of Lincoln as a President and as a man. He was
'probably the greatest product of the Anglo-Saxon race in the last century' (94b). He felt himself
'haunted by a sense of fate' (95a) and accepted 'the guidance of Providence' (94b) in his path
from backwoods-boy to President. His greatness in that office lay in 'his clear perception of one
essential truth — that in the interests of posterity the Union must be maintained' (95a). Yet
throughout he remained a homely, simple and modest soul, whose sense of humour allowed him
to keep 'the common touch' (95b). The review contains several stories and quotations from the
book.

€102 'Mr Morritt of Rokeby'
Spectator 113 (25 July 1914): 133-34. Review.
G E Marindin (ed.). The Letters of John B S Morritt of Rokeby.

Morritt (1771-1843) was a Tory MP and landowner, a scholar and antiquary, who became a close
friend of Sir Walter Scott. The letters in this volume relate mainly to an earlier period when he
went on a Grand Tour of Europe as a young man. At that time (1794-96) England was at war with
France and most of the Continent was in a disturbed state, but this did not prevent him travelling
via Bucharest to Constantinople, Athens, Crete and Naples, returning home through Venice and
Vienna. The review finds that the letters present a most attractive picture of ‘the best type of
young Englishman of the late eighteenth century. He is full of the love of adventure and of sound
scholarship' (134a). It mentions his attitudes to travel, nature, literature, and politics, and
provides quotations from the letters at various points in his travels.

C103 'Dr Brandes on Nietzsche'
Spectator 113 (1 August 1914): 171-72. Review.
George Brandes. Friedrich Nietzsche.

Dr Brandes, a Danish literary critic, was 'one of Nietzsche's earliest foreign admirers', who was 'in
sympathy with much of his teaching and makes an excellent interpreter' of it in this book (171b).
He 'expounds the provenance of Nietzsche's work, the conditions in Germany and in Europe which
brought it to birth, and the affinities he shows with other writers' (171b). The review sees
Nietzsche as an iconoclast who aimed to construct as well as destroy, but 'his revaluation was too
wild and incoherent, too much a personal mood' (171b). It briefly discusses his doctrines of the
Superman and slave morality, and considers his attitudes to several thinkers, writers and
literatures. It also quotes from letters published in the book which Nietzsche wrote to Dr Brandes
during the last two years of his working life, when 'the shades of madness were closing round

him' (172a).

C104 'A New View of Kant'
Spectator 113 (22 August 1914): 269-70. Review.
Houston Stewart Chamberlain. Immanuel Kant (2 vols.).

The review begins by referring to Chamberlain's previous work, The Foundations of the
Nineteenth Century (D53), in which he ‘systematized a vast quantity of historical material and
made a very pretty story. The present work has a similar effect. Mr Chamberlain takes Kant as a
peg on which to hang all his speculations about science and philosophy, his views of art and life,
and his reflections upon human nature’ (269b). His approach is to compare Kant with other great
thinkers of the world in terms of their methods of procedure, highlighting resemblances and
differences, so that the effect is not so much to explain Kant's philosophy as to understand his
modes of thought. ‘It is the dialectical method applied to philosophical biography’ (270a). The
review discusses the book's comparison of Kant with Goethe, Leonardo, Descartes, Bruno, and
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Plato. It concludes that Chamberlain has built up a coherent figure, although it doubts whether it
is 'in all respects the historical Immanuel Kant' (270b).

C105 ‘The Late Sir James Grierson’
The War 2 (29 August 1914): 11.

This is an obituary of the General commanding the Second Army Corps of the British
Expeditionary Force in the early stages of the First World War, who has died unexpectedly during
a train journey in France. It outlines his career as a soldier in Egypt, South Africa, and China during
the Boxer Rising of 1900, and later as military attaché in Berlin. He was an ‘immensely learned
professional soldier’ and ‘the perfect Staff Officer’ (11a). The article recalls his personal qualities
as ‘a loyal and devoted Scotsman’ of great kindliness and humour, ‘the best teller of good tales
that | have ever known’ (11b).

C106 'Sir Thomas Fraser's Recollections'

Spectator 113 (17 October 1914): 529-30. Review.

Major-General Sir Thomas Fraser. Recollections and Reflections: a Memoir of a Scottish Soldier
Family in Ireland from the Seventeenth Century.

The first two chapters of this book and 'most of the voluminous appendices' detail the author's
Scottish and Irish ancestors, ‘valuable notes for the genealogist, but scarcely for the general
reader’ (529b). He then gives 'a very pleasant account of his childhood' in Ireland, Argyll, and the
Continent, followed by the story of his life as an Army cadet officer, which 'is of great interest as
an account of the training of a Royal Engineer in the mid-Victorian epoch' (529b). But the bulk of
the book is taken up by the author's experiences in Paris during the Commune in 1871 and with
the Turkish Army in the Russo-Turkish war of 1877, to which he was sent on secret service by the
War Office. 'The Commune chapters are extraordinarily vivid' (529b), and the review provides
quotations and stories from this section and that on the Turkish fighting. The author ends with a
warning from his experiences, that 'diplomacy can effect nothing unless the reality of military and
naval strength is behind it' (530a).

C107 'Ulysses Grant'
Times Literary Supplement 14 (21 January 1915): 21-22. Review.
Charles King. The True Ulysses S Grant.

The review is suspicious of biographies with the epithet 'true' in their title, because they are
usually either 'collections of unsavoury gossip' or 'the perverted expositions of faddists' (21c). It
finds that neither is the case with this book, which is 'a careful and enthusiastic biography of one
soldier by another, a study of character rather than of military achievement' (21c). The review
gives an outline of Grant's life, concentrating on his achievements in the Civil War, and assessing
his greatest victory to be that of Vicksberg in 1863, 'which made certain the ultimate triumph of
the North' (21c). It disagrees with the author's statement that Grant was the greatest of
American soldiers; he was not in the same class as Robert E Lee or George Washington. His
greatest asset was his character, in which a 'core of granite' carried him through, withstanding
abuse and criticism from his many detractors with ‘infinite patience’ (22a).

C108 'Charles Lister'
Times Literary Supplement 16 (4 January 1917): 7. Review.
Charles Lister. Letters and Recollections; with a Memoir by his Father, Lord Ribblesdale.

Lister was an outstanding diplomat, born in 1887, educated at Eton and Balliol, who served in
diplomatic posts at Rome and Constantinople, but was killed in Gallipoli in August 1915. This
review is full of praise for him and his generation of brilliant young men being killed on the
battlefields of the First World War. It outlines his career and emphasises his special qualities at
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school and college, in politics and diplomacy, and in the army and war. His was 'a very rare and
definite personality, and this small collection of his letters and Lord Ribblesdale's illuminating
memoir help us to realise his special distinction' (7c).

C109 'General Cecil Rawling.
Times 7 November 1917: 9c. Signed 'JB'.

This article is an appreciation of Rawling, a friend of Buchan, who was killed in France in October
1917. It was omitted by Blanchard, who picked up its subsequent reprinting as a signed article
under the title 'Cecil Rawling' in the Alpine Journal 32 (February 1918): 109-11, and recorded it as
item D78 (page 187) in his bibliography.

The article reviews Rawling's life. He was sent to India early in his army career, took part in the
North-West Frontier campaign of 1897-98, carried out survey work on the Tibetan border, and
went on the 1904 expedition to Tibet (see H56). He was then in charge of a small party which
explored the northern slopes of the Himalayas and traced the source of the Bramaputra river,
before going as Chief Survey Officer on an expedition to British New Guinea, which he described
in his book The Land of the New Guinea Pygmies (reviewed M58). Buchan recalls helping him plan
an expedition to Mount Everest, but the First World War intervened, and he went instead to
France in 1915, showing fearless bravery throughout until his death. 'His patient courage, his
resourcefulness, his constant humour and cheerfulness, his simplicity, were, in the form he
possessed them, essentially English' (9c).

C110 'David Henderson'
Quarterly Review 237 (January 1922): 126-33. Signed.

This article is an appreciation of Henderson, who died in August 1921. Buchan knew him closely,
and the article is written in glowing terms. Henderson was a fellow Scot, who became an Army
captain and did valuable intelligence work in South Africa before and during the Boer War. It was
in South Africa after the war that Buchan first came to know him well. When he returned to
Britain Henderson became Director of Military Training at the War Office, and was 'the moving
spirit' (128) behind the organisation of the Royal Flying Corps (RFC). During the First World War
he oversaw the rapid expansion of the RFC and the establishment of an Air Ministry. Afterwards
he helped found the League of Red Cross Societies and became its first Director-General in May
1919. Buchan sees his main achievement as being the creation of the RFC, which later became
the RAF, 'and his name must for ever be linked with it' (131).

C111 'A Great Editor'
Times 22 September 1922: 11f-12a. Review. Signed.
John St Loe Strachey. The Adventure of Living: a Subjective Autobiography.

Strachey was editor of the Spectator when Buchan first joined it in 1900, and he continued as
editor until 1925. Buchan finds this autobiography to be unusual in that it is the story of his views
and tastes and prejudices rather than of the events through which he lived' (11f). As suchitis'a
remarkable achievement' and 'a story of enjoyment' — a delight in books, in argument, in hobbies,
in friendship, and 'simply in life' (11f). This 'abundant vitality' is joined with 'the quality of
centrality' (11f) in that his interests 'are those of a great majority of educated Englishmen, who
found in the Spectator a reflex of their own habits of mind' (11f-12a). This is what makes Strachey
a great editor in Buchan's view — he understands his countrymen. As well as personal
reminiscences the book contains special chapters on 'five great men' (11f) including Joseph
Chamberlain, Lord Cromer, and Theodore Roosevelt, together with sections on Strachey's political
beliefs and his views on journalism.
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C112 'Dr Jameson'
Times Literary Supplement 21 (26 October 1922): 673-74. Review.
lan Colvin. The Life of Jameson. (2 vols.).

