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What is failure?
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Fail•ure n.
1_	 The condition or fact of not achieving the desired end or  
    	 ends: the failure of an experiment.
2_ 	 One that fails: a failure at one’s career.
3_ 	 The condition or fact of being insufficient or falling short.
4_ 	 A cessation of proper functioning or performance.
5_ 	 Non-performance of what is requested or expected.
6_	 The act or fact of failing to pass a course, test, or assignment.
7_	 A decline in strength or effectiveness.
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 ‘There is no such thing as failure 
— failure is just life trying to 

move us in another direction.’
/   o p r a h  w i n f r e y   /
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So...
why do students fail?
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Lack of Motivation
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Bad Teachers
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 ‘We run this company on 
questions, not answers’

/   E r i c  S c h m i d t ,  G oogl    e  c e o    /
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Lack of Motivation
Peer Relationships

Bad Teachers
Not Asking Questions

Poor Attendance
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Lack of Motivation
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Bad Teachers
Not Asking Questions

Attendance
Organization
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Lack of Motivation
Peer Relationships

Bad Teachers
Not Asking Questions

Attendance
Organization

Feeling Helpless
Falling Behind

(demolistic.com)
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Procrastination 

Fear of Failure

Lack of 
Accountability

Lack of 
Engagement
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Expectations
Motivations
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Self 
awareness

Strength 
of Character
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Aristotle Con
fucius Upanishads

Torah
Boy Scouts

Pokémon.
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zest grit

gratitude optimism curiosity

self
control

social
intelligence
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 ‘A Mistake can be the beginning of 
learning. Some assessment experts 

agree that students learn nothing from a 
successful performance. Rather, students 
learn best when their initial performance 
is less than successful, for then they gain 

direction on how to improve.’
/   g r a n t  W i gg  i n s .  E d u c a t i v e  A s s e s s m en  t   /
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 The Referral Process
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Jake Gunn
‘Probably the most important lesson I learned 
is that failing isn’t ever the end. I failed an 
entire year and that was tough, especially on 
my ego. But once I got over that and decided 
to try again but put everything into it, I didn’t 
fail. I guess I learned that failing can be a good 
thing. Failing that year was one of the best 
things that ever happened to me.’
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➀

 Winner of the Student Award at 
the British Book Awards 2013

Awarded Merit at ISTD Student 
Assessment Scheme 2014

/   J A K E  G U NN    /
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Chris Nott
‘I learnt to take things a bit more seriously, I don’t know 
whether it was a lack of skill or effort (maybe a bit of both) 
that lead to my low score in the early stage of my studies, 
but this pushed me to want to do better, this created a 
monster, in the last stages of third year I wouldn’t leave my 
room, zoned in. I think I learnt a lot about my self, how I 
work and how much you can get done if you put your mind 
to it. You have to make mistakes to grow, I think you learn 
what you are capable of, how can you expect to get better if 
you don’t know what it is you need to do to get there? ’
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Rhetoric
A student who does not realize 
why they need to succeed, will not 
succeed: What is the driving force? 
Marks? Parental approval? Job 
prospects? 

GS / JPD

➀

 Awarded Commendation at ISTD 
Student Assessment Scheme 2011 

Graduate RCA 2013

Neville Brody, Research Studios
/   CHRI    S  N O T T   /
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Liam Roberts
‘It might sound a little stupid, but I think that 
going through university in this way has really 
helped me to become a better designer and a 
better person. I think If I was to have attended 
more in level 1… I may have passed with a 
slightly higher grade and been middle of the 
road in level 2-3, never having that slap in the 
face and attitude change.’
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➀
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➀

 Awarded Merit at ISTD Student 
Assessment Scheme 2012 

2 x Short Film Awards

Peloton Design, Bristol
/   L I A M  R O B ER  T S   /
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So,
what’s next?
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 ‘Failure should be our teacher, 
not our undertaker. Failure is 

delay, not defeat. It is a temporary 
detour, not a dead end.’

/   d e n i s  w a i tl  e y ,  s ee  d s  o f  g r e a t ne  s s   /
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‘To fail is to give up. But you are  
in the midst of a moving process.  

Nothing fails then. All goes on.  
Work is done. If good, you learn from it.  

If bad, you learn even more.  
There is no failure unless one stops.’

/   r a y  b r a d bu  r y   /
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Thank you.


