


Claire B. Marcus, USA.
Library vista, drypoint etching 
(front) and collage (back). 
Fine Arts Library, University of 
Pennsylvania.

Foreword
As we sit in a library we have access to books, and we can share the 
knowledge and ideas of the writers of those books. 

We can surf on the waves of their erudition, open doors we hadn’t seen, 
stretch into futures, analyse and dissect the present, and try to make 
sense of the fragments from the past. All we need to make the journey is 
the imagination to enter the heart of a book. 

We can step out of our age, our sex, our own circumstances, to find 
braver, crazier, kinder and more observant potential otherselves…

World Book Night 2020
United Artists

at
Bower Ashton Library

In September 2019 we asked artists to go and sit in any library, 
real or imagined, and to send us a consequent postcard of text or image.

We mourned lost libraries and bemoaned digitalisation, 
pondering where artists’ books might sit.

 
Our suggested readings featured journeys: WG Sebald The Rings of 
Saturn, Olga Tokarczuk Flights and our own Nancy Campbell’s The 
Library of Ice. Nancy introduced us to the crystallising words from 

Elizabeth Bishop’s 1956 poem Questions of Travel,
 

“Should we have stayed at home and thought of here?”
 

As the wonderful and thoughtful postcards arrived, times changed 
around us. Our mention of plague and pestilence was not prescience, 

but happenstance. We had no idea that restriction on our physical travel 
would now be imposed rather than chosen.

In the face of the new invisible enemy we shall present for WBN a 
virtual artists’ catalogue and exhibition of our journeys, and celebrate 
the Internet as a tool that will help to pull us all through into the future.

 
LIBRARIES * EVEN * ELECTRONIC * ARE * MAGIC

Linda Parr, April 2020



Mike Dutton, UK. Quote from Rings of Saturn, WG Sebald.

Sue Vallance, UK. Collage and rubber stamp. Steve Parsons, UK.



Daniel, Lehan, UK. Digital print and collaged text.
Glenn Thomas, The Netherlands.

Veronique Pozzi Painè, Italy.



Louise Tett, UK. Holy Island.

Linda Parr, UK. 
Travel within Olga 
Tokarczuk’s Flights.

Marama Warren, 
Australia. Posted from
Milton Library, NSW.



Corinne Perry, UK.

Elisabeth Evans, Leeds Central 
Library, UK.

Elizabeth Dymond, UK. 
Hidden Treasure, collage with images from the Special 
Collection, Bristol Central Library Reference Section. Cathey Webb, UK. Dreams of Greener Fields. 

Made in Saint George Library, Bristol.



Bertie van der Meij, The Netherlands.   

 Libraryscape
Ancient stone walls, shelves; 

vertical rocks, bookends; 
green fields, a card catalogue. 

Deborah Marshall, USA.

Roy Willingham, UK. 



Catherine Cartwright, UK. 
My words describe my 
sensations while I am 
imagining my library. 

It is verdant green and 
surrounds me with 
promise.

Kozo paper, letter 
stamps, stitch, monotype, 
watercolour.

Nuala Gorman, Ireland.

Sara Elgerot, Sweden. Libraries Are Magic.



Su Fahy, UK. 
Combining selected words from Olga Tokarczuk’s Flights 
and Elizabeth Bishop’s ‘Questions of Travel’ - into a poem.

Caroline Fraser, UK. Written in the National Library for 
Wales, Aberystwyth.

Jeremy Dixon, Hazard Press. 
Collaged in the Vale of Glamorgan, Wales.



Phil Owen, UK. Sent from Weston-Super-Mare.

Su Bonfanti, UK.
Front (collaged) 
and back.

Linda Parr, UK. 
From the ship’s library of the SS Great Britain, Bristol.



Mike Clements, UK. Front and back.
Gin Saunders, UK. Front (collage and paint) and back. 



Linda Parr, UK. Front and back. Jennifer Wallace, UK. Front and back. Collaged text.



Mike Dutton, UK. WBN2020OTJC. 
From Bedminster Library, Bristol. Sarah Bodman, UK. 

Made in Bower Ashton Library, Bristol.

Kay Rodriques, USA.



Kirsten Dietrich, Denmark. Travels to the Past.Andy Robson, UK. Front and back.



Jil Fairclough, UK. Front and back. Collage.

Sonia Leggett, UK. Front and back.  



Constanze Kreiser, Germany. Blank. Front and back.  
Ahlrich van Ohlen, Germany. Front and back.  



Ahlrich van Ohlen, Germany. Front and back.  

Richard Shipp, Wales. 

Rosemary Ingrey, UK. The view of the children’s section 
of Winchester Public Library which is regularly visited 
by the family.



Above and below: Sharon Hall Shipp, Wales. David Kettle, Australia. 

Lizzie Field, UK. 



Sigrid Ehemann, Düsseldorf, Germany. 

Maria White, UK.

Marie-Therese Wisniowski, 
Australia. Hand stencilled image 
on commercially printed postcard 
featuring the artist’s original artwork, 
Flames Unfurling, permanent marker 
pen, digitally printed text on back.



David Dellafiora, Field Study, Australia. Front and back,
Thoughts about other parts of down under.

Joan Higgins, UK. Front and back, collage, rubber stamp.



Roelof Bakker, UK. 
From the Library at Anglia Ruskin 
University, Cambridge.

Noriko Suzuki-Bosco, UK. I Want To Live Here. 
Musashino Art University Museum & Library, Tokyo.