This is an extended leading review which is full of praise for Colvin's biography of Jameson, a
'unique' personality who led an 'epic' life (673b). He was a close friend of Cecil Rhodes and was
instrumental in establishing the colony of Rhodesia on a permanent basis. But he then led a
disastrous raid from Rhodesia into the Transvaal at the end of 1895, which was quickly defeated
by the Boers. The Jameson Raid was 'a sudden lapse from sanity of a brave and wise man' (673d),
which ruined his reputation and that of Rhodes. But when Rhodes died in 1902, Jameson rebuilt
his career, became Prime Minister of Cape Colony in 1904, and 'finished by playing a great part in
the South African union' of 1910 (674a). Colvin mainly 'draws his material from personal
friendship and from the evidence of other friends....His aim is not defence or eulogy, but
understanding', and the result is the achievement of 'that rare combination in a biographer,
intimacy and detachment' (673b).

C113 'South African Memories'

Times Literary Supplement 22 (21 June 1923): 411. Review.
Barry Ronan. Forty South African Years.

Sir James Tennant Molteno. The Dominion of Afrikanderdom.
Olive Schreiner. Thoughts on South Africa.

Barry Ronan came to South Africa as a gunner officer, helped build a new railway, nearly died of
malaria, went adventuring in Swaziland, and became a journalist. His reminiscences include the
early days of the Rand, the Jameson Raid, and 'many sketches of men and matters which do not
belong to orthodox history' (411a). Sir James Molteno was a Cape politician, but his rather dreary
volume is 'less a book of leisured reminiscences than a political vindication' (411a). Olive
Schreiner was a novelist, politician and notable feminist who died in 1920. Her book, which was
written before the Boer War, has its limitations and faults of style, and is a little out of date. But it
reflects a spacious vision, a sense of history, and a 'rich humanity' combined with 'the novelist's
gift of painting vivid and unforgettable pictures' (411b). She provides 'a masterly description' of
the life of the country Boers, and is equally good on the natives (411b).

C114 'Sir John Moore'
Times Literary Supplement 22 (5 July 1923): 449. Review.
Beatrice Brownrigg. The Life and Letters of Sir John Moore.

The review finds that this book provides 'a satisfying picture of one of the most clean-cut and
attractive personalities in the history of war' (449a). Moore never intrigued for his own
advantage, always putting the service of his country first. He was courteous and urbane, 'winning
from the men he commanded something like veneration' (449a). Indeed, the review admits that
he 'sounds almost too good to be true' (449a), yet his career suffered many misfortunes. He was
badly wounded in almost every campaign he fought, and was killed at the end of his famous
retreat to Corunna in January 1809. The strategy of that retreat has been much criticised, but the
review points out that it ended with victory over the French in a desperate battle which 'wrecked
Napoleon's plans....and laid the foundations of the liberation of Spain' (449a). Moore also created
the nucleus of a new army, introduced a proper tone and spirit, and 'made the modern
regimental officer' (449b).
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C115 'Louis Botha'
Spectator 132 (5 April 1924): 561. Review. Signed.
Earl Buxton. Louis Botha.

Botha took command of the Boer forces during the South African War of 1899-1902, was Prime
Minister of Transvaal under its new, more independent constitution from 1907, and became the
first premier of the Union of South Africa in 1910. He died in office in 1919. This book, written by
the Governor-General of South Africa from 1914 to 1920, is not so much a biography as 'a
personal study, a tribute to the memory of a close friend' (561a). The review concerns itself more
with Botha's character, ideals and achievement than the details of his career. It praises his
character very highly. His ideal after defeat in 1902 was the development of a South Africa which
would belong to both British and Dutch, an autonomous country within the Empire. He followed
this ideal to the end, putting down the Transvaal rising by some of his former companions in arms
in the autumn of 1914, and leading South Africa through the First World War on the British side.

C116 'Meditations on an Ancestor'

Times Literary Supplement 24 (28 May 1925): 362. Review.

R B Cunninghame Graham. Doughty Deeds: an Account of the Life of Robert Graham of Gartmore,
1735-1797.

Robert Graham was a Scottish landowner and author of 'If Doughty Deeds my Lady Please' and
other lyrical poems. This biography is written by his descendant, R B Cunninghame Graham, a
friend of Joseph Conrad and writer of essays, short stories and travel books. The review considers
the book to be 'a delightful series of meditations' rather than 'a common biography' because the
author uses the incidents of his ancestor's career as 'an occasion for those criticisms on life,
shrewd, kindly, or fantastic, with which Mr Cunninghame Graham has long delighted us' (362b).
The review provides an outline of Robert Graham's life, which included a long period spent in
Jamaica as a young man before he succeeded to the family estate of Gartmore. It praises the
book and its author: 'No writer - not even Stevenson - has a greater gift of catching in a phrase
the flavour of a landscape, or a more intimate understanding of the life and history and character
of Scotland' (362c).

C117 'Some College Memories'
The Student (Edinburgh University Magazine) 24 (8 February 1928): 138-39. Signed.

In this article Buchan reminisces about his student days at Glasgow University (1892-95) before he
obtained a scholarship to Oxford. He remembers that he was still immature, with a schoolboy's
enthusiasms and lack of proportion, and played a minor, undistinguished part in college life. He
also recalls that 'winters of savage work alternated with summers of pagan idleness' (138a). But
what stands out in his recollection is the daily walk from home to college, some four miles
through the south side of Glasgow across the Clyde. He gives an evocative description, which he
later repeated almost verbatim in his memoirs (MHD 33), of the changing weather, the sights and
sounds of the river and the city, the college itself and the characters he met regularly on the walk.
He values university life in a great city. 'lt brings the student face to face with the other side of
life', while at the same time 'it teaches him detachment. He learns to live his own inner life
regardless of his surroundings' (139a).

C118 'The Asquith Memoirs'
Glasgow Herald 6 September 1928: 10d-f. Review. Signed.
Earl of Oxford and Asquith. Memories and Reflections 1852-1927. (2 vols.).

This is not 'a full dress and intimate autobiography' (10d) of H H Asquith, the Liberal statesman
and Prime Minister, but rather a collection of notes and memories together with extracts from
Asquith's diary and letters, which he was preparing for publication when he died. Buchan's
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review goes through the various stages of Asquith's career covered by the book: his student days
at Oxford, his early life in London as a successful lawyer, his political career, then the First World
War and his subsequent retirement. He finds the most important part to be the extracts from the
diary which Asquith kept during the first part of the war, which he considers to be both 'of the
highest historical value and of absorbing human interest' because they show the day-to-day
problems of the Prime Minister during 'the greatest crisis which Britain ever faced' (10e). The
review contains several extracts from the book about notable figures of the period, including
Lloyd George and Winston Churchill.

C119 '"Spectator" Memories'
Spectator 141 (3 November 1928): 20-21 of Centenary Supplement (644-45). Signed.

This article is part of a 48-page supplement between pages 644 and 645 of this issue. It contains
Buchan's personal memories of his time working at the Spectator in the 1900s. He describes the
offices, which provided an atmosphere of romance 'like something in a novel of Dumas' (20a).
The editor, St Loe Strachey, 'was obviously D'Artagnan in his generosity and resourcefulness and
zest for life' (20a), while his elderly associate, Meredith Townsend, 'was clearly a holy man, a guru
of some sort' (20b). Buchan provides affectionate pen portraits of both men. He recalls that his
first duty, along with his colleague Charles Graves, was to act as a sub-editor and keep these
'‘great men' in order by representing 'the critical and unsympathetic outer world' (21a). Later,
after his return from South Africa, he wrote regular weekly articles and reviews for the journal,
taking the place of Townsend on his retirement. Buchan acknowledges the great benefits of his
time at the Spectator, which improved his writing style and clarified his politics.

C120 ‘Lord Carmichael of Skirling’
Bookman (December 1929).

Lord Carmichael (1859-1926) was a Scottish Liberal politician and colonial administrator. | have
been unable to trace this article in the Bookman or any other magazine of the period. Blanchard
records it as item D104 in his bibliography (190), stating that it is a review of Lord Carmichael of
Skirling, A Memoir by his wife. He also (correctly) records at item C65 that the book was published
in November 1929 and contains a chapter entitled ‘The Last Years’, which was written by Buchan
(149). The short review of the book in the Spectator of 8 February 1930 (vol.144, p.203) is not by
Buchan, but contains a long quotation from the chapter written by him.

C121 ‘An English Idealist’
Spectator 145 (18 October 1930): 549. Review. Signed.
Amy Strachey. St Loe Strachey: his Life and his Paper.

This life of the editor of the Spectator, written by his widow, fills up many of the gaps in his own
somewhat idiosyncratic autobiography (see C111). But the first part, which tells of his marriage
and his early days in London, does something more. 'lt is a most artful presentation of a past
world, the London and the Surrey of the last two decades of the nineteenth century.... | know few
more attractive pictures of the later Victorianism' says Buchan (549a). He goes on to discuss
Strachey's qualities as an editor, and considers his character as 'an idealist of the typically English
kind' (549b). He had no time for abstract visions and theories which 'could not be brought to the
test of reality'. For him, 'faith without works was utterly dead' (549b). He also had unflagging
vitality, curiosity, and a love of new things. 'Living for him never ceased to be an adventure'
(549b).
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C122 ‘Mr Churchill’s Youth’
Week-end Review 2 (25 October 1930): 585-86, 588. Review. Signed.
Winston S Churchill. My Early Days: a Roving Commission.

This autobiography covers Churchill’s schooldays, Sandhurst and the Hussars, his participation in a
cavalry charge at the battle of Omdurman in 1898, his subsequent experiences in the Boer War,
and his early political career up to the beginning of Joseph Chamberlain’s tariff reform campaign
in 1903, all of which is outlined in the review. Buchan declares: ‘I do not believe a more delightful
thing of its kind has been written in our day. It is a happy book, full of the spirit of enjoyment, of
humour, often self-critical, and of a most engaging candour’ (586a). It also re-creates ‘a lost world’
before the First World War (586a). But Buchan ends his review on a note of caution. Quoting
Churchill’s advice to youth in the book that ‘as long as you are generous and true, and also fierce,
you cannot hurt the world’, he comments: ‘Mark the word “fierce”. It is important’ (588a).

