




“A man who – beyond the age of 26 –
finds himself on a bus can count himself as 

a failure”



The value of bus travel

 The bus network is ascribed significant value by the 
government

 Stated to be an important aspect of efforts to bring about 
positive environmental, social, and health policy outcomes:

– Reduce urban congestion

– Mitigate social exclusion through providing access to services

– Mitigate community degradation through connecting people within 
and between different areas

– Help encourage more active travel and combat health crises such as 
obesity and heart disease



‘Public transport should be planned, designed and 
operated to work for all members of society. (…) Society 
imposes a moral burden on transport to provide access 

to the means by which fundamental rights are 
delivered. It should therefore provide the resources to 

enable this to happen’

(Tyler, 2002, p. 504)



Bristol’s challenges

Bristol faces significant challenges in developing a 
transport network which is not dominated by the car

 Four separate authorities

 A historic city

 Past underinvestment

 Little authority control

 Severe congestion



Bristol’s solutions





 West of England Sustainable Travel project (WEST)

 “Fairer Fares”

 MetroBus

 MetroWest





Questions

Is a local bus network akin to a “social service”?

 If yes, should it be fully publically subsidised, why?

 If no, should it be publically subsidised at all, why?


