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This article examines elite interactdon and its potential to affect local development A theoretical discussion sets the
ciage for a systematic exploratdon of the social capi@l of regional elites in a comparative study of 12 European Union
regions. The working assumption iz that elite social capital and orust between elite groups reflect on the regional
development record. A survey of experts captures a number of proxy variables on elite social capital. In a cross-
sectional study we cheerve an association between levels of gross domeste product and the propensity of alites to act
in concert Associationt are ako evident between concerted action and similarity in attitudes between regional elite

arctors.