C123 'Lady Burghclere's Strafford'
Contemporary Review 139 (April 1931): 434-41. Review. Signed.

Strafford (1593-1641) was an English parliamentarian and statesman who eventually became
principal adviser to Charles I, but was tried and executed when the King lost his authority. Buchan
points out that Strafford's reputation has suffered like many seventeenth-century leaders by
being portrayed in extreme terms. He is seen as either the champion of despotism or as the
loyalist who gave himself for a lost cause. The truth lies somewhere in between, and although
contemporaries such as Cromwell and Montrose have gradually received a more just
interpretation from historians, Strafford has continued to suffer because to date there has been
no adequate biography of him. Lady Burghclere's book corrects this anomaly, presenting a more
balanced portrait which makes 'a substantial contribution to our understanding of the
seventeenth century' (434). The review provides details of Strafford's political beliefs as well as
his life and career.

C124 'Mary of Scots'
Spectator 146 (27 June 1931): 1015-16. Review. Signed.
Maurice Baring. In My End is My Beginning.

Buchan credits the author with 'a new way of writing history' (1015b), an experiment which
succeeds in this book. It is 'a sober imaginative reconstruction of a past era' in which each of the
four Maries, who were historically close friends and confidantes of Mary from childhood, tell the
story of their Queen in overlapping narratives, 'which are so studiously faithful to sixteenth-
century idioms of thought and language that they have the air of contemporary documents'
(1015b). The review provides a brief outline of Mary's life and character, emphasising her
constant dependence on various unsuitable advisers and lovers. Buchan comments: 'Mr Baring
gives us brilliant pastiche, but also much sober and subtle history' in building up his portrait of
Mary and bringing out her essential qualities, 'and | for one think that he has come very near the
truth' (1016a). He considers that the book's title, taken from the inscription on Mary's chair of
state, is entirely appropriate, for since her death she has become 'an ageless figure among the
eternities of romance' (1016b).

C125 'The Ablest of the Stuarts'
Spectator 147 (10 October 1931): 461. Review. Signed.
Arthur Bryant. King Charles the Second.

Buchan believes that the reputation of Charles Il has been unfairly maligned by historians and
stands in need of revision by 'the juster and subtler methods of modern scholarship' (461a).
Arthur Bryant's new book, which is 'by far the best study of the man yet published' (461a),
succeeds in rehabilitating Charles. Although occasionally it might have been more critical, 'the

96



picture is substantially just, and it is brilliantly painted' (461a). Bryant has gone back to primary
sources wherever possible for his evidence, and 'there is none of the false emphasis and fantastic
subtlety which disfigure so many modern essays in rehabilitation' (461a). The review
concentrates mainly on Charles's qualities as a king and as a man to make good its argument that
he was the most able of the Stuart monarchs. 'He was the personification of the new spirit of
enquiry and toleration which was replacing the rigour of the Commonwealth' (461a), and by the
end of his reign he had succeeded in making England prosperous and peaceful. For this
achievement he 'must rank high in the list of English statesmen and men of action' (461b).

C126 'William the Conqueror'
Spectator 151 (8 September 1933): 315. Review. Signed.
H Belloc. William the Conqueror.

Buchan finds that this 'biography in miniature' avoids most of the pitfalls of 'attempting to put a
great figure into a little book' by omitting nothing significant in William's career while at the same
time incorporating sufficient of the historical background for him to stand out as 'a person, not a
mere personification of abstract things' (315a). The review discusses the political ideas of the
eleventh century and the influence of the Church, criticising Belloc for portraying Christendom at
that time as more united and coherent, and Normandy as 'more Latin, or Roman', than they really
were (315a). It then discusses William as conqueror, King Harold, and the battle of Hastings.
William subsequently found that 'the task of conquest was child's play to the task of pacification’,
but he managed to lay 'the foundation of a new polity especially in fiscal administration' (315a).

C127 'The Making of an Idealist'
Spectator 152 (2 March 1934): 322. Review. Signed.
Sir Evelyn Wrench. Uphill.

Wrench (1882-1966) was editor of the Spectator from 1925 until 1932. This volume of
autobiography covers the first thirty years of his life in which, after an Irish childhood, Eton
education and early success with a picture-postcard business, he was employed by Lord
Northcliffe at a senior level in his newspaper group. Buchan, who knew both Wrench and
Northcliffe, uses this part of the review to give his personal reminiscences of Northcliffe as a
brilliant but flawed man. He also emphasises the 'profound spiritual experience' (322b) which
Wrench passed through during the memorial service for Edward VIl at Westminster Abbey in
1910, when he realised the vanity of all personal ambition. As a result he gave up his career with
Northcliffe to promote his vision of the British Empire, founding the Over-seas Club and League.
Buchan finds this 'a remarkable book' (322a), not only for its picture of the changing times around
the turn of the century, but for its record of a long spiritual journey which forms part of 'one of
the most remarkable careers of our time' (322b).

C128 'Mr F S Oliver: The Business Man as Historian'
Times 5 June 1934: 19a-b. Obituary.

Buchan first met Oliver when he returned from serving as Milner's Private Secretary in South
Africa, and they became close friends. The obituary gives details of Oliver's career, which was in
two parts. He was a successful business man who 'was largely responsible for the great
development of the firm of Debenhams' (19a). But he also 'maintained an interest in literature
and public affairs' and was 'perpetually occupied with the question of the development of the
British Empire' (19a). The obituary praises his three books, Alexander Hamilton (see C29), which
became an influential political work and a textbook of Imperial reconstruction; Ordeal by Battle
(178), a 'store-house of political thought', and in many ways 'the most remarkable English
publication of the War' (19a); and The Endless Adventure (€C129), the third volume of which was
nearly completed at his death. It then goes on to consider the qualities of mind and belief which
guided Oliver's career, and the personal qualities revealed in his private life.
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C129 'Portraits with Notes: a Political Study'
Times 11 January 1935: 13f-14a. Review. Signed.
F S Oliver. The Endless Adventure. Vol. lll.

The first two volumes of this book were published in 1930 and 1931. This third volume was nearly
completed by the time of Oliver's death (see C128). The 'endless adventure' refers to the
profession of politics, and all three volumes are a study of the qualities of the politician, which are
exemplified for Oliver by Robert Walpole, who seemed 'to possess above all others the
professional essentials — love of country, love of power, and love of the game' (13f). This volume
provides 'a portrait gallery and some illuminating notes about the pictures' (13f). The politicians
include Chatham, Fox, Canning, Disraeli, Gladstone, and Joseph Chamberlain. Oliver classes other,
less successful statesmen as sentimentalists, anti-patriots, or minor intellectuals. Of the latter,
Buchan comments, 'there has been a heavy crop in our own day' (14a).
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D: HISTORY

D1 ‘The Declaration of Paris of 1856’
Spectator 84 (2 June 1900): 777. Review.
Thomas Gibson Bowles. The Declaration of Paris of 1856.

This book challenges two of the provisions of the 1856 Declaration of Paris, signed at the end of
the Crimean War. The first established the neutrality of ships of non-belligerent countries in times
of war, even if they are carrying the enemy’s goods. The second abolished privateering (the
requisitioning of private ships for military purposes). The review summarises the book’s
arguments and agrees on the whole that the right to stop and search neutral ships for enemy
goods should be re-established. However, it argues that the re-introduction of privateering would
be of little value in modern war because ‘the only effective privateers would be vessels of first-
class speed and equipment. The ordinary merchant vessel would now be useless for any serious
purpose, and the swift liner would alone be possible’ (777b).

D2 ‘A History of Greece’

Spectator 84 (9 June 1900): 811-12. Review.

Evelyn Abbott. A History of Greece, Part Ill: From the Thirty Years’ Peace to the Fall of the Thirty at
Athens, 445-403 BC.

The work under review aims ‘to provide a history in moderate compass dealing with broad lines of
development rather than minute archaeological questions’ (811a). The period covered is
considered to be ‘the crisis of a great civilisation’ (811b), which culminated in the defeat of Athens
in the Peloponnesian War in 404BC and the installation of an oligarchy of thirty tyrants to rule the
city-state, who were overthrown in the following year (the ‘Fall of the Thirty’ referred to in the
book’s title). The review concentrates on two central figures who dominated this period of Greek
history — first Pericles, then Alcibiades. It agrees for the most part with the book’s assessment of
Pericles as a democrat at home and an imperialist abroad. But it does not consider that the book
does justice to the career and character of Alcibiades, who the review sees as ‘a man of
extraordinary gifts’ whose work was ineffectual largely because of ‘the wretched material he had
to work with’ (812a).

D3 ‘A History of the Baronetage’
Spectator 85 (6 October 1900): 461-62. Review.
Francis W Pixley. A History of the Baronetage.

The baronetage was founded in 1611 by James | to raise funds, and the review outlines the
circumstances of its formation and its subsequent history. It finds that, although the author is
enthusiastic and industrious, the history since it was founded has been largely uneventful, ‘but
the Baronets of Britain have had many grievances to lament, and Mr Pixley’s pages are full of
echoes of ancient strife about collars and badges, titles and precedence’ (461b). However, the
author’s lengthy description of the various forms of patent makes for ‘dull reading save to the
professed antiquarian’ (461b).

D4 ‘The Englishman in China’

Spectator 86 (9 February 1901): 204-05. Review.

Alexander Michie. The Englishman in China during the Victorian Era, as Illlustrated in the Career of
Sir Rutherford Alcock. (2 vols.).

This book, which is of ‘remarkable interest’ (204b), is a general history of Britain’s relations with
China in the Victorian period, woven around the life of Sir Rutherford Alcock, who was for most of
his career a member of the Chinese consular service, becoming an expert on Chinese policy and
Minister-Resident in Peking, 1865-70. The review outlines the history of British and European
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involvement in China during the nineteenth century, a series of wars and treaties followed by a
period of chaotic diplomacy which involved the powers in ‘land-grabbing and concession-hunting
(204b). This has resulted in the current situation in China, where ‘a few jealous and ill-informed
European Powers have to face the problem of a national upheaval’ (204b) — a reference to the
Boxer Rebellion of 1900.

