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Persecution from the secular world and ostracism exercised by established church authorities, alongside the emphasis on saving souls rather than changing socio-economic and political structures, ensured that for much of its history the Pentecostal movement was apolitical. However in recent years this has began to change. In North America Pentecostals became part of the Christian Right involved in the so-called “Culture Wars” wage over moral and family issues. Elsewhere, in West Africa and Southeast Asia, Pentecostal participation has proliferated in very different climates of politico-social transformation, but where the common denominator has been the need to adapt to a post-modern economic global order.
    Latin America makes no departure from these developments. Pentecostals now stride the political landscape, increasingly abandoning their quietism to partake of orchestrated activities as they mobilize themselves for extending electoral opportunities. To a large measure Pentecostal’s increasing political involvement has been spurred by its rapid growth of adherents throughout the region and where its prophetic role continues to rapidly erode Catholicism’s entrenched cultural dominance and concomitant political grip. This growth has accompanied transition across the continent from typically semi-feudal and junta-rule orders to the creation of liberal democratic structures and an environment of neo-liberal economics.
    This chapter considers Pentecostal political activity in Brazil in all of its vast diversity from grass-root levels to national politics. Here, Pentecostalism shows its important flexibility in producing political activity that is not only right wing but also leftish orientations which makes it arduous to make generalizations and predict the future of its role as Brazil emerges as a democracy and emerging economic power.

