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                          Africa SF
                                    Edited by Mark Bould

“Superbly curated and impressively recondite, these essays are as 
provocative as they are wide-ranging—from the weird that is Sun Ra 
to African Apocalypse to the Wakanda homeland of Marvel’s Black 
Panther …  and for someone like me, a child of the African diaspora, 
and a full-out futurist geek, it is indispensable.” –Junot Díaz, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author of The Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2007)

“Whether it’s musician Sun Ra, American SF writer Octavia Estelle 
Butler or the Ghanaian AfroCyberPunk writer Jonathan Dotse, this 
issue of one of North America's most lively journals is crammed with 
wonderfully wide windows opening onto African and African-inspired 
writing and music around from the world. You really don’t want to 
miss this one!” —Samuel R. Delany, author of Through the Valley 
of the Nest of Spiders (2012)

“Franz Fanon opened his seminal book The Wretched of the Earth 
with the bold statement: 'Decolonization is the veritable creation of 
new men.' There is something intrinsically science fictional about the 
new beings and temporal disjunctions in the colony, the postcolony 
and the trajectories of uneven development. In this special issue of 
Paradoxa, guest editor Mark Bould has brought together an outstand-
ing group of critics to think through the conjuncture of Africa and 
science fiction really for the first time with proper rigour and critical 
sophistication. The collection contains Bould's essential outline of the 
African re-functioning of science fictional tropes, and some brilliant 
interventions into the history of comics, colonial adventure fiction 
and film. This heady brew is rounded off with John Rieder's power-
ful reflections on the weird and wonderful world of Sun Ra's 'occult 
jazz' experimental mythology. This collection breaks new ground: 
the horizon of science fiction studies has just been expanded again.” 
Professor Roger Luckhurst, Birkbeck, University of London, author 
of Science Fiction (2005).
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Information for Contributors
Paradoxa invites contributions on all aspects of genre literature which make 

a significant and original contribution to the study of those genres. The opinions 
expressed in articles, notes, reviews, and letters are those of the authors and 
not necessarily those of the publisher or editors.

Direct questions on  submission guidelines to Editor, Paradoxa, P. O. Box 
2237, Vashon Island, WA 98070, USA. Fax: (206) 567-5711. Email: Info@
Paradoxa.com. Claims and general inquiries should be directed to the Business 
Manager at the same address.
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