’

D5 ‘Mr Gardiner’s Latest Volume’

Spectator 86 (27 April 1901): 622-23. Review.

Samuel Rawson Gardiner. History of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, 1649-1660. Vol. Ill:
1654-1656.

Charles L Stainer (ed.). Speeches of Oliver Cromwell, 1644-1658.

The review heaps praise on this latest volume of Gardiner’s history of the Civil War, which covers
a period of crisis for the Protectorate when Oliver Cromwell found himself opposed by many of
his former allies, the Army was full of disaffection, there was Royalist plotting, trouble in Ireland,
and grave problems of foreign policy. The review concentrates on the figure of Cromwell, his
character, ideas and policies during the period, mentioning in passing Stainer’s ‘excellent and
scholarly new edition of the Speeches’ (623a). It sees Gardiner’s book as a significant contribution
towards a historical rehabilitation of Cromwell who ‘stands out from the chaos of abuse and
eulogy which two hundred years have heaped on him as a living man, whose nature can be
intelligently understood, and not as a monster of darkness or an impeccable saint’ (622b).

D6 ‘Mediaeval Political Theory’
Spectator 86 (8 June 1901): 842-43. Review.
Otto Gierke. Political Theories of the Middle Age.

This is a translation by Professor Frederic William Maitland, who has also written an introduction,
of one chapter only in Dr Gierke’s much longer work. Its main thesis is that, as the concept of the
State evolved in mediaeval political thought, it was viewed as a partnership, ‘an artificial and
accidental union of separate personalities for an external purpose’ (842b). In his introduction
Professor Maitland brings the theory down to the present day, in which the State has become a
corporation rather than a partnership, a distinct body with ‘a certain real personality and
corporate will’ (842b). He argues that modern corporations distinct from the State should be
recognised as a matter of fact wherever they exist, whether or not they are formally registered, so
that ‘an organised group, like a Trade-Union, must not be allowed to escape liability merely
because the law does not recognise it as a corporation to be sued’ (843a).

D7 ‘The Exiled Stuarts’

Spectator 87 (21 September 1901): 392-93. Review.

C Sanford Terry (ed.). The Chevalier de St George and the Jacobite Movements 1701-1720.
F W Head. The Fallen Stuarts. Cambridge Historical Essays No. XIl.

Sanford Terry has edited a compilation of contemporary accounts of the early Jacobite movement
in Scotland, which aimed to restore to the throne the Chevalier de St George, otherwise known as
the Old Pretender, James Francis Stuart, son of the deposed James Il. F W Head’s essay is a
scholarly monograph on the larger issues involved and the share of the fallen Stuarts in the high
politics of Europe. The review is of interest for its views on the central importance of the Jacobite
risings to the future of Scotland, seeing them not as a sideline of history, but as ‘the point of
juncture between the feudal and the modern worlds’ (392b). The ultimate failure of the risings
‘forced Scotland back upon herself....and coerced her into that career of industry and progress
which carried her in a century from poverty and semi-barbarism to wealth and a high civilisation’
(393b).
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D8 'Mr Lecky'
Spectator 91 (31 October 1903): 693-94.

This is an obituary article written on the death of the historian, William Lecky, whose greatest
work is the History of England in the Eighteenth Century. The article argues that Lecky
represented 'a type of scholar who is becoming rarer as knowledge increases and books multiply.
Nowadays a scholar tends to be a specialist and to strive for meticulous accuracy in one
accomplishment rather than variety of attainments and breadth of knowledge' (693a). In
contrast, Lecky 'systematised large periods of history by means of one or two quite simple
conceptions' (693b). This may have resulted in a lack of depth, but his achievement was to write
history from 'a point of view which the ordinary man could understand' (693b).

D9 'Blind Alleys of History'
Spectator 91 (7 November 1903): 768-69. Review.
Andrew Lang. The Valet's Tragedy, and Other Studies.

The book contains twelve essays which investigate some of the unsolved mysteries of history,
such as the identity of the Man in the Iron Mask during the reign of Louis XIV; the false Joan of
Arc, an impostor who appeared five years after her death; the mysterious death of Lord Dudley's
wife; and the question of whether the plays of Shakespeare should really be attributed to Francis
Bacon. The review finds the essays to be 'delightful reading, for with a gaiety which is almost
flippancy the author cross-examines the obscure dead, and rides with rough shoes over venerable
fictions’ (768b). But they provide no clear solution of the puzzles because 'Mr Lang has an
irritating habit of wrapping up his argument in a maze of detail, and putting no proper emphasis
on salient points’ (768b).

D10 'Sir G Trevelyan's New Volumes'
Spectator 91 (21 November 1903): 870-71. Review.
Sir George Otto Trevelyan. The American Revolution: Part Il. (2 vols.).

The first part of Trevelyan's work brought the history of the American Revolution to the brink of
war. This part deals with the first stages of the war itself. The review argues that the majority of
Americans were loyalist and did not desire independence. ‘They asked for administrative
decentralisation, for at great distances and with slow means of communication the old methods
of Colonial government could not continue’ (870b). But the British wrongly turned the issue into
one of loyalty to the mother-country, which conflicted with the Americans' own loyalty to the
land which they and their fathers had created. ‘There could only be one solution’, says the
review, ‘for it would have been a poor kind of Imperial loyalty which throve on the downfall of
local patriotism’ (870b). Thus, the Americans were driven against their will towards
independence.

D11 'Naval Policy in the Seventeenth Century'

Spectator 92 (19 March 1904): 455-56. Review.

Julian S Corbett. England in the Mediterranean: a Study of the Rise and Influence of British Power
within the Straits. (2 vols.).

These new volumes are from the second part of Julian Corbett's history of British naval policy, the
first part on Elizabethan seamanship having already been published. In the seventeenth century
the main strategic aim of naval policy was to find some permanent basis on which Britain, as an
island nation, could use its strength to influence the affairs of Europe. The Mediterranean was
seen as being the chief strategic area of Europe, so the century became a period of steady and
continuous naval development in building up a Mediterranean fleet. This policy culminated in
1704 with the capture of the heights of Gibraltar, overlooking the Straits of the book's title and
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controlling the entrance to the Mediterranean. The review agrees with the book's conclusion that
this was the vital turning point in the rise of British sea power.

D12 'Sir Spencer Walpole's History'

Spectator 92 (9 April 1904): 567-68. Review.

Sir Spencer Walpole. The History of Twenty-five Years (1856-1881): Vols. | and Il (1856-1870).
Rev. J Franck Bright. A History of England. Period V: Imperial Reaction — Victoria (1880-1901).

Both of these books deal with periods of history which fall within the lifetime of the authors, and
the review begins by discussing the merits and problems of such close proximity to events. A full
understanding of historical movements can only come after a long period of time, but a distance
of twenty to fifty years, as in the case of Walpole's book, is sufficient for some kind of historical
perspective, and much is gained when a historian writes of events which he remembers and
people he knew. Walpole's book, indeed, shows a clear partiality to Whig statesmen and ideals,
but the review says that the author labours to be fair and is never unjust. The review gives only
one paragraph to Bright's book, which begins ten years after Walpole's ends, and provides 'an
admirable and useful summary of events' (568a).

D13 'The Surrender of Napoleon'
Spectator 92 (18 June 1904): 961. Review.
Rear-Admiral Sir F L Maitland. The Surrender of Napoleon. Ed. W K Dickson.

Maitland was captain of the 'Bellerophon' guarding Rochefort in July 1815 when Napoleon's
schooner approached with a message announcing that he had abdicated and demanding a
passport from the British Government to America. Maitland refused and took Napoleon to
England instead, from where he was later banished to St Helena. This book is a new edition of
Maitland's account of the surrender and voyage to England, during which Napoleon appears to
have acted impeccably, displaying the 'real grandeur' in adversity of someone who was 'still the
greatest of living men' (961b). According to the review, ‘there is not a page of Maitland’s honest
narrative which does not increase our respect for Napoleon’ (961b).

D14 'The Story of the Punjab'
Spectator 92 (25 June 1904): 1014-15. Review.
S S Thorburn. The Punjab in Peace and War.

The review has no doubt that the Punjab played an important part in the development of modern
India, having been closely involved in frontier policy. But the author, a former official, has not
confined himself to writing a history. He also expresses strong views on past and present blunders
of the British administration. 'The result is that his book is quite as much a criticism of modern
Indian administration as a narrative of Punjab development' (1014b), and the author occasionally
departs from historical impartiality and becomes something of 'a controversialist' (1014b). The
review outlines the history of the modern Punjab, and then discusses the author's main criticisms
of recent British administration: the imposition of a social and legal system unsuited to the
country; an overly-aggressive frontier policy; and the dismemberment of the Punjab by the
creation of a new border province.

D15 'Seventeenth-Century Scotland'
Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine 176 (October 1904): 441-55. Review.
Andrew Lang. A History of Scotland from the Roman Occupation. Vol. Ill.

Lang’s book covers Scotland in the seventeenth century, which the review characterises as a
period of complete unsettlement, a battleground of political and religious strife. Itis an
unsympathetic subject for the modern historian, one in which it is difficult not to take sides, and
the author makes no secret of his sympathies. They are with 'Stuart despotism, as against the
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more subtle tyranny of Kirk and Covenant' (442a). The review considers that such partisan history
is preferable to any attempt at detachment in such a period, because the reader, aware of the
bias, can allow for it. 'lt is also incomparably the better manner for literary value, for without it
we are apt to miss that enthusiasm and sense of drama which can raise history at times to epic
rank' (442a). The review praises the author's work with only minor reservations, and provides its
own outline history of the period, giving pride of place to Montrose, 'the one purely heroic figure
of the age' (445a).

D16 'England under the Stuarts'

Spectator 93 (10 December 1904): 947-48. Review.