Carol Freid, USA. Truth Project 2020, 1000 postcards 
distributed in public spaces and by post. Jessica Ho, Hong Kong. 

Vibrant blue, Beyond boundary and brighten your life.



Jessica Ho, Hong Kong. 
Vibrant blue, Beyond boundary and brighten your life.

Philippa Wood, UK. 
Relief print and typewriter.

Susan Bovington, UK. The Bartlett Library, 
National Maritime Museum Cornwall.



Tamar MacLellan, UK. Collage, typewriter. Philippa Wood, UK. Collage, typewriter, relief print.



Jo Barnfield | House of Jo, UK.

Alison Raybould, UK. Collage. 

Corinne Welch, UK. A perfect location for self-isolation.



Amy King, UK.
Original postcard ©V&A 
Theatre Museum. 

Raymonde van Santen, 
The Netherlands.

Elaine Knight, UK.



Kate Bernstein, UK. Royal Astronomical Society Library. Anwyl Cooper-Willis, UK.



Elisabeth Westlund, Sweden. Print and collage.

Karen F. Pierce, Wales. Front and back, text repurposing.  
From the lost library of Aberdare Hall, discovered and 
reimagined, Nos 1, 2 and 3.



Karen F. Pierce, Wales. Front and back, text repurposing.  
From the lost library of Aberdare Hall, discovered and 
reimagined, No4 above, and back of postcards below.

Pauline Lamont-Fisher, UK.



Kayleigh Gough, UK. Posted from Celia’s Library. 
Imi Maufe, UK.



Theres K Agdler, Sweden. Made in my studio/library 
listening to the news. It’s a paraphrase of Max Ernst’s 
picture The Bedroom. ‘Ernst’ means serious. So the text on 
the picture is a serious study of the central perspective and 
the present one.

Janet Allsebrook, UK. Postcard from Self Isolation.

Andrea Robinson, UK.



Andrea Robinson, UK. Andrea Robinson, UK.



Ben Jenner, UK.

Olivia Pratt, UK. 
Ordinary Things posted from The Strange Library. 

Isobel Lewis, Wales.



Rosemary Everett, Scotland.

Bernd W Plake, 
Germany.



Morwenna Peters, UK.

Gen Harrison, Scottish Borders. Wherever that may be.

Mónica Goldstein, Argentina.



Jude Maguire, UK.

Heather Chou, UK.

Emma Brown, UK. 
Sent from The Phantom Library.

Alyn Smith, Wales. 
Under the Library Tree, Cardiff. 
@printedbyalyn



Josie Martin, UK. Posted from Sidmouth Public Library 
in 1970 to myself in 2020.

Kate Fraser, UK. 
From home, Observer 
Books collection.

Sarah Bradicich, UK.



Hazel Grainger, UK. Susannah Sendall, Nottinghamshire, UK.

Irmari Nacht, USA.



Sumi Perera, UK. 

Linda Parr, UK. Travel within 
The Library of Ice by Nancy Campbell.

Linda Parr, UK. Travel within 
The Rings of Saturn by WG Sebald.



Catherine Wynne-Paton, Wales.

Yasushi Cho, Japan.

Angie & Si Butler, UK. How to make a waterfall. 
Confined to home, thus we travelled in our imagination(s), 
using our experiences of Nature as our library. 
We fashioned instructions to form a natural element and an 
object made from household materials: “turning to waterfalls 
under our very eyes”.



Éilis Kirby, UK. #3 of the series “Oh, must we dream our 
dreams and have them, too?”.

Éilis Kirby, UK. #4 of the series “Oh, must we dream our 
dreams and have them, too?”.

Éilis Kirby, UK. 
#2 of the series 
“Oh, must we dream 
our dreams and 
have them, too?”.

Éilis Kirby, UK. 
#1 of the series 
“Oh, must we dream 
our dreams and 
have them, too?”.



Éilis Kirby, UK. #6 of the series “Oh, must we dream our 
dreams and have them, too?”.

Éilis Kirby, UK. 
#5 of the series 
“Oh, must we dream 
our dreams and 
have them, too?”.

Csilla Bíro, UK. 
Pochoir prints with watercolour.



Stephen Fowler, UK. 
Rubber stamps.

Zelda Velika, UK. 

Zelda Velika, UK. 

Bindu Adhikary, Nepal. 



Chrystal Cherniwchan UK & Dimitri Daniloff, Spain. 
In response to text, Instructions:  I dreamed I was leafing 
through an American magazine with photographs of ponds 
and pools. I saw everything, detail by detail. The letters 
A, B and C described precisely every component part of 
the plans and outlines. I eagerly began reading an article 
entitled: ‘How to Build an Ocean: Instructions’.  
Olga Tokarczuk, Flights, Fitzcarraldo Editions.

Sylee Gore, Germany.

Should we have stayed at home and thought of here? 
Launched as a virtual exhibition on World Book Night - 

Thursday 23rd April 2020. 

The WBN United Artists selected texts for 2020 were 
nominated by Csilla Bíro, Sarah Bodman, Nancy Campbell 

and Linda Parr. 

98 artists joined the project, sending us 113 postcards from 
Argentina, Australia, Denmark, Germany, Hong Kong, 

Ireland, Italy, Japan, Nepal, The Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, 
UK and USA.

The exhibition and exchange for 2020 has been coordinated 
by Sarah Bodman and Linda Parr. 

For all of our World Book Night collaborations, please visit:
http://www.bookarts.uwe.ac.uk/exhibitions/




