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Mob attacks slave traders (selling white slaves to Ireland) and
"they took the eyes of the most nefarious slave trader". The slave
pens are somewhere near where Bristol Bridge is today. St
Wulfstan's (of Wooster) anti-slavery movement after the Norman
Conquests was perhaps the first such movement in the country.

1656

James Naylor's ride up Corn Street. James Naylor is charged
with blasphemy after he rides up Corn Street being hosannaed
by a group of women in imitation of Jesus entering Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday.

1727

Kingswood and Bussleton (Brislington) Miners' Turnpike Riots.
Turnpikes burnt down between Kingswood and Totterdown.

1728

Weavers Riot. Impoverished attacked a weavers mill owners
house at Castle Ditch (bottom of Old Market).

1738

Kingswood Miners' Pay Riots. Kingswood Miners leave a trail of
destruction behind them as they approach Temple Gate when
their wages are cut. They also attack Bridewell.

1749

Turnpike Riots.

1753

Kingswood Miners and Weavers Food Riots. Caused by bread
prices. Council House and Bridewell attacked.

1776

John the Painter's Arson Campaign. Buildings around the
centre set on fire over several days to aid the American War of
Independence.

1793

Bristol Bridge Riot. Toll booths were torn down twice when the
Turnpike Act was renewed.

1831

Reform Act Riot Queen Square. The Bishop's Palace and 4 jails
burnt to the ground after the Reform Bill failed to get through the
House of Lords.

1832

Brandon Hill Reform Act Dinner ransacked. A dinner to
celebrate the passing of the Reform Act attacked by the still
disenfranchised.

1892

Black Friday. Dockers' Strike march banned by the authorities
attacked by mounted police at Horsefair (bottom of Union Street).

1909

The suffragette Theresa Garrett attacked Winston Churchill with
a horse whip at Bristol Temple Meads.

1932

Old Market Riot. Unemployed Workers Union march clashed
with police.

1944

Black American G.I.’s riot on Park Street.

1980

St Paul's and Southmead Riots.

1986

St Paul's Riot.

1997

Cabot 500 celebration ball attacked by protesters.

1999

M32 shut down by Reclaim The Streets.

2011

Tesco/Telepathic Heights Riot on and around Stokes Croft.

2011

August Riot in Cabot Circus and Stokes Croft.

2013

Thatcher's Dead Party. Chelsea Road Bristol.

“The police says that there is nothing to see on a road, that there
is nothing to do but move along. It asserts that the space of
circulating is nothing other than the space of circulation. Politics,
in contrast, consists in transforming this space of ‘moving-along’
into a space for the appearance of a subject: i.e., the people,
the workers, the citizens: It consists in refiguring the space, of
what there is to do there, what is to be seen or named therein.”
Jacques Rancière: Ten Theses on Politics (2001)

Social unrest is part of a broad spectrum of civil disobedience,
riots, protest marches, violent rallies, obstructions and situated
chaos – and from a legislative/policing perspective – can
include peaceful protest marches, illegal parties, festivals,
carnivals and informal raves. Social unrest is a situation of
political asymmetry against an official institution or hegemonic
force – and depending on the context can be a much smaller
and more discrete contravention against a dominant powerrelation. Ranciere (see excerpt above) describes the (re)
production of ‘social unrest’ – as simultaneously political and
a ‘practice’. The map reflects, where possible these different
configurations and constellations of social unrest. The map
conflates all of these social unrest chronologies into a single
datum of the acetate. This temporal disjunction unintentionally,
but unavoidably, creates a schism between the ‘reality’ of the
events and their representation on the map.
The cartography provides (an incomplete and partial)
repository of social unrest in Bristol. Data is derived partly from
‘official’ data sources: governmental organisations, police
date, local government figures and media organisations.
There is also data from ‘unofficial’ data sources; personal
blogs, social media, tweets, political groups, interests
groups’ propaganda and alternative political organisations.

Social Unrest: protest marches,
violent rallies and riots
The map overlays both of these sources of data: official and
unofficial – and it is from this clash of perspectives that some
of the disjunctions are revealed. The data is neither exhaustive
nor comprehensive – defining only a small fraction of the
moments and situations of social unrest in Bristol’s (eight
hundred year) history.
(Some of) the stylistic expressions for the map are derived
from militaristic mapping techniques. The territorial, strategic
and tactical maps of advancing armies, counter-attacks and
insurgencies have been deployed here to reflect the semiotics
of social unrest. These graphics have been adopted wholescale
by police and security forces who frequently deal with largescale social unrest with quasi-militaristic techniques. Other
(somewhat conflictual) aspects of the cartographic techniques
are derived from resistance movements: May ’68, OCCUPY,
Situationist International, street graffiti and sectarian murals.
None of the marks are intended to be impressionistic nor
expressionist – they all remain germane to the brief established
for ‘social relations’. The map is constructed and expressed
(as requested) to “emphasise a personal relationship with the
city”; the map is faithful to the author’s personal relationship
to the city.

Rest Homes

Places of Leisure includes scripted architectural spaces that have been designed
to house a leisure activity or experience that is beyond the necessity of everyday
living and is not about rest, nor idleness, nor work. Leisure is concerned with
spending time outside work and sleep, occupying ‘free time’ with programmed
activity. Leisure time avoids the potential stasis of idle time. An essential part of
Fordist consumption, the practice of leisure reinforces the capitalist system whereby disposable income generated through productive labour can be spent.

Places of Leisure
Museums/galleries
Heritage experiences
Themed visitor centres
Sports venues
Cinemas
Theatres
Gambling venues
Amusement arcades
Kids activity venues
Inside play spaces

Heterotopias
“Its first principle is that there is probably not a single culture in the world that fails
to constitute heterotopias…In the so-called primitive societies, there is a certain
form of heterotopia that I would call crisis heterotopias, i.e., there are privileged or
sacred or forbidden places, reserved for individuals who are, in relation to society
and to the human environment in which they live, in a state of crisis: adolescents,
menstruating women, pregnant women, the elderly…But these heterotopias of crisis are disappearing today and are being replaced, I believe, by what we might call
heterotopias of deviation: those in which individuals whose behavior is deviant in
relation to the required mean or norm are placed. Cases of this are rest homes and
psychiatric hospitals, and of course prisons, and one should perhaps add retirement homes that are, as it were, on the borderline between the heterotopia of crisis
and the heterotopia of deviation since, after all, old age is a crisis, but is also a deviation since in our society where leisure is the rule, idleness is a sort of deviation.”
Michel Foucault, Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias (1967)

Shopping centres

Louis Rice, 2014

Shopping destinations
Bars, coffee shops
& restaurants
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Social Unrest map layer by Louis Rice, architect and academic (University of the West of England) with additional timeline from the Radical History Group; Leisure layer from information on Know Your Place website; Rest Homes layer from information on www.carehome.co.uk with text from “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias” by Michel Foucault.
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