G M Trevelyan. England under the Stuarts.

T F Henderson. James | and VI.

Allan Fea. Memoirs of the Martyr King: being a Detailed Record of the Last Two Years of the Reign
of His Most Sacred Majesty King Charles the First (1646-1648/9).

The review begins by stating that most theorists on history are agreed that 'the perfect history
must combine something of the interest of story with the significance of science' (947b). It then
says that G M Trevelyan's book largely achieves this by combining accuracy of research with a
graphic narrative. It praises in particular his portrait of the social life of the period, before
considering the meaning of the Stuart epoch in our national development. The article agrees with
Trevelyan that this lies in the fact that England was able to break from the feudalism of the past
and acquire a new national power and unity ultimately by means of a free constitution, whereas
on the Continent this could only be achieved through military despotism. Of the Stuart Kings, the
review considers that James | has been generally underrated, and T F Henderson's monograph on
him is 'notable for its sympathy and fairness' (948a), while Allan Fea has produced a ‘superbly
executed volume’ (948b) on the final years of Charles I.

D17 'Psychology and History'
Spectator 94 (7 January 1905): 9-10.

An essay by Dr Emil Reich in the current Fortnightly emphasises the importance of psychology in
history. The article is in full agreement with this principle. What separates the true historian
from the mere chronicler of events, it says, is the historian's attempt at interpretation. He needs
to find out why certain events happened, and to do this he must explain the motivation of
historical figures to act in the way they did. This is especially important nowadays to counter the
effects of the doctrinaire historian, to whom historical figures are 'mere puppets....pulled by the
string of this or that economic or political or religious doctrine' (10a). Psychology is also needed
to counter the more romantic and picturesque historians who see history as a series of accidents,
isolated and inexplicable. The psychological viewpoint shows historians that individuals have
motives, and sets the actions which result from them in their true perspective.

D18 'Modern Europe'

Spectator 96 (3 February 1906): 183-84. Review.

J Holland Rose. The Development of the European Nations, 1870-1900.
Gabriel Hanotaux. Contemporary France. Vol. Il.

The review concentrates on Dr Rose's book, making only brief mention of Hanotaux, whose
second volume has just been translated. After a short discussion of the difficulties of writing
contemporary history, the review considers the development of nationalism followed by
Imperialism in the nineteenth century against the background of the slow evolution of
democracy. It sees the desire for expansion as following on from national consolidation in
Germany and Italy, with the result that the area of strife expanded from Central Europe to the
whole globe and involved all the Great Powers. The review then summarises the main subject
matter of Dr Rose's book: the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71, Bismarck's domination of the new
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Germany, the Eastern Question, Russia and the Balkans, the development of the Alliance system
in Europe, and the partition of Africa by the European Powers.

D19 'The Science of Genealogy'
Spectator 96 (17 March 1906): 414-15.

The article argues that genealogy is 'history in miniature' (414b), dealing with the family rather
than the nation. The same qualities of accuracy, lucidity and imagination are required, though the
scale is smaller. But there are true and false methods in genealogy, just as there are in history.
The false methods were exposed four years ago by a modern genealogist, ] H Round (see G7), and
his more rigorous approach has now been followed by Oswald Barron in his Northamptonshire
Families. Barron restricts his investigations to landed families whose tenure of estate can be
traced back by provable means at least until the succession of George Ill in 1760, a date which
'fairly represents the beginning of modern England, when new men and new types of wealth
began to fill the shires' (415a). This is a true method of genealogy, because a family who can
prove their ancestors had a landed estate in 1760 'may fairly claim nobility by virtue of kinship
with an older world' (415a).

D20 'Fontenoy'

Spectator 96 (19 May 1906): 789. Review.

Francis Henry Skrine. Fontenoy, and Great Britain's Share in the War of the Austrian Succession,
1741-48.

The review says that the battle of Fontenoy in 1745, the only great battle in modern times where
the French managed to defeat the British, was a turning point in one of the most disastrous and
inglorious of British wars, undertaken without adequate motive and conducted incompetently
throughout. It forms the centrepiece of the book, which also traces the causes and aftermath of
the campaign and provides a careful study of the British and French military systems of the
period. The review describes details of the battle and gives brief portraits of the generals in
charge, the Duke of Cumberland and Maurice de Saxe. The latter is ‘the hero of the book....So
improbable a figure, so strange a compound of genius and folly, would ruin the credit of any
romance’ (789b). According to the review, the book provides an instructive moral for today's
army about the importance of adequate preparation and training, a point emphasised by Lord
Roberts, recently retired as Commander of the British Army, in his short Introduction.

D21 'The Fair Hills of Ireland’
Spectator 97 (29 December 1906): 1082-83. Review.
Stephen Gwynn. The Fair Hills of Ireland.

This book is 'a topographical discussion of Irish history' (1082b) which concentrates on those
places which stand out as 'centres in great epochs of action' (1082b). It goes deep into the past,
to the centuries before the Norman invasion when the Irish produced their most characteristic
work in literature and art, and played a greater part than the English in the history of Europe. The
review briefly summarises some of the main locations covered by the book, the Boyne valley, the
West, Armagh, and Meath, and notes the tales and sagas associated with these places which add
a romance and melancholy to Irish history and mythology. The review is full of praise for the
book: 'We can imagine no more instructive and attractive guide to the holy places of Irish history'
(1083a).
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D22 'Pitt's Correspondence with Colonial Governors'

Spectator 98 (26 January 1907): 143-44. Review.

Gertrude Selwyn Kimball (ed.). Correspondence of William Pitt with Colonial Governors and
Military and Naval Commissioners in America. (2 vols.).

This collection of 493 letters covers the correspondence of Pitt the Elder during the Seven Years
War (1756-63). According to the review it is rather dull, and of interest mainly as the raw material
of history, for most of the letters are concerned with war administration and give only occasional
glimpses of events. The review gives a brief outline of the war and its difficulties, which derived
mainly from the great distances involved and imperfect means of communication. Pitt's
correspondence indicates how these difficulties were overcome by detailed planning and an
inspirational confidence in the outcome. Eventual victory enabled Britain to replace France as the
dominant power in North America and 'decided that the English race should be predominant on
American soil' (144b). Pitt was the brain and spirit behind the victory, and the review accordingly
ranks him among the greatest of English statesmen.

D23 'History and Life'
Spectator 98 (2 February 1907): 169-70.

This article considers the purpose of history. Some historians, such as the late Professor York
Powell (see €32), argue that history should merely discover, assemble and organise facts, thereby
providing the raw data for others to work on. History should accordingly be treated as an exact
science. The article disagrees. It argues that the historian is more than a mere chronicler, he
should elucidate the facts he has compiled, pass judgment on historical characters and events,
identify merits and faults, and assess success or failure. In this way history is more art than
science, more like literature in passing moral judgments on its characters. 'Style and imagination
are as indispensable as accuracy and logic' (170a). In addition, an austere scientific approach is
impossible to apply to subject-matter which deals with human thought and action, so that 'the
pose of complete freedom from moral bias' (170b) is misleading.

D24 'The Last Century of Scottish History'
Blackwood's Magazine 181 (April 1907): 509-22. Review.
Andrew Lang. A History of Scotland from the Roman Occupation. Vol. IV.

The third volume of Lang's history was previously reviewed (see D15). This is the final volume,
covering the period from 1688 to the last Jacobite rising of 1745-46, which saw 'the end of the old
Scotland and the beginning of the new' (509a). The review considers the turning point to be not
the union with England in 1707, but the final failure of the Jacobite cause at Culloden in 1746. It
was such a 'sharp and complete cataclysm' that Scotland 'was compelled into self-development'
(521b). During the next half-century Scotland created 'her own industries, her own commerce,
her own school of thought, — in a word, a new national life' (522a). The review gives its own
outline of the period but is full of praise for Lang's history, particularly his research and learning,
his scrupulous fairness, and his enthusiasm for the subject. His account of Culloden is 'by far the
most luminous and complete that has been given to the world' (521a).

D25 'Sir George Trevelyan's New Volume'
Spectator 99 (9 November 1907): 710-11. Review.
Sir George Otto Trevelyan. The American Revolution: Part Il

The previous part of this history was reviewed in D10. This part begins with Burgoyne's Saratoga
Campaign and ends with the fight at Monmouth Courthouse and the French Alliance, by which
time 'the ultimate success of the Revolution is assured' (711a). The review outlines the difficulties
faced by each side in the war, and praises the portraits of the chief fighting men given in the book
and its strong narrative of battles. The author proves to be an admirable military historian, lucid

105



and balanced in his criticism. The review admits to feeling that the earlier volumes were 'a little
heavy, but we find the present one most entertaining, for both author and campaign seem to
have got into their stride' (711a).

D26 'The Golden Age of Venice'
Spectator 99 (30 November 1907): 868-69. Review.
Pompeo Molmenti. Venice Part I, The Golden Age. (2 vols.).

Molmenti's history of Venice is not a chronicle of events, but a history of thought and character.
This second part, which is highly praised by the review, covers the sixteenth century, when Venice
was in the heyday of its strength. The period of creation and struggle was over, and the Golden
Age of Venetian art, of Bellini, Titian and Tintoretto had arrived. It was also the Golden Age of
enjoyment for Venetians. Their society at this time was mainly remarkable for its extraordinary
displays of wealth. But, the review observes, Venice in the sixteenth century was already living
upon its capital, for it no longer had the monopoly of trade in the East. Its Golden Age 'yields to
that of no other State in splendour, but it is also no exception to the law of things which says that
ease is the parent of decay' (869a).

D27 'The Fortunate Islands'
Spectator 100 (1 February 1908): 187-88. Review.
Friar Alonso de Espinosa. The Guanches of Tenerife. Ed. Sir Clements Markham.

