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Narrator

 

Britannia: the Final Frontier.  

When Roman troops occupied this island in the year 43, the natives could 

either fight and die or live in peace with the occupying forces. 

One who died, fighting for her people’s freedom, was Boudicca who burnt to the 

ground the Roman capital of Camulodumum,  the trading port, Londinium and a 

prosperous market town, called Verulamium. 

Verulamium was rebuilt and became the third wealthiest city in Britannia.  

After two hundred years the local Celts and occupying forces had learned

to work together: they inter-married, prospered and worshipped Roman gods. 

And so in the furthest flung part of the greatest empire Europe had ever known, 

many of its native people became Roman citizens.   
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Then a strange sect made its appearance on the streets.  Followers of a long-dead

Jew called Jesus Christ whom they believed to be the son of the One True God.

As the sect gained support, the Emperor Severus, feeling his own divinity to be

threatened, licensed their persecution.  
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But the Christians would not willingly participate in the entertainment game. 
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In Verulamium, some became intrigued: among them a respected local 

Roman Citizen called Alban.  
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But Britannia is an island once covered in broadleaf forests.  And human beings

with all their conflicts are but recent visitors.  The original inhabitants of this island 

are seldom seen but, believe me they are still here.
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Narrator

 

These are the creatures of the night who keep nature in harmony with itself and 

bear witness to our troubles with wry amusement.  
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Narrator

Throughout the Roman Empire brutal persecution of 'Christians' became ever

more vicious.  But the good hearted Alban was not in harmony with his time. 
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The old man was a Christian priest, Amphibalus.  Alban took his cloak and settled him 

comfortably by the fire. The priest spoke of his beliefs and Alban became intrigued.  
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Alban did not answer until he had bought enough time for 

Amphibalus to disappear into the night.
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am here a lone.- As much as it is yours.

tear it down should we so wish. Is
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this your house?

tear it down should we so wish. Is
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he told us his name is Am phi- ba- lus.-
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Narrator

 

Alban was executed for his beliefs and so became the first Christian martyr from the

Roman colony of Britannia.

'Among the roses of the martyrs brightly shines Saint Alban.'

6. The Alban Prayer

(adapted by kind permission of the Dean of St Alban's Cathedral)
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