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F.achel Parker, in her article ‘Networked Governance or Just Networks?” in this journal, has dealt with a
very challenging question on the relevance of network interaction to governance outcomes. Her use of
network concepts, however, appears to employ networks as a heuristic device. Her article employs terms
that describe social network properties that are best contextualised with reference to the theoretical
insights offered by formal Social Network Analysis (SNA). My suggestion in this brief review 1s that some
of the theoretical assumptions made about concepts such as fluidity, density or trust imply specific
network properties that cannot be ignored when attempting an analysis of policy outcomes.