The review notes that, although many tourists nowadays visit Tenerife, very little is known about
the history of the island before the Spanish conquest towards the end of the fifteenth century.
But now this earliest and most credible account of the Guanches, the inhabitants of Tenerife
before the Spanish conquest, has been translated and edited to provide 'not only a document of
great historical value, but a delightful romance' (187b). Friar Espinosa wrote his account
sometime between 1580 and 1590, and the review tells how he first came to Tenerife and settled
there. It repeats some of the tales he heard from the old inhabitants, including that of a
Scotsman who came to the island during Roman times and established a large monastery.
Espinosa disapproves of the force used by the Spaniards during their conquest, but the Guanches
were such a fine race that it caused no lasting resentment.

D28 'Studies in Venetian History'
Spectator 100 (29 February 1908): 337-38. Review.
Horatio F Brown. Studies in the History of Venice. (2 vols.).

According to the review the author, who also translated The Golden Age of Venice reviewed in
D26, knows Venice probably better than any other Englishman. His book is a series of essays
which cover all the essential features and figures in the history of the city-state, and together
form an illuminating guide to its past. The essays fall into two types: an investigation of
constitutional history and economic policy, and the retelling of some of the famous romantic tales
associated with Venice which, the review says, will be the chief appeal of the book to most
readers. The review summarises a number of the essays, and draws attention to two which are of
special interest. The first is about the relations of Cromwell and Venice, which contains 'some
curious and shrewd remarks on the character of the Protector' (338b). The second is a study of
Shakespearean references to the city, which reveal 'an extraordinary and exact knowledge of
detail' (338b).

D29 'A Birthday Gift to Canada’
Spectator 100 (25 April 1908): 659-60.

This article praises the plan recently announced for the Canadian people to purchase the Heights
of Abraham at Quebec and transform the area into a National Park as a memorial to the

106



settlement founded there in July 1608, which was the beginning of the Canadian nation, whose
300th anniversary will soon be formally celebrated. 'At present there stand on the Heights a rifle
factory, a gaol, and other buildings in no way worthy either of the site or its history' (659a). Next
year will be the 150th anniversary of the battle there on 13 September 1759, in which General
Wolfe defeated the French. The article argues that this was the turning point in Britain's Imperial
history, because it led to British dominance over France not only in North America but ultimately
in India and elsewhere. The article ends with a brief character sketch of General Wolfe.

D30 'Sir Spencer Walpole's Last Volumes'
Spectator 100 (30 May 1908): 865-66. Review.
Sir Spencer Walpole. The History of Twenty-five Years (1856-1880): Vols. Ill and IV.

These are the concluding volumes of Walpole's history (the first were reviewed in D12). They
were completed, except for three final chapters and the author’s corrections, just before his
death in 1907. The review welcomes them as the last work of 'the most judicial and learned of
recent English historians' (865a). 'His point of view throughout is that of the Whig school, and we
are far from certain that this is not the best standpoint for general history' (865a). The review
then considers the merits and disadvantages of the Whig historian, before discussing the main
subjects covered in these volumes, the ministries of Gladstone and Disraeli, commenting that
Walpole 'obviously disliked Disraeli, and he was under the spell of Gladstone' (865b). It criticises
the author's habitual use of the word 'Imperial' in a disparaging sense. 'This may have been
permissible to a critic of Lord Beaconsfield [Disraeli] in 1878, but it is now dropped by common
consent' (866a).

D31 'The Year of the Four Emperors'
Spectator 101 (11 July 1908): 62. Review.
Bernard W Henderson. Civil War and Rebellion in the Roman Empire, AD 69-70.

The review finds that this book is 'a good example of the admirable work produced by the
younger school of Oxford historians' (62a). The author is 'a scholar of the most modern type... No
traditional judgment contents him, and he must retry everything by scientific canons' (62a). The
result is 'a very stringent overhauling of Tacitus from the point of view of a man who has
personally visited every battlefield' (62a). His book is fresh and interesting, but his criticism of
Tacitus is too frequent and overstated. The review outlines the events, especially the military
campaigns, of AD 69-70, the year of the four Emperors, from which Vespasian eventually emerged
triumphant. It concludes that, although the year of civil war foreshadowed the ultimate downfall
of the Roman Empire, it also demonstrated its great elements of strength — the fighting power
and loyalty of the legions, and the way that Emperors like Vespasian could crush rebellions firmly,
but 'with a merciful eye to the future' (62b).

D32 'Sir Spencer Walpole's Last Essays'
Spectator 101 (1 August 1908): 166-67. Review.
Sir Spencer Walpole. Essays Political and Biographical.

Following the recent 'Last Volumes' (D30) these essays represent 'the last fragments from the
workshop of a distinguished historian' (166b) and have been edited by his son-in-law, Francis
Holland. The review says that Sir Spencer had an encyclopaedic knowledge of English politics
since the Stuarts, and these essays contain many curious and valuable pieces of information. It
provides examples, such as the reason why the Monarch ceased to preside at Cabinet meetings:
George | could not speak English, which also made necessary the development of a Prime Minister
to take his place. The review goes on to outline the principal essays included in the collection:
'The History of the Cabinet', 'The Causes of the American Civil War', 'The Dining Societies of
London', 'Lord Granville', and pieces on Crabbe, Halifax, Godolphin and Croker.
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D33 'The Holland House Circle'
Spectator 101 (3 October 1908): 504-05. Review.
Lloyd Sanders. The Holland House Circle.

The review notes that a large number of undistinguished books have been published recently on
minor celebrities of the past, but this volume 'stands out as a work of genuine literary merit and
wide knowledge' (504a). Holland House, the home of the third Lord Holland who was a nephew
of Charles James Fox, became the meeting place of most of the prominent politicians, lawyers and
writers of the early nineteenth century, so that 'the history of the circle, broadly considered, is the
intellectual history of England during half-a-century' (504b). Its success was mainly due to 'the
strategical abilities of the hostess and the lovable character of the host' (504b). The review goes
through the many politicians, both Tory and Whig, who were part of the circle, such as
Castlereagh, Wilberforce, Grey, Melbourne and Palmerston. Literary men included Sydney Smith
of the Edinburgh Review and Matthew 'Monk' Lewis, while famous names such as Scott,
Macaulay, Dickens and Washington Irvine were also visitors, and Byron first met Lady Caroline
Lamb there. (The journal of Lady Holland was reviewed in the Spectator the following month — see
C46).

D34 'Dumouriez'
Spectator 102 (9 January 1909): 57-58. Review.
J Holland Rose and A M Broadley. Dumouriez and the Defence of England against Napoleon.

Charles Dumouriez was Commander-in-Chief of the French Army until he was severely defeated
by the Austrians at Neerwinden in 1793. This led to his exile on the Continent until he was
brought to England after the Peace of Amiens in 1802 to draw up a plan for the defence of Britain
against Napoleon. He remained in England, with brief journeys to the Continent, until his death in
1823. This book isin two parts. The first contains a translation of Dumouriez's manuscript plan
for the defence of Britain, together with a memoir of his earlier plan for its invasion, which was
drawn up when he was in the French service. The second is an account by the book's joint
authors of Dumouriez's career and character. But the review finds the account poorly arranged
and its style 'inclined to verbosity and platitude' (57b). By overstating the importance of
Dumouriez's defence plan they have failed to write an authoritative history of the man, resulting
in 'a piece of book-making which can have no claims on posterity' (57b).

D35 'An Irish Estate’
Spectator 102 (6 February 1909): 227-28. Short review.
Robert S Rait. The Story of an Irish Property.

The review notes that the history of an estate is often as interesting as the history of a family.
Over the years the land acquires a personality of its own, so that to break up an estate can seem
like an act of vandalism. Robert Rait's history of Lord Gough's estate around Lough Cutra in
Galway is an apt reminder of this at a time when Irish estates are 'falling into the melting-pot'
(227b) and under threat of being broken up (see G40). Rait is 'one of the most distinguished of
the younger school of historians', and he has written a 'charming narrative' (227b). The review
gives a brief history of the estate and concludes that it is ‘a model story of conscientious
ownership. In the present state of Irish policy it is well to have our attention recalled to the case
of the good landlords’ (228a).

D36 'The Making of Canada'
Spectator 102 (20 February 1909): 307-08. Review.
A G Bradley. The Making of Canada.

This book covers the period from the Treaty of Paris at the end of the Seven Years War in 1763,
when the French were finally expelled from Canada, to the end of the war with America of 1812-
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14, which settled for good the question of whether Canada would join the US or maintain its
separate development. But apart from the wars of the period there was 'the romance of
colonisation' (307a), and in the tales of the growing settlements 'the Canadian novelist has a mine
of virgin richness' (308a). The review discusses the work of the principal Governors of the period,
Murray, Carleton and Haldimand, and of the problems they faced and overcame. It praises the
author's learned and spirited narrative, vivid and picturesque in the style of Macaulay, although at
times a little too verbose. It provides 'admirable battle pictures' and 'many graphic sketches of
the old life of the backwoods and the clearings' (307b).

D37 'The Growth of Nationalities'

Spectator 102 (17 April 1909): 614-15. Review.

A W Ward, G W Prothero, and Stanley Leathes (eds.). The Cambridge Modern History Vol. XI: The
Growth of Nationalities.

This latest volume in the Cambridge Modern History series covers the period 1845-71, which saw
‘the creation of modern Italy, of the German Empire, and of the French Republic' (614b), while in
Britain 'the chief event was the establishment of Free-trade as a national policy' by Sir Robert Peel
(614b). The review considers that 'Peel's work must remain one of the first achievements of
British statesmanship' (614b) because it convinced the labouring classes that Parliament was not
totally indifferent to their needs, thereby strengthening the argument for peaceful reform and in
all probability saving the country from the revolutionary change which was sweeping the
Continent. Turning to the European chapters, the review notes that Bismarck was 'the greatest
political gambler since Napoleon' who, in his unification of Germany, showed that 'Liberalism
might safely be disregarded by a strong man who could place before his country a concrete
national ideal' (614b). It also sees the failure of the Paris Commune as a reminder to 'some of our
modern prophets' (614b) that the militant power of the proletariat can be over-exaggerated. The
review concludes by observing that the literary chapters are in the main well done, the best being
that by Edmund Gosse on mid-century Scandinavian literature.

