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Voted for 

Film Year Director 

The Battle of Algiers 1966 Gillo Pontecorvo 

Killer of Sheep 1977 Charles Burnett 

BAMAKO 2006 Abderrahmane Sissako 

Black Girl  1965 Ousmane Sembène 

Fear Eats the Soul  1974 Rainer Werner Fassbinder 

In the Mood for Love  2000 Wong Kar Wai 

Matewan 1987 John Sayles 

Young Soul Rebels 1991 Isaac Julien 

An Angel at My Table 1990 Jane Campion 

Daughters of the Dust  1991 Julie Dash 

 

Comments 

These films changed how I understand cinema, whose lives should be 

on the screen, and what emotions, struggles, rage, and activism can be 

shown. They have inspired what type of film I make. They are films that 

show the subtlety and nuances of struggle, personal and political, that 

combine the complexity of storytelling with amazing visual dexterity. 

The Battle of Algiers is incredible in how it shows what it means to be 

transformed by political struggle. Killer of Sheep is simply beautiful. I 

saw Bamako and understood, again, that you can tackle the biggest 

issues, touch the soul and be visually inspiring. I love John Sayles's 

https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/6f9488ef-f914-594e-b76b-dce7143c8522/the-battle-of-algiers
https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/b4d4633f-520f-5e9d-aca6-c3903cf8dc22/killer-of-sheep
https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/3650bd24-2554-5ca5-bc8d-a3acd7592468/black-girl
https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/34034fba-0e65-50d1-b5ec-c56d9ae17fd6/fear-eats-the-soul
https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/1b8c3bcb-842f-5ba2-90ee-39b6b40b7c21/in-the-mood-for-love
https://www.bfi.org.uk/film/21bc3d80-a4fa-59dd-a64c-bc349a1d5aec/daughters-of-the-dust


work; I couldn't think which film influenced me the most, but I spoke 

about Matewan endlessly for a period of my life and so it had to be on 

the list. When I think of Angel at My Table or Daughters of the Dust, I 

can close my eyes and I am filled with both Campion's and Dash's 

mastery of light. These are films that speak to being black, gay, women, 

changing the world, and are thoroughly inspiring visually and politically. 

 