D38 'The Story of Robert Carr and Lady Essex'
Spectator 102 (29 May 1909): 859-60. Review.
Philip Gibbs. King's Favourite.

Robert Carr, a young Scotsman, came to England in about 1606, formed a close friendship with
Thomas Overbury, and won the favour of King James I. He also won the love of Frances Howard,
the young wife of Lord Essex. She intended to divorce Essex and marry Carr, but saw his close
friendship with Overbury as a serious obstacle to her scheme. She plotted against Overbury so
that he was eventually arrested and sent to the Tower, where he was poisoned by her
confederates in September 1613. Lady Essex then obtained her divorce and married Carr, but two
years later the deathbed confession of one of her confederates led to the arrest, trial and
conviction of both Lady Essex and Carr. They were later pardoned by royal prerogative and
released in 1622. The review notes that the story is told as a continuous narrative like that of a
novel. The style is solid and workmanlike, ‘and perhaps a pedestrian manner is the best suited for
a story so fantastic’ (859b).

D39 'History and Education'
Spectator 103 (17 July 1909): 100. Review.
J W Allen. The Place of History in Education.

Professor Allen has written a 'brilliant and candid little book' (100b) in which he presents the
scientific conception of history and estimates its value in any system of education. He argues that
history is concerned with change and the causes of change. 'The problems of history, therefore,
are always problems of causation. Its ideal is to represent the whole series of changes as
connected'. Such 'scientific history must presuppose a general determinist view of the world'
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(100a), which excludes the idea of great men acting as individuals to alter the course of events.
According to Professor Allen, the historian must suspend judgment of individuals and seek
objectively and conscientiously the underlying causes of historical change. This is the educational
value of history — it teaches the 'logical and analytic habit', the need for 'intellectual sincerity"
(100a). The review notes that Professor Allen recognises the subjective difficulty in this argument,
the point of view of the historian. ‘Each man will put the emphasis differently, will have a
different scheme of values, and a different sense of proportion’ (100a-b). However, 'to realise the
danger of bias is to be on the way to conquering it' (100b).

D40 'The Quatercentenary of Brasenose College'

Spectator 103 (14 August 1909): 243-44. Short review.
Brasenose College Quatercentenary Monographs. (2 vols.).
Brasenose College Register, 1509-1909. (2 vols.).

The first volumes of each of these works have just been published. The College Register gives
details of all Brasenose students and their subsequent careers, and will be 'welcomed by all old
Brasenose men for its record of the fate of their contemporaries' (243b). The book of
monographs on the College is of more general interest. There are chapters on its foundation and
early history, the architectural history of the College buildings, its benefactors, estates, and the
College plate and pictures. The review gives brief details of Brasenose Hall before its official
foundation as a college in 1509, and the origins of its name. It also covers the Hulme bequest and
the College estates, some of the richest of which are in the neighbourhood of Manchester.

D41 'Prehistoric Rhodesia'
Spectator 103 (28 August 1909): 310-11. Review.
R N Hall. Pre-Historic Rhodesia.

This book considers the origins of some old gold mines and the ruins of a Zimbabwe temple which
were discovered in Rhodesia during the exploration of Mashonaland. They had originally been
considered the work of prehistoric Asiatic colonists, but a few years ago Professor David Maciver
published Mediaeval Rhodesia in which he argued that the ruins were the work of the native
Bantus in the fifteenth or sixteenth centuries. This new book, written by 'the chief South African
expert on the ruins' (311a), re-examines all the evidence and concludes in favour of the original
theory of Asiatic colonists. The review accepts this hypothesis as the one which best fits all the
ascertained facts.

D42 'Signor Ferrero's Roman Studies'

Spectator 103 (2 October 1909): 513-14. Review.

Guglielmo Ferrero. Characters and Events of Roman History from Caesar to Nero: the Lowell
Lectures of 1908.

The review praises this series of lectures, though not the quality of their translation into English,
and agrees with their overall view that Roman history has modern relevance 'since in different
form it reveals all our contemporary problems' (513a). The first lecture, for example, deals with
the corruptio, or degeneration, the growth of desires for wealth and luxury in every class, which
was rampant in the early Empire. 'The Roman thinkers regarded it as wholly evil; to us nowadays
it is a sign of progress. If their pessimism was not completely justified, no more is our complacent
modern optimism' (513b). The review discusses the lectures on Antony and Cleopatra, Julius
Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius, and Nero, and argues that the work of Augustus and Tiberius was
particularly important in reorganising the Empire and laying the foundations for economic and
political unity.
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D43 'The Eighteenth Century'
Spectator 104 (26 March 1910): 509-10. Review.
AW Ward et al (eds.). The Cambridge Modern History Vol. VI: The Eighteenth Century.

The review notes that this new volume in the series (see also D37) has the usual drawbacks of this
kind of 'syndicated history' (509b) — the lack of a uniform standpoint and chapters that are
inclined to overlap. That said, the review knows no other single volume which 'gives anything like
so complete an estimate of the movements of the century' (509b). The most important of these
movements was the Enlightenment, and since this intellectual development came far in advance
of political development, the century ended in turmoil as the world laboured 'to find a new polity
which should be adequate to the Aufkldrung' (509b). The review goes through several of the key
chapters in the book on the Hanoverian succession, the age of Walpole, John Wesley, Chatham,
and Jacobitism. Of the chapter on European history, the review considers the best to be on the
Bourbons in France and Spain, and on Poland and Sweden. Also mentioned are chapters on
colonial development, English political philosophers, and the Romantic movement in European
literature.

D44 'A New History of South Africa'
Spectator 104 (30 April 1910): 704. Short review.
G E Cory. The Rise of South Africa. Vol. I: From the Earliest Times to the Year 1820.

The author is a Professor in the Rhodes University College at Grahamstown, near Port Elizabeth,
and this book is the first of a projected four volumes which will take his history of South Africa up
to 1857. It ends in 1820, the date of the British settlement at Albany. The review says that there
are good preliminary chapters on the ethnology of South Africa and the early Dutch settlement,
but it is not until the beginning of the nineteenth century that Professor Cory begins his history in
detail. Itis then mainly concerned with the troubles between the Border farmers and the Eastern
natives, and provides a 'rational and fair-minded, but exceedingly vivid' account of the Slagter's
Nek Rebellion (704b). The review concludes that 'the work, if completed in the fashion in which it
has been begun, will take rank as the authoritative South African history of the period' (704b).

D45 'The Scottish Reformation'
Spectator 104 (21 May 1910): 851-52. Short review.
David Hay Fleming. The Reformation in Scotland: Causes, Characteristics, Consequences.

The review finds that, although Dr Hay Fleming is very learned and has previously done some
excellent work in Scottish history, this volume of lectures delivered at Princetown Theological
Seminary will not add greatly to his reputation. He aims to show the deplorable condition of the
Pre-Reformation clergy in Scotland, the causes of the Reformation, and the consequences which
followed. The problem is that he depicts the Roman Catholic clergy prior to the Reformation as
wholly depraved, ignorant and corrupt, while making out a much more positive case for the
Reformers. The review says that the picture is too black and white to inspire much confidence in
the author's fair-mindedness. It concludes: 'The great and abiding work of the Scottish
Reformers is not really exalted by painting them as infallible agents of light, and their opponents
as abandoned children of darkness' (852a).

D46 'Greek Religion and Modern Folk-Lore'
Spectator 104 (11 June 1910): 980-81. Review.
John Cuthbert Lawson. Modern Greek Folklore and Ancient Greek Religion: a Study in Survivals.

The review says that the author is deeply read in classical literature and the works of the fathers
of the Greek Church. He has also spent two years in Greece making a thorough study of the
customs and beliefs of the peasantry. This book is the result. Its thesis is that the folklore of the
modern Greek peasantry casts light upon the popular customs and religious beliefs of their
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ancestors, the ancient Hellenes. The review indicates several of the beliefs which the author
claims to be relics of Hellenism, but points out the difficulties in proving these links between the
modern and the ancient, so that few of the author's conclusions can be regarded as more than
probable and his results 'rather suggestions for future enquiry than ascertained truths' (980b).
Nevertheless, the book is 'a brilliant compendium of modern Greek beliefs' (980b) and 'one of the
most original contributions to Greek scholarship which have appeared for many days' (981a).

D47 'The Gates of India'
Spectator 105 (27 August 1910): 316-17. Review.
Colonel Sir Thomas Holdich. The Gates of India: being an Historical Narrative.

The author has twenty years of experience in the Indian Borderlands, the ‘Gates of India’ which
have always been his special interest. This book is a history of their exploration, particularly in the
Northern and Western areas around Afghanistan. The review considers it to be 'a valuable
contribution to frontier history', which is enhanced by the author's somewhat romantic, but
'honestly picturesque' style (316a). He regrets that modern exploration is altogether more
scientific, so that the traveller does not get to know the native people half as well as earlier
explorers. The review outlines the history of the exploration detailed in the book, and quotes the
author's summary of possible Russian invasion routes through the Borderlands. He believes the
only practical way is through the gap of five hundred miles that lies between the British and
Russian railheads by way of Herat and Kandahar. This is where Britain should concentrate its
defence of India.

D48 'Assaye to Coriina'
Spectator 105 (12 November 1910): 798-99. Review.
J W Fortescue. A History of the British Army. Vol. V (1803-1807) and Vol. VI (1807-1809).

These two new volumes in Fortescue's history of the army are highly praised by the review as
being of the same high quality as previous volumes. The author, it says, 'has no rivals as a student
of military history', his work is 'nobly planned' and 'brilliantly executed’, and 'a multitude of
details is never allowed to impede the fine sweep of his narrative. It is history in the grand
manner' (798a). These volumes deal with 'that part of the opposition to Napoleon which was
most critical and least capably handled' (798a-b). There are no brilliant British successes, but
several disasters and fiascos, 'and an immense amount of bungling on the part of the Home
Government' (798b). The review picks out some highlights from the book in terms of 'gallant
deeds and fantastic situations' (798b), and ends with a rather defensive assessment of Sir John
Moore and his retreat from Coriina, including a long quotation from the book.

D49 'The Buccaneers'
Spectator 105 (19 November 1910): 828-29. Review.
C H Haring. The Buccaneers in the West Indies in the XVIIth Century.

The review begins by noting that 'the popular source of all the best pirate-stories, whether they
are retold by a Stevenson or by [more] humble but spirited pens' (828a), are the unreliable
memories of Alexander Exquemelin, a Fleming who sailed with the buccaneers as a barber-
surgeon for five years around 1670. His book was highly popular at the time, but not notably
accurate, especially in the matter of dates. This new book provides an accurate history of the
buccaneers based on authentic documents and trusted authorities. Although it results from an
Oxford thesis, it is no dry history but 'a delightful narrative' with 'a clear and vivid style' (828b).
The review provides an outline of the buccaneers, from their origins on the island of Hispanola to
their most successful period in the second half of the seventeenth century, and includes details of
probably the most famous of them all, Henry Morgan.
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D50 'The Heroic Age of Portugal'
Spectator 105 (24 December 1910): 1137-38. Review.
K G Jayne. Vasco da Gama and his Successors, 1460-1580.

According to the review, this book is 'the tale of the great age of Portuguese adventure, its origin,
and the decline which followed upon its passing' (1137b). It is well-researched, pleasantly
written, 'picturesque and humorous', and the result is 'both a readable romance and a
trustworthy historical compendium' (1137b). After briefly dealing with the origins of Portuguese
expansion in the fifteenth century under Prince Henry the Navigator, the review moves on to the
career of Vasco da Gama, 'perhaps the greatest of the world's sailors' and 'a true type of the age
of adventure' (1137b). He was followed by Affonso de Albuquerque, who built up an efficient
administrative organisation for the new Portuguese territories in India and laid down guidelines
for their commercial development. But when he died the decline began, relieved only by St
Francis Xavier, the great missionary, and Camdes, the 'great epic poet of the age of adventure'
(1138a).

D51 'The High Court of Parliament'
Spectator 106 (14 January 1911): 59-60. Review.
Charles Howard Mcllwain. The High Court of Parliament and its Supremacy.

This book is by an American professor and is an historical examination of the boundaries between
the legislature and the judiciary in England. It argues that from Norman times until the Civil War
in the mid-seventeenth century, Parliament together with the lower courts performed both
legislative and judicial functions as well as controlling the administration of government.
Thereafter, as the doctrine of the divine right of kings faded, 'a theory of the divine right of
Legislatures' (59b) was developed and Parliament became sovereign. This principle continues to
the present day, but the book questions whether it may be nearing the end of its usefulness, as it
is the chief obstacle to a greater unity in the Empire, and the idea of the Referendum is gaining
support, which would supersede the doctrine of a sovereign Parliament. The review concludes
that this 'acute, learned, and brilliantly argued study deserves to rank among the established
authorities on our Constitutional history' (59a).

D52 'Famous Speeches'
Spectator 106 (21 January 1911): 96-97. Review.
Herbert Paul (ed.). Famous Speeches.

The review begins by noting that 'as a rule the most effective speeches are the worst to read'
because the spoken and written word are judged by 'different canons of style' and the reader
cannot recapture 'the tense expectation, the magnetism of eye and presence, the persuasive
tones of voice' that can turn lumpish prose into stirring eloquence (96a). Nevertheless, the
review finds this book to be delightful reading because the editor has chosen judiciously from a
wide field. It discusses some of the orators and speeches in the book: Cromwell, Walpole,
Chatham, Pitt and Fox, Peel, Gladstone and Disraeli, but gives pride of place to Lincoln's
Gettysburg address as 'the high-water mark of English eloquence, the fusion of the written and
spoken word into an art which is beyond analysis' (97a).

D53 'The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century'
Spectator 106 (25 February 1911): 286-87. Review.
Houston Stewart Chamberlain. The Foundations of the Nineteenth Century. (2 vols.).

This book has been translated from the German and is a 'remarkable' example of 'history written
to prove a thesis' (286a). The thesis, which is 'bold and sensational' as well as 'stimulating and
suggestive' (287a), is that the Teutons deserve first place among the races who have moulded 'our
nineteenth-century civilisation' (286a). In the chaos which resulted from the fall of the Roman

113



Empire they strove with the Jews over the interpretation and use of the three great legacies of
the past: 'that of Greece in art and thought, of Rome in law and organisation, and of Christ in
religion' (286a). The Teutons emerged victorious, and have since shaped the whole of Western
civilisation and culture. The review says that the book has been understandably popular in
Germany, where the author's 'carefully guarded conclusions....might seem to give support both to
the fashionable Judenhetze [Jew-baiting] and to national pride' (286a). But the author, 'a man of
immense erudition' (286a), is 'no vulgar Anti-Semite. He has an immense respect for the great
qualities of the Jew' (286b). However, the review considers that 'he has carried his race theories
to desperate lengths' and the thesis 'cannot be held proved in the extreme form in which he has
stated it' (287a).

D54 'History from a South African Standpoint'

Spectator 107 (8 July 1911): 73-74. Short review.

John Edgar. The Expansion of Europe during Five Centuries: with Special Reference to South Africa.
Part I.

The review refers to the contemporary trend for teaching history in schools from a local
standpoint, so that children in Yorkshire, for example, will be told of Yorkshire people and events
in the course of English history. In this short textbook Professor Edgar of the South African
College in Cape Town has taken this principle, 'fundamentally a sound one' (74a), and applied it to
the history of European expansion, so that it is seen from a South African standpoint. The book
shows that not only did Europe play a direct part in the settlement and development of South
Africa, but its own domestic strifes had echoes there, most notably in the Calvinist views of the
Dutch settlers. The review 'cannot imagine a more useful work for South African schools and
colleges and for the general reader' (74a).

D55 'The Awakening of Scotland'
Spectator 107 (8 July 1911): 40-41. Review.
William Law Mathieson. The Awakening of Scotland. A History from 1747 to 1797.

This is the third volume of the author's history of modern Scotland. The review finds it 'able and
fascinating', with 'an acute insight' (40b). It deals with a period of political and religious
controversy, but 'shows behind the confusion the working of new forces' (40b) which drove
Scotland forward. With the failure of the second Jacobite rising in 1745-46, when the present
volume opens, 'Scotland, weary of political adventures, turned resolutely to the task of setting her
own house in order' (40b). The result was 'industrial progress which changed Scotland from a
poverty-stricken to a prosperous land' (41b), and the rise of a religious Moderatism which turned
away from intolerance and fostered the intellectual and social development of the clergy, thereby
giving 'a genuine impulse to culture' (41a) in Scotland.

D56 'F W Maitland's Essays'
Spectator 107 (29 July 1911): 179-80. Review.
H A L Fisher (ed.). The Collected Papers of Frederic William Maitland. (3 vols.).

According to the review Maitland (1850-1906) was 'one of the greatest scholars and historians
that England has produced' (180a). Few other reputations could support the complete
publication of occasional work, which these three volumes represent, but Maitland was 'the
complete historian' (180a). He was also a philosopher, and the review gives examples and quotes
from the many essays and other occasional papers included in the book. There is an outline
history of the concepts of liberty and equality; an investigation into Herbert Spencer's theory of
society; the true conception of history; and a history of English law. The review concludes that
Maitland's work will never become antiquated because 'the method, the spirit, will keep it always
in the first rank of its kind' (180b).
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D57 'A History of Wales'

Spectator 107 (19 August 1911): 280-81. Review.

John Edward Lloyd. A History of Wales from the Earliest Times to the Edwardian Conquest.
(2 vols.).

The review comments: 'Welsh history cannot in the nature of things be great history, though it
has great episodes. The national period ends too soon, the area is too small, and our information
is far too scanty' (280b). Nevertheless, Professor Lloyd's history 'is not only very learned and
detailed, but, for a work on the subject, singularly interesting' (280b). His chapters on the earliest
periods are cautious and sober, avoiding the more fantastic theories. Although the confused
story of the warfare with the Normans is rather tedious, he is 'as little dull as the subject permits.
When the history rises to the heroic in the exploits of the Llywelyns he reaches a high level of
vigorous and dramatic narrative' (281a). The review goes on to provide its own outline history of
the period covered by the book.

D58 'The Statesmen of the Great War'
Spectator 107 (26 August 1911): 313-14. Review.
J W Fortescue. British Statesmen of the Great War, 1793-1814.

The 'Great War' referred to is the combined French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars of 1793
to 1814. The book records a series of seven lectures by Fortescue, whom the review regards as
'probably the most brilliant of living English historians' (313a). 'His main thesis is that the French
Revolution succeeded because of the amazing incompetence of the forces arrayed against it —a
collection of jealous, inefficient, and mostly half-witted monarchs' (313b). For the first dozen
years Britain contributed to this failure through 'lamentable military equipment and wholly
mistaken strategy' (313b). Pitt the Younger was largely to blame for this, and it was not until
1807, when new men such as Castlereagh and Canning took over, that a serious war policy was
developed which made possible Wellington's campaign in the Peninsula and eventual victory.

D59 'Celtic Survivals'
Spectator 107 (7 October 1911): 551-52. Review.
George Henderson. Survivals in Belief among the Celts.

This book is a study of the survival of primitive beliefs and customs among modern Celts in
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Brittany and the Isle of Man. The review says that the author's aim is to
create 'a Celtic Golden Bough, a "psychical anthropology"”, and he endeavours to read every
survival in the light of comparative religion’, although sometimes he tends 'to find parallels where
there are none' (551b). His book is divided into three main sections: the Internal Soul, the
External Soul, and the Earthly Journey. The review gives examples of the 'many strange fragments
of belief' (552a) in each category. It concludes with some survivals of which the reviewer has
personal knowledge from his youth in Scotland.

D60 'African Secret History'

Spectator 107 (2 December 1911): 965-67. Review.

Douglas Blackburn and Captain W Waithman Caddell. Secret Service in South Africa.